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LORNA FA. Cook 


HE heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament en hir handy-w3rk. The 
ſtupenduous magnitude, and inconceivable vez 

locity of thdſe immenſe orbs of light and glory, 
which whirl around their centres, and lauch thro” 
the vaſt profundity of ipace in all directions, tra- 
verſing the unknown depths of zther, to the utmoſt 
boundaries of God's creation : theſe, though they 
appear ſmall to the eye, and many of them-wholly 
eſcape the vulgar notice, nevertheleſs ſufficiently 
diſcover their Almighty Maker and Architect, pu- 
bliſhing to all intelligent beings, that an Almighty, 
All-wiſe, and All-gracious God, gave them their 
exiſtence, meaſured and circumſeribed their paths, 
determined their revolutions, and governs and pre- 
files over them, rendering them all ſubſervient to 
the purpoſes of his providence and glory: | 


In reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a gloripns voice; 
Forever finging as they ſhine, 

The hand that made us is divine, 


Let us caſt dur eyes downwards to the earth be. 
neath us, and behold, from the creeping reptile; 
ea, the ſmall animalcule, that we unheed: 
ed tread beneath our feet, to the huge ele- 
phant that walks the earth, or the vaſt leviathan 
that ſports in his watry element; from the hyſop 
upon the wall, to the towering cedar ef Libanus; 
from the mole bill, to the tumid mountain; from 
the drop of pearly dew, that ſits upon the tip of 
the flower, to the ſtupenduous ocean that girds the 
globe about, and embraces the earth in its extended 
arms; from the gentle breeze, that ſcarcely makes 
| . 
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the light leaf to tremble, to the dreadful hurricane 
that rends rocks from their baſes, and trees from 
their roots, and makes monntains move from their 
foundations, and ſwells the ſea, driving it into 
horrid tempeſts; yea; from the ſpark of fire hid in 
the flint, to the terrible volcano, or the forked light- 
ning and awful thunder: All theſe, and many more 
than theſe, inſtances of creating power, and ruling 
providence, every day within the cognizance of our 
ſenſes, cannot fail to ſtrike with awe, and inſpire with 
reverence, every thinking creature that duly con- 
ſiders them; theſe all proclaim the voice, the hand 
of an eternal power. and Godhead ; and, upon a 
ſappoſition of original purity and holineſs, would 
never fail to make ſuitable impreſſions upon our 
mids, and inſpire every human heart with love, 
obedience, and adoration to the benevolent Author 
of our being, and gracious beſtower of all our hap- 
pineſs. But alas! we are fallen, fallen like Luci- 
fer the ſon of the morning, the prince of pride, — 
Wo unto us, we have Fo nned! Therefore are we 
become inſenſible of his mer cies, ungrateful to our 
Maker and Benefactor, and deaf to the whole crea- 
tion, altho' its ſound is gone forth to the ends of 
the univerſe, and ſpeaks in intelligible language to 
every nation and people ur.der the cope of heaven, 
Therefore God, even the God that made us, and 
the Creator of the ma of theearth, he looked down 
upon us in nercy; he pitied the workmanſhip of 
his hands; and, ſeeing us eli-defiroyed, and felt- 
remedileſfs, then, 


— He look'd about, 

Jo fee what help in earth or iky: 

In vain; for none was ſound without, 
The help did in his boſon lie, 


This I read in God's book, even the book of his 
revealed will, Let us then ſearch the Scriptures : 
there 
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there we ſhall find the whole myſtery of our ruin 
and recovery revealed, There we are divinely 
taught, 1. That God made man upright, and in 
his own image (a, perfectly holy, both in foul and 
body, able to ſtand, tho' free to fall. To ſtand 
the covenant, as well as natural head of inankind, 
That it was a covenant of works which was made 
with him, requiring perfect and perpetual obedience, 
and conformity both in the inward and outward man; 
tacitly promiſing eternal fe upon theſe terms, and 
threatening all kinds of death and puniſhment in caſe 
of diſobedience. (b) * 

2. This, alas! was quickly brought about, by 
a ſubtile enemy, an old ſerpent, who, with artful 
ſtratagem, quickly ſeduced them to perpetrate the 
murderous deed : they took of the fruit, they eat.— 
Earth felt the wound, and ſighing, cried “ A1 
is oft — Innocence loſt ; the life and image of 
God loſt ; mental happineſs, a terreſtial paradiſe, 
with immortality of body, loſt; a title to earth and 
heaven, yea, life itſelf 1%. They immediately fell 
under the divine diſpleaſure, and the curſe of God 


impended over their guilty heads; body, ſoul, and 


ſubſtance became obnoxious to the awſul denuncia- 
tion, Pot.on now infected the fountain, corruption 
no entered into the very rogt of mankird : the 
dire contagion ſpread, and will ipread and reach to 
the laſt of human kind. Perverſeneſs ſeized the will, 
and gained the aſcendant over the darkened under- 
ſtanding and erroneous judgment, perverting the 
puſſions from their proper, divine, and innocent 
objects; giving them the reins of government to 
excite confuſion, ſenſuality, and every atrocious 
crime. Guilt and horror now began to rage in the 
conſcience, and man himſelf became ſubje& to the 
prince of darkneſs; was led captive by the vile 
uſurper, and wholly unable to help or extricate 
himſelf, But, 

3 3. God 

(a) Gen.t, a6, 27,  Eccicl, 7. 29. (3) Gen. 3. 16. 37» 
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3. God who is rich in mercy, for his own name's 
Take, out of undeſer ed goodneſs and unmerit- 
ed love, ſent his only begocten Son, who verily was 
foreordained or foreknown before the ſoundation of 
the world (e), but in theſe lait times was manifeſt- 
ed to take away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 
Hereby was manifelted the kindneſs and philanthro- 
py of God towards man (d), in that he ſent his 
only begotten Son that we might live thro' him (e). 
He was the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon or ſubſtance //; 
the eternal Mord who was God {g ), and thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God, he humbled 
himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the crois {5 }, being made under the law 
{ i ) to fulfill its precepts ( and ſuffer its penalties 
{!), who nevertheleis was h in body and ſoul 
{m1 ) ; but was made ſin or a fin offiering for us who 
knew no fin Cn J, ſuffering, the juſt for the unjuſt. 
that he might bring us to God (e), that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs of God in him, That as by 
one man's diſobedience, many were conſtituted ſin- 
ners; ſo by the obedience of oe, many might be con- 
ſlituted righteous (p), even all that believe on his 
name, theſe are juſtified from all things, Acts xi. 33. 
trecly by his grace; (Rom. iii. 24), as the ſole pro- 


per impulſive cauſe: but by ir blood and righteouſ- 


nels, (Rom. v. 9.), as the only meritorious caule ; 
by faith alone as the condition or inſtrumental cauſe, 
Eph. ii. 8. Rom. iii. 28, V. 3. When 1 ſay 
faith as the condition, 1 don't mean that faith 
has any intrinſic value in itſelf. No: it is the gift of 
God; therefore can deſerve, procure, or merit no— 
thing, but as i apprchends Chriſt,” And it is only, 

therefore, 


(c) 1 Pet. i. 20. (d) Tit. iii. 4. (e) 1 John iv; 4. 
mb. . 3. (, John 4. 3. (60 Phil. &. 4. 8 
(i) Gal. iv. 4. (e) Matth. iii. 15, () Gal. ii. 13. 
(m) Luke i. 35. () 2 Cor. v. ult, (o) 1 Pet. iii, 18. 
(4) Rom, v. 38, 4 
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therefore, a condition without which we can- 
not enjoy him, Or, as Mr. Weſley expreſſes it, 
« By affirming that faith is the fer or condition 
of juſtification, 1 mean, thut there is no jullificati- 
on without it, He that believeth not is condemned 
already; and, ſo long as he believeth not, that 
cc ndemnation cannot be removed, bat the wrath 
of Cod abideth on him; as there is no other name 
given under heaven than that of Jeius of Nazareth, 
no other merit whereby a condemned finner can ever 
be ſaved from the guilt of ſin; ſo there is no other 
way of obtaining a Mare in his merit than by faith 
in his name. Surely the difficulty of aſſenting to 
this propolition, that faith is the 2n/y condition of 
Juſtification, mult aujſe from not underſtanding it, 
(ow much pains aud paper might the Vindicator 
have ſpared, if he had underſtood it? Think of this 
when you read his performance); we mean thereby 
thus much, that it is the only thing without which 
none is juſtified ; the only thing that is immediately, 
indiſpenſably, abſolutely requiſite in order to par- 
don,” &c. Serm. on ſalvation by faith, See below 
in the reply. Being thus juſtified, accepted, ado-ted, 
and © made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life,” they have now peace with God, all guilt 
being taken away, and the kingdom of God ſet up 


in their hearts, even righteouſneſs, peace, and joy 


in the Holy Ghoſt, Yet, nevertheleis, 

5. They have a nature ſtill corrupt; the con- 
ſcience is indeed cleanſed, but the heart is oily 
inchoately purified : This muſt be changed; this 
mult be renewed by the walhing of regeneration, 
aud the ſaving inflaence of the Holy Ghoſt, Tit, 
iii. 5. For as we derived an evil nature from Adam, 
Pal. li. 5. Rom. vii. 17. ſo this evil nature muſt 
be renewed after the image of him that created it, 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs : yea, we mult, by 
faith in the promites, cleanſe ourſelves from all 


fil:hineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in 
the 
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the fear of God, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Foraſmuchas 


« without holineſs no man can ſee the Lord,” 
Heb. xii. 14. And becauſe there is no work, nor 


wiſdom, nor device, in the grave whither we are 


going,” by which ſuch an important work as this 
can be effected; therefore it muff? be done before the 
ſoul quit the body, or not at all. How long, indeed, 
I will not determine: that is a circumſtance in 
which all are not agreed; but the /hing itself is 
plain and clear. This is a gradual work. Herein 


we grow from babes or little children, to young men, 


and fathers in Chriſt, In this great work, the ſoul 
advances from ſtrength to ſtrength, from faith to 
faith, till the work of ſaith is finiſhed with power, 
Till we are filled with all the fullneſs of God, and 
have the ſame mind in us that was in Chriſt, and are 
enabled, according to our meaſure, to walk as he alſo 
walked, in all holineſs and righteouſneſs before him; 
not barely calling him Lord, Lord, but alſo doing 
thoſe things that he hath commanded, from the 
principles of duty, love, and gratirude. And then, 
when ſanctified throughout in body, ſoul, and ſpirit, 
the Chriſtian may triumphingly exult, „O death, 
where is thy ſting ? O grave, where is thy victory?“ 
The ſting extracted from that laſt of enemies, and. 
the victor himſelf vanquiſhed by our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, with hopes full of immortality, the dying” 
ſaint may ſweetly cry, „Into thy hands, Lord 
Jeſus, 1 commend my ſpirit,” —— Then, conveyed 
by angels into Abraham's boſom, while the duſt 
lies in hopes of a bleſſed reſurrection with the juſt, 
the immortal ſou] returned to God who gave it, 
drinks at the fountain-head of celeſtial happineſs, 
waiting the joytul moment when the trumpet ſhall 
ſound, the dead ariſe, and in pleaſing accents hear 
the judge approve, Well done, good and faithful 
ſervant——come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world, Then, among the admiring crouds 
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of celeſlial inhabitants, the redeemed multitudes 
ſhall join the univerſal acclamation, ** unto Him 
that /oved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts unfo 
his God and our God, unto his Father and our Fa- 
ther, to whom with the eternal Spirit, three perſons, 
one Jehovah, be glory and praiſe for ever and ever. 
Amen, | 

Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are the doctrines of 
revelation: the peculiar diſcoveries of the book of 
God. This is the faith once delivered unto the ſaints: 
the grand depoſitum, for which we, ought ſtrenu- 
ouſly to contend. In vain do you make reſearches 
into the myſteries of nature to find it; the ſmalleſt 
traces can ſcarce be ſeen: as fruitleſs a toil, as 
vain an attempt, as needleſs a purſuit, to turn over 
the volumes of Heathen theology in queſt of it ; 
ſcarce can you perceive the ſmalleſt veſtiges, or 
flightelt intimations, of theſe ſublime and cheering 
diſcoveries. Theſe revive our drooping heads, ex- 
hil:rate our languilhing hearts, and under the noſt 
pungent ſenſe of guilt, the moſt bitter remorſe, the 
keeneſt remonſtrances of an awakened conſcience, 
dart thro' the gloom the cheering rays of hope, 
and diſcover to the humble penitent, the pleaſant 
proſpect of reconciliation with God; juſtification, 
and all its attendant bleſſings; ſanctification, and 
all its joyſul conſequences; man reltored, juſtice 
ſatisfied, the divine perfections diſplayed, as acting 
in perfect harmony; the Redeemer glorified and, 
in a word, the whole deſign of grace and providence 
exhibited to our view, as worthy of him who is God 
over all, bleſſed for ever, 


Let us for J, faith contend, 
Sure ſalvation is its end. 


But let us not fall out by the way with one another, 


ſor thoſe ſmall circum#ances, peculiar modes of 
expreiſion, 
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expreſſion, or diverſified turns of thought, which 
do not affect the real merits of the cauſe, but cer- - 
tainly tend to deſtroy Chriſtian love and unity, and 
widen thoſe breaches among Chriſtians which are 
but too wide already, 

The deſign of the following little piece is to pro- 
mute, as far as the ſubje& and the ſheets would allow 
me, this deſireable end. I have nothing to beg of 
the reader, but, 1. To pray unto God for his bleſ- 
ſing upon the writer and the performance before 


him. 2. To give it a fair examination; not to con- 


demn without juſt cauſe, and before he has tho- 
roughly weighed that which is here offered to a 
candid and impartial conſideration. 3. As much as 
may be, to lay aſide every prepoſſeſſion of prejudice, 
and judge as in the preſence of him who will ſhortly 


judge usall. 4 1 defire no other indulgence, than 


what ſtrict juſtice and Chriſtian love naturally 
dictate, INE 

I thought it my duty to do juſtice to the memory 
of Mr Hervey, as well as the writings of Mr Weſley. 
To the beſt of my knowledge, I have done both. 


Such as it is, I-defire to lay it at the Redeemer's 


feet, for his bleſſing; and put it into the reader's 
hands, for his profit : If it pleaſe God to uſe it for 
that end, the deſign is anſwered: and if not, I 
nevertheleſs have the ſatisfaction to think I have 
done my duty in endeavouring the fame; and, if 1 
have unwillingly offended here, I humbly hope 
for pardon both ſrom God. and man, as he who 
knows «ll things, knows I have deſignedly offended 
neither, 5 
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INTRODUCTION. 


B32 publiſhed after the death of their 
authors are, in many caſes, dubious as to 
their legitimacy. This is a circumſtance... that is 
ſometimes attended with many evil conſequences 


and inconveniences: Some are greater, others 


leſs, according to the Jþir it, deſign, nature and 
manner of the performance. When ſuch as theſe 
are foiſted into the world under the ſanction of 
a celebrated name in the front, purely with Ju. 
crative views, if the | web ee tend to no worſe 
end than this, it is ſcarce worth the notice of the 
judicious, Burt if they carry a deſign in their bo- 


ſom, to ſpread trouble and moleſtation among the 


members of ſociety, and diſturb the tranquillity of 
the ſons of men, to caſt about wild fire, arrows, 
and death, wiſdom and prudence naturally dictate 
to thinking people, that it is high time to take care 
of themſelves; and if they are calculated to ſup- 
port the views of a factious party, the wiſdom of 
the legiſlature will ſeldom fail to take ſuch mea- 
ſures, as may moſt effectually ſtop the ſwift pro- 
greſs of wide-ſpreading ruin. It was an awful and 
inſtructive reflection of the Son of God, founded 
upon this prudent method of the fons of men, 
which yet every age bears witneſs to the truth of: 
« The children of this world are in their genera- 
tion wiſer than the children of light.” (a) © The 
ehildren of this world—tbat chute and have their 
A portion 
(4) Luke, xvi. 8. | 
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portion in it—are wiſer for their generation act 
more conſiderately, and better confult their wo ld- 
ly intereſt and advantage than the children of 
light—who enjoy the Goſpel in their generation 
that #s, in the concerns of their ſouls and eternity.“ 
(65) Are not all ages and generations of Chriſtians 
concerned in this remark ? Iuſtructive leſſon! may 
I daily learn its importance; and whenever it of- 
fers, duly and ſimply endeavour to apply the above 
reaſoning to the weighty concerns of another 
world; may I, may every Chriſtian, be ſo jadi- 
ci5us, upon every occaſion that offers itſelt to our 
view, thoſe eſpecially in which-the great concerns 
of God and religion in general are deeply intereſted. 
When a performance emerges “ from darknels, 
and finds its way into, the world as it were by 


ftealth,” (c) without it brings exceeding, ſtrong 


and full credentials with it to aſcertain its legiti- 
macy, we muſt be influenced by exceeding differ- 
ent priaciples from thoſe of the above, or elſe, 
after having given it a fair hearing, and find it not 
ſufliciently authoriſed, we ſhould diſmils it into its 
primitive darkneſs. Perhaps it may be ſaid, © Pro- 
bably it may contain «/ef matter for the good of 
mankind ; if ſo, it may be of ſervice to ſome very 
great purpoſe of religion.” L anſwer, if ſo indeed, 
let it remain in the light with all my heart, mne 
it ſhould do ſome diſſervice at the ſame time, ànd 
then, after examination; and the reaſons balanced 
according to the weights of the ſunctuary, and 
thoſe be found to be hcavier againſt it, and pre- 
ponderate the ſcale againſt thoſe that are ur it; 
upon ſuch a conſideration, and for the greater good 
of the while church, 1 would, withdraw my vote, 
| and 
{b) Hen Com in loc, e Vide Ep. to the 
reader, Aſp, Vind. ſigned Philolethes. 
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and doom it to oblivion. Indeed, at firſt ſight T 
ſhould be apt to ſuſpect its legitimacy, and” that 
for this lid reaſon, (when juſtly apply'd), becauſe 
« truth and honeſty chuſe to enter openly and un- 
diſguiſed,” (4) Now, confeſſedly, the book to 
which the Preface is prefixed that I am about to 
conſider, did neither chu/*, nor yet in fact did en- 
ter openly and undiſguiſed; no, “it emerged into 
the world as it were by /tealth;” and according to 
this reaſoning, ergo it is neither true nor Foreſt: 
But again, if truth and honefty chuſe to enter opens 
ly and undiſguiſed, why did not #þafi7 Vindicatet 
enter that way ? Surely that good man's judgment 
whoſe name it bears, might as well be depended 
on, whether the book itſelf and its contents be 
true and honeſt, as any other man's whatever, even 
as Fhilolethes himfelf! And no doubt, if it had 
been his judgment, that the book and its contents 
had been true and hene, and that the publiſhing 
of it would have redounded to the furthcring of 
good and pious purpoſes, he was too much ſet 
upon advancing thoſe purpoſes in his lifetime, ever 
to have deſired with his dying breath, that it 
« might not be publiſhed at all.“ (e) 

In what light theſe things, and ſuch-Jike, may 
appear to others, I do not pretend to determine. 
But thus far I ſhall ſay, in order to caſt a little 
more light upon this dark affair: Firſt, IJ know 
that Mr. Hervey wrote a ſhort letter to vindicate 
77 own manner of expreſſion, in anſwer to Mr. 

efley's. Secondly, I know that that ſhort let- 
ter was in the hands of Mr. William Cudworth, 
or he ſpoke falſehoods, one of the two. For he 
42 | ſaid 


() Vide Pref. to Aſp. Vind. p. 8. 9. (e) Mr. 
W——'$s Anſwer to Aſpaſio Vind, p. 32 
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faid to Mr. Pearſe, (J) at Bury St. Edmunds, before 
Mr. Hervey died, and therefore, if not true, he 
durſt not have ſaid it, © Mr. Hervey has given me 
full pouer to put out and put in what I pleaſe.” (g) 
And I know, thirdly, that Mr. Cudworth told me 
at Norwich, that“ Mr. Hervey put a deal of con- 
Glence in his judgment, and had done from the 
time that he (Mr. Cudworth) had abridged and 
publiſhed- Mr. Marſhal's Goſpel-myſtery of ſanc- 
tification; and that he and Mr. Hervey were pre- 
pating ſuch a wand for Mr Weſley, as he had 
never felt in his life before.“ When I doubted 
the truth of the fact, (to give weight to his ar- 
gaments, of which more afterwards), he produced 
a letter from Mr. Hervey's own khand——1I ſhall 
never forget, till I go to meet them, how much I 
was aſtoniſhed to ſee theſe words in it ; either the 
jcheme or your ſcheme, I cannot be poſitive whe · 
ther, but one of them thus —— © The ſcheme (or 
your ſcheme) can never be able to ſtand, as long as 


that text is in the Bible, 1 Ep. Joh. iii. 9. with 


ſame others that loan that way, without 5% can 
get a better ſolution for the difficulty than I can 
imagine.”——I was at that time engaged with 
Mr. Cudworth in ſome warm debates ; and he 
thought the name of Mr. Hervey would weigh 
very heavy with me, as he knew I admired his 
writings ; therefore he ſhewed me the letter. 
But not being ſatisſied with ſeeing the name only, 
1 inſiſted upon it, to ſee what he / - With 
much reluctance he let me; and when I had read 
a little, (nothing to the purpoſe), I inſiſted upon 
ſeeing the whole ;——which, when he comply'd 


with, ſeveral being preſent, ſo that he could not 

: | avoid 

(Ff) A diſſenting miniſter now in Cornwall, if alive, 
UW Mr, W's Anſwer to Aſp. Vind. P. 46. 
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avoid it. before he was aware, I put an end to 
the debate, by that very argument. ——This fo ir- 
ritated him, that he challenged me to diſpute him 
before a houſe-full of people. Which ſome time 
after accordingly came to paſs ; of which' more 
below. Naw then, from the facts above men- 
tioned, I may venture to ſuppoſe, that Mr. Her- 
vey, very probably, was conſcious to himſelf, in 
his dying moments, that his letter, after he found 
what a mountain Mr. Cudworth had made of tho 
mole-hill, was neither true nor honeſt. 1. Not true : 
as containing the guinteſſence of Mr. Cudworth's 
ſentiments and what they were, may be ſeen 
in his Dialogues... 2. Nor honeſt- in uſing Mr 
Weſley fo ill, as I fully prove (or attempt to 
prove) in the following piece. For if chere be 
any ſolidity in the arguments adduced, we are 
brought to this double dilemma. : 1. Either Mr. 
Hervey was one of the moſt wnfair diſputants; 
or that book intitled 4paſio, Vindicated is none 
of his. 2. Either there is no weight in them, 
or the author and performance both, - difhone/t; 
I ſhall leave this to the judgment of the reader, 
as ſoon as he has gone through the following 
piece. Now, this book, if it be nt his, could: 
not poſlibly come into the world in any other 
way than as Philolethes ſays: Namely, © As it 
were by /tealth ;”. and ſo accordingly /fole Mr. 
Hervey's name with it into ts ont, to make it 
go down the better with ſome; Prov. ix. 17. But 
after all, if it muſt be Mr. Hervey's, let it. — 4A 
future day will find that out. Only, let me (and 
I am not alone) in the mean time think otherwiſe. 
Indeed, it is true, books may get into the world 
by /tealth, and yet be true-born children. —— But 
then 1 ſhould imagine, the ſpirit and the ſadſtance 


3 would 
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would be a little more ſavory, at leaſt, to the taſte 
of the diſcerning among mankind, if they could 
reaſonably be expected to do any real ſervice to 
the eauſe of God and religion in general. Nor 
ſhould I ever object to any whatever for being born 
out of due time, provided they were of ſo mild 
and amicable a nature, the matter, the deſign, and 
the language ſo genuinely Chriſtian, as, in one 
word, to breathe nothing contrary to “peace upon 
carth, and good-will towards men.” On the con- 
trary, I ſhould read them with pleaſure, and 1 
hope with profit likewiſe, while their diſtinguiſh- 
ing excellence is, to facilitate the knowledge, the 
love, and the ſervice of God our Maker the 
excellency, the amiableneſs, the neceſlity of 
Chriſt our Saviour contributing to the con- 
verſion of ſinners, the comfort of penitents, and 
edification of true believers, Let but books, legi- 
timate or illegitimate, poſthumous or not, let 
them but, I ſay, cry aloud and fpare none, either 
the rich for his riches, or poor for his poverty, 
nor yet the honourable or diſhonourable, profeſſor 
or profane, all being alike by nature, all needing 
alike ſalvation by grace, as having alike equally 
precious ſou}s ——endeavouring- to awake the 
conſcience of the fleepy, to rouſe the ſupine fin- 
ner from the power of a lethargy that bas benumb'd 
the very vitals of his internal faculties to 
ſearch the receſſès, and penetrate the obduracy; 
and diſcover the plague that lies hid in the heart 
——vea, 30 trace the malady to its true origin 
—— the grand fource of all our miſeries, the 
awful rebellion of the firſt pair Then to lance 
the tumour,- probe the wound, and ſound the 
depth of the Airs contagion, in order to make. (if 
zod be pleaſed to make it effectual) the dying ſin- 
9 | ner 
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ner feel the want of a dying Saviour, whoſe 
righteouſnefs and blood alone can heal his wounded 


mind. Need, great need there is of theſe and 


ſuch as theſe performances.——For, the ſtupify- 
ing potions of carnal pleaſure, the glittering toys 
of high life, and the vain imaginations of a cor- 
rupt heart, together with the wiles and ſtratagems 
of an antient enemy, all concur - to make us fall 
under a ſelf-deception. — But when the ſinner is 
thoroughly awakened, by ſuch means as theſe, and 
prodigal-like comes to himſelf, his eyes are o- 
pened, and his frighted foul then eries, What 
have 7 dne?“ (h) His bleeding conſcience, his 
woful experience, and every reflection, but add 
to his trouble the moſt bitter remorſe, and echo 
to the awful inquiry, “ Thou haſt deſſroped thy- 
ſelf.“ (i) Conſcious to himſelf it is but too true, 
and forced to confeſs it, he cries out with a fal- 
tering tongue, a beating heart, and a languid voice, 
« 1} have ſinned, and perverted that which is 
tight, and it profited me not.“ (4) Then half: 
| deſpairing, he cries, * What ſhall 1 do to be ſa- 
ved?” (1) Immediately does he make his propoſals 
and inquiries for acceptance W herewithal 
ſhall I come before the Lord, (n) &c.” Repulſgd 
with a Who hath required theſe things at thy 
hands ? He is vices by ſuch a performance, 
when ready to periſh, (n) to the Lamb of God, 
who ſuffer'd, the juſt for the unjuſt, who was made 
ſin for him who knew no fin, that he might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him, be tor his 
fake acquitted, accepted, and intitled to glory, 


The joyful ſound now reaching his heart he 
| believes, 


(9%) Jer. vii. 6. (i) Hoſ. xiii. 9. (4) Job. xxxiii, 27. 
(2) Acts xvi, 30. () Mic, vi. 6. 7. (2) lia. 
xxvü. /.. 
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believes, he receives Chriſt, (o] and joyfully cries, 
My Lord and my God, c. — But tho' he be 
juſtified, he is not ſanctiſied: and therefore he is 
immediately, by the poſthumous performance, 
directed to that blood, that precious blood that 
tleanſes from all ſin. In order that he may, by 
faith therein, purify himſelf (or be purified) from 
all filthineſs of: fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs 
in the fear of God. (p) While this great and ne- 
ceſſary work is carrying on in his foul, he is 
treading the high way of holineſs, where the un - 
clean paſſes not over. () This is no other than 
the path of the juſt, that ſhines more. and more 
unto the perfect day. () Difficult indeed to tread 
in ſome reſpects, as it includes the fighting, run- 
ning, Oc. Oc. of bim who endeayours to make 
his calling and election ſure. (%) And that by 
arduouſly labouring to add to his faith virtue, 
knowledge, temperance, patience, godlineſs, bro- 
therly kindneſs, ve. Notwithſlanding the difficul- 
ties that may occur, the. promile, is, According 
to thy day, ſo ſhall thy ſtrength be.“ Therefore 
the comforts of love, joy, and peace in beljeving, 
are ſo great at times, and ſo ſtrong, flowing from 
the wells of ſalvation, (t) that upon the whole 
he finds reaſon to ſay, that his “ ways are plea- 
ſantneſs, and all his paths, peace. (u) Thus 
« growing in grace, and the-knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt, he grows up into him his living head,“ to 
the higheſt degrees of love to bis neighbour and 
his Maker. This is bis language 

| | | Then 


(e) Joh. 4 12. 00 2 cor. vii. 1. (2) Iſa, xxxiii 8. 


7) Prov. iv. 18. (7) 2 Pet. i. 10. (f) Ila. xii. 3. 
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Then when the mighty work is wrought, 
Recelve thy ready bride ; 
Give me in heaven an happy lot, 
With all the ſanQified. 


Thus © mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright, for the end of that man is peace. (v) , 
And the whole ſalvation of the righteous is of 
the Lord, (x) When performances ſteal into the 
world, treating amicably, clearly, ſcripturally, and 
| 2 upon ſuch ſubjefts as theſe that I 

ave given you a few heads of, then, indeed, no 
danger can follow to the cauſe of God, or the 
peace of ſociety, civil or religious. But when 
the reverſe is the truth, and the characters and 
writings of men are virulently attack'd, c. then 
it is plain, that the authority of the name in the 
frant, only arms them with the more deadly wea- 
pons, to do execution with the greater facility 
upon thoſe they encounter. The religion of 7eſus 
is of ſuch a benign nature, and inſpires its vota» 
ries with ſuch amiable and benevolent ſentiments, 
ſo diametrically oppoſite to the leaſt appearance of 
moroſeneſs and ill- nature, to bitterneſs or envy, 
to calumny and detraction, that it is hard to 
conceive how any one can be a real candi- 
date for that, when, in the leaſt degree, his 
works are leavened with theſe ; feeing the very 
pages, he writes do ſufficiently confute him. 
Whether this be not the caſe in the book I have 
referred to, let the unprejudiced Chriſtian judge. 

When /uch performances appear in print, true 
Chriſtian prudence and charity ſhould always make 
ns exceeding cautious that we be not IEP 

. wil 


(v) Pla, xxxvii. 37. (x) 13. 39. 
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with appearances only. There is ſomething in 
human nature ſo exceeding frail, that we are but 
too ready to liſten to, and readily embrace what- 
ever agrees with our former conceptions, and'tends 
in the leaſt to confirm us therein; notwithſtanding, 
did we but maturely. and dekberately conſider the 
cafe, the cauſe, and the grounds upon which they 
are founded, with every other proper circumſtance 
by which, in ſuch caſes, our judgment might be 
truly informed, we ſhould act the true part of a 
Chriſtian the better, come at the truth (for ve- 
ritas in puteo) by many degrees ſooner, and of- 
ten ſave ourſelves, and others likewile, a great 
deal of trouble and danger too. But ought not 
every ſerious Chriſtian to guard againſt this weak- 
_ neſs? carefully to watch every avenue, rigidly to 
examine before he admits, whatever may tend to 
foſter his foibles, or confirm any ill · grounded ſu - 
ſpicions? If our conduct was formed by ſuch 
maxims as theſe, we certainly ſhould ſoon lock 
our ſenſes againſt the voice of detraction, nor give 
it any admittance into our hearts, under whatever 
colours and pretences it might ſus for an entrance. 
Is there not an obvious reaſon for this piece of 
conduct? Does it not eat like a cancer, and ſpread 
like a plague? Whenever the Siren can make us 
liſten to her ſinging, it is a thouſand to one if it 
be not to the hazard of brotherly love and Chri- 
ſtian charity; I ſay brotherly love; for when that 
is gone, when: that glows no longer in the breaſt 
of a profeſſor, what has a Chriſtian left to dif- 
tinguiſh him, in reality, from a Barbarian? Per- 
haps, the name. But what is that to the purpoſe? 
We live in an age when philoſophy itſelf muſt be 
founded on fact and actual experiment; the doc- 
trine of theory only is entirely exploded: And no- 

ES, thing 
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thing but rig will ever do in religion. It is our 
having the name, and ſo little of the thing, that 
makes ſo many Deiſts and Infidels among us. Se- 
vere, tho? too well founded, was that ſtrong re- 
mark of a great and pious man, “ If I was to 
chuſe (ſaid he) my religion by the lives of pro- 
feſſors, 1 know not whether the Chriſtian reli- 
gion would not be the la that I ſhould chule.” 
But, above all, [ove is what we want. Love is a 
legion of graces. O that we had but more of 
that; ſo wiſhes, ardently wiſhes, fo prays my ſoul ! 
Lord kindle it more in our hearts! But again, as 
love to one another is our common badge, how in- 
cunſiſtent, not to ſay with q religion, but with 
reaſon itſelf, are the differences ſubſiſting among 
us! Moſt of them are like Shibboleth and Sibbo- 
leth. Is it not great pity, that thoſe who ſhould 
plead the cauſe of expiring virtue, unite their 
ſtrength againſt the common enemy, and draw 
their ſwords againſt the Deiſt and Arian, the in- 
fidel and vicious, and by actions, temper s, and ar- 
guments, at once convince and reform, and 
ſhew them what it is to be a Chriſtian indeed; that 
thoſe who are, or ought to be the poliſhed ſhits 
in God's quiver ;—that thefe ſhould make one an- 
other their butt, and drench their ſwords in their 
brother's blood. Is it not like Cain killing his 
righteous brother Abel, when there were fo few 
in the world before? Abel indeed! Matter of 
mourning 4 O that my head were waters, that my 
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. eyes were fountains of tears, that I might weep 
N day and night for the want of love amongſt Cri- 

. ſlian profeſſors! What ſhall I fay! The crown of 

| all our graces is fallen, is fallen from off the 
heads ot our arguments and hearts of our actions. 

- Our animoſities and diviſions, domeſtic wars and 

. diſputes, 


\ 
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diſputes, weaken our righteous cauſe, by wound. 
ing our charity—— Our time and ſtrength, elo- 
quence and arguments, are proſtituted to a very 
bloody purpoſe, when we ſpend them upon one 
another, ſo as to crucify afreſh the Son of God in 
his members, and leave his true religion, the reli- 
gion of loving God and our neighbour, to bleed 
to death while we're fighting each other; O ye 
champions for the truth upon earth !— who long 
to ſee the kingdom and glory of the Redeemer 
come, come in power / unite your ſcattered for- 
ces; repair to the Redeemer's wars—ſet your 
faces as flint, and your hearts as a flame, to con- 
quer by love all who will not love you: In hec 
vincit. But ſhall we arm our enemies with dead- 
ly weapons againſt both Chriſtianity and Chriſtians 
too? Yet do we not this, while we are fighting 
for names, phraſes, or even opinions themſelves, 
that are by no means eſſential to the foul of re- 
higion ? 


Come and let us ſweetly join, 
Chriſt to praiſe in ſtrains divine ; 
Antedate the joys above, 
Mingle all your hearts in love. 


O let vs find the antient way, 
Our wond'ring foes ta move; 

And force the Heathen world to ſ- 
See! how theſe Chriſtians love 


And why ſhould we not? Is not our God love? 
Is not the whole myſtery of our redemption love? 
Was it not lite that laid the fr/? lone? Will 
any thing but eve compleat the building? Was 


it 
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The Father hath puniſhed fer you his dear Son, 
| B 
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it not love that made us? Did any other than love 1 
make the Redeemer die? Does any other thing, 


make him plead in heaven, who once bled on 
earth tor us! : 


Lift up your eyes of faith, and ſee! 


— Saints, and angels join in one! 


O what a glorious company, 
Stand before yon dazzling throne 1 


Aſk them, what conducted them thither ? Will 
they not all, as with one mouth, and one heart, 
and one rain, cry aloud—4 God bf tive paſſed 
by us in a time of le, and ſaid unto us, Live 
He loved us, he gave himſelf for vs—Yes, He 
hath lov'd us, he hath low'd us, we cannot tell 
why | | 
But this we can tell, 

He hath lov'd us ſo well, 
As to lay down his life to redeem us from Hell. 


And now let the guilty drooping ſinner hear 
the following evangelic lines, publiſhed by the 
Rev. Mr. Joun WESLEW in 1761, Where note, 
by the way, they contain a ſufficient confutation 
of the whole book called Mpaſis. Yindicated : read, 
examine them, and judge. 


All ye that paſs by, 
To Jeſus draw nigh: 
To you is it nothing, that Jefus ſhould die? 
Your ranſom and peace, 
- Tour SURETY he is; 
Come, de if there ever was forros like his! 
For what you have done 
His b/cod muſt atone : 


The 
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The Lord in the day 
Of his anger did /ay 

Your /in on the Lamb, and he bore them away, 
For you and for me 
He pray'd on the tree : 

The prayer is accepted, the „inner is free. 

he nner ain I, 

Who on Feſus rely, 

And come for the pardon God 

| cannot deny. 

My pardon I claim, 
For a „inner I am; 

A ſinner beljeving in Jelus's name. 
He purchas'd the grace 
Which now I embrace; 


Obſerve Mr ]. 
W. prayer, and 
application of 
his ſuretyſhip 
to his own /oul, 


O Father, thou know'ſt, HE hath died in MY PLA CE. 


Will the reader forgive me if I inſert a few 
lines more from the ſame book? Dol need to 
tell him, that this is the language of Mr. c, 
a proof of his aſſertion in the letter to Mr. Hervey, 
viz. “ in the doctrine we are agreed?“ Read the 
preceeding and following lines, (out of many thou- 
ſands), then tell me, is not this the ſame ſpirit 
that glows in the pages, and ſhines in thoſe works 
of Mr. Hervey that were publiſhed in his lifetime; 
the ſame ſubject that animates and fills the legiti- 
mate books of that uſeful author ? Pity, the Vin- 
dication ſhould have ſullied the author's name by 
ſtanding in its front! From theſe lines you may 
know the teacher and the pupil, the father and the 
fon, from the ſubject, and ſpirit, and language. 
But enough of this here, as there is ſo much here- 


after. I would only remark, theſe lines were pu- 


bliſhed in this edition by Mr. 70hn Jieſley near the 
15 time of Mr. Hervey's death. 
= 0 
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O Jeſus my hope, 
For me offer'd up, 
Who with clamour purſued thee to Calvary's top. 
The blood thou haſt ſhed, 
For me let it plead; (How?) 
And declare, Thou haſt died in thy murderer's Sr 1A. 
Thy blood which alone, 
For ſin could atone, | 
For the infinite evil I madly have done; 
That only can ſeal 
My pardon, and fill 


My heart with a power of obtying thy will, 


Let me obſerve here, Is this the language of 
an Arminian? Is painted fire real fire? 


Now, now let me know 
Its virtue below, 
Let it waſh we, And I ſhall be whiter than ſnow. 
Each moment apply'd, 
My weakneſs to hide ; 
Thy blood be upon ME, and always abide, 
My Advocate prove 
With the Father above, 
And ſpeak me at laſt to the throne of thy love. 
His death is my plea, 
My advocate ſee! 
And hear the blood ſpeak that hath anfwered for me, 
Acquitted 1 was 
When he hung on the croſs; 
And by loſing his life, he hath carried my cauſe, 
My God I am 7/77; 
What a comfort divine, 
What a bleſſing to know that my Jeſus is mine ! 
My Jeſus to know, | 
And feel his blood flow, 
'Tis life everlalting, tis heaven below. 
B 2 My 
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My comfort and ſtay, 
My life, and my way, 
My crown of rejoicing in that happy day. 
Health, pardon and peace, 
In thee l poſſeſs, 
I can have nothing more, I will have nothing leſs; 
I ſtand in thy might, 
I walk in thy light, | 
And all heaven 7 claim in thy God giving right. 


Theſe are the hymns the Methodiſts chant the 
praiſe of their God, their Chriſt in, like the primi- 


tive Chriſtians, as even Plin. Secund. an Heathen, 


has told us, © before the break of day.” Let 
friends, let foes, let divines and laymen, only com- 
pare the above lines with Mr. Heſley's Short An- 
{wer to Apa ſis vindicated, at the beginning, and let 
him judge if the father and ſon were not like the 
nymphs in the poet, ſo like each other that you 
could ſcarce know the difference. May not Ic 
out, Ye valiant watchmen in Iſrael, hearken! are 
you not fighting uncer the ſame bloody banner ? 
Why then do you militate againſt each other? 
Do not unneceſſary diſputes cale over your hearts 
with ſteel, and freeze your affections into ice to- 
wards one another? But fay you, “ Muſt we not 
contend for the faith once delivered to the 
ſaints?” Yes, my fellow-ſc}diers, (if I may be fo 
bold), when the faith is attacked, when chriſtianity 
or any eſſential branch of it, then fight with eve- 
ry weapon the divine arſenal, the divine oracles, 
can ſupply you with. 

But will you tun your ſwords againſt each o- 
ther, becaule of your ditterent dialects or idioms, 
when, at the ſame time, with a little pains-taking, 
you may perfectly underſtand each other? God 


torbid, 


iay 


L203 
May not this be the motto of our arms ? 


We all are one who im receive, 
And each with each agree; 
IN HIM the one the Truth we live, 
BLEST POINT of unity, 
Partakers of the Saviour's grace, 
The ſame in mind and heart : 
Nor joy, nor grief, nor time, nor place, 
Nor life, nor DEATH can part. 


To what is above permit me to pray : 


Saviour, look down with pitying eyts, 
Our jarring will; controul ; 
Let cordial kind affections riſe, 
And harmonize the whole, 
Subdue in ug the carnal mind, 
Its enmity deſtroy ; 
With cords of love th G14 Adam bind, 
And melt him into joy. 
Oh ! let thy love our hearts conſtrain, 
Jeſus the crucified, 
What haſt en done our hearts to gain? 
Languiſh'd, and groan'd, ks . dy'd. 
Thee let us feel benignly near, 
In all thy /o/tening powers ; 
The ſounding of thy bowels hear, 
And aniwer thine with ours. 
O let us find the ancient way, 
Our wond'ring foes to move: 
And for the Heathen world to ſay, 
how theſe Chriſtians LOVE!“ 


If it be not thought too preſumptuous, I would 


willingly ſubjoin: 
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In mighty phalanx join'd, 
Undaunted all proceed ; 
Arm'd with the unconquerable mind 
That was in Chriſt our Head, 
Fight on your rapid courſe, 
Ye blood beſprinkled bands; 
The kingdom of heaven ſuffers force, 
» 'Tis ſeized with violent hands, 
Jeſus hath dy'd for you! | 
What can /i, love withitand ? 
Believe; hold faſt your ſhield: and who 
Shall pluck you from his hand ? 
Believe, that Jeſus reigns, 
All power to him is given ; 
Belie ve, till freed from ſin's remains, 
Believe yourſelves to heaven. 


But farther, ſuppoſe by wrangling and diſputing 
we could ſilence every tongue, and ſtop every ad- 
verſe pen, yea make Chriſtendom ſpeak in the lan- 
guage of Canaan, nor ever a liſping Sibboleth be 


heard; What ſhould we gain by the acquiſition, 
if at the expence of pure wwe? “ God is love: 


He that dwelicth in love, dwelleth in God, ,and 
God in him.” (a) This is religion. Are you 
Chriſtians ? Here are two evidences, poſitive and 
negative: © Every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God. He that Joveth not, 
knoweth not God.“ (b) Suppoſe he knew all things 
in the .univerſe beſide, he is 30 Chriſtian. 
* In this was maniteſted the love of God to- 
wards us, becauſe that God ſent bingen begotten 
Son into the world that we might Me thro” him“ 


(c) What follows? © Beloved, if God / loved 
us, we og ht allo to love one another.“ (4) Here, 
1. Obſerve 


(a) 1 Ep. Joh. iv. 16, (6) ib. iv. 7. 8. (c) 10. 
Iv. 10. (d) ib. iv. 11. 
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1. Obſerve the fairly-inferred duty : © We eight 
alſo to love one another.” 2. The important ar- 
gument to inforce it:“ If God ½ loved us.“ 
So! How? See the foregoing verſe. This then 


ſhall be my prayet——this wy defire— till I 
come to heaven 


God only knows the love of God: 
O that ir now were fhed abroad 
In this poor heart of mine! 
For love | ſigh, for love I pine, 
This only portion, Lord, be mine, 
Be mine %. better part. 
Thy only love do I require: 
Nothing in earth beneath deſire, 
Nothing in heaven above ; (e) 
Let earth, and heaven, and all things go, 
Give me thy only love to know, 
Give me thy oa love, 


May the God of love direct my pen: May this 
love of God inflame my breaſt ; and the emana- 
tions of that love fall with my words, as the 
beams from the ſun, that love may irradiate my 
lines while 1 write and others read them——and 
catch the flame as they gather te meaning, while 
I anſwer, or endeavour to anſwer, the preface be- 
fore me. But let me add, | 

Finally, did wiſe men ever quarrel, becauſe 
he who made them, made them with a diverſity 
of caſts in their countenances, and accents in 
ſpecch! Why ſhould we quarrel with one another 
then, for what, in the judgement of him that 
made us, may poſſibly be of as little ſignification ? 


Exadtly the lame way of thinking, and mode of 


expreſſion, 
(e ) Pſa, Ixxili, 25. | 
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expreſſion, is ſcarcely compatible with frail mor- 


. ality. 


If indeed the foundations were deſtroyed we 
might juſtly ſay, what could the righteous do??? 
(/ ) How could they be built up upon the founda- 
tion, if it was taken away? But the foundation 
being laid ſure in Chriſt Jeſus, and gold and pre- 
cious ſtones being built upon, theſe on all ſides, 
(g) what good end does it anſwer to quarrel 
what names we ſhould call them by? As for in- 


| Nance, one would have them called aurum, and 


another ſays, No, they ſhall be called gold, for 
that is the plainer and the leſs liable to be miſ- 
underſtood. His reaſon is this: He has had an 
opportunity to travel, and has met with ſome 
that made a bad uſe of this name, that had im- 
poſed upon the ſimple, and given a mixture, an 
aurum potabile, with arſenick in it, inſtead of an 
aurum only. Now becauſe both are called au- 


rum, the ignorant imagine 'tis the very ſame, 
and take in poiſon with the mixture : — The o- 


ther, ſuppoſe, has been in a place all his life 


where no ſuch impoſition was ever attempted; 


and having never been uſed to underſtand aurum 
in any other than its obvious meaning, without 
any additional potabile or arſenick, is, and he 
thinks juſtly, offended, and begins a warm debate 
about the change of the name, as if the gold it- 
ſelf was gone. Now, 'tis the deſign of the fol- 
lowing ſheets, to make a reconciliation as far as 
I] can; and to endeavour to prove and demonſtrate, 


that aurum is only Latin for gold, and that both 


are the very ſame thing in /ub/tance, tho? not in 


| ſound. This is my deſign; how it will be exe- 


cuted in the end, I mult leave others to judge. 


But 
. Pla, Xil, EL (2) I Cor, ill, II, 12. a 
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But, if after all is faid and done, any till will 
have it, that gold means ſtraw, and the like, I 
cannot help it ; only this I would offer to ſeri- 
ous reflection, whether it be not every man's 
wiſeſt method to examine the materials of the 
building? for we are often deceived by © wil 
dom being darkened with words,” If we miſtake 
the meaning of one another, we may very eaſily 
pals a wrong judgement both of perfons ard 
things; the conſequences of which may be ſeen 
and felt, when it 1s not in our power to remedy 
them. The church is God's building; let not 
thoſe employed in it make a Babel of it, becauſe 
our languages were then diverſified ; and conſe» 
quently we have a right from him whodid it to ex- 
preſs our ideas by different ſounds; Suppoſe one 
man ſhall inſiſt to expreſs in one word,” what 
another may chuſe to ule two or three for, ought 
the former to beat out the brains of the latter for 
his periphraſis, eſpecially when the latter is full 
as ſignificant, as expreſſive of the true idea, as 
the other? A time indeed ſeems to be promiſed, 
when the Lord will return to the earth“ a more 


pure language,” —— But this time, in its utmoſt 


rfection, is not returned. It is long ſince 
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It is true, in the days of Nimrod, God made , 


Babel of the work of men, and ſtopped their vain 
deſign of a tower to reach the heavens, by con- 
founding their lip and language. But we make 
a Babel of God's building by ſuch unhappy mea- 
ſures: AndI with we may not hinder that build- 
ing from reaching the heaveas, by the babbling of 

our tongues and pens, 
From theſe and the like principles, and with 
ſuch fatutary views alone, I undertake, in the 
| name 
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name and ſtrength of Jehovah, to lay before the 
view of the public, the real merits of the cauſe, 
ſ> far as I am able in the compaſs of my ſheets. 
Not moved by malevolence, or the impetuous 
guſts. of paſſion ; neither blinded by prejudice, 
nor biaſs'd by party-zeal ; but purely in the vindi- 
cation of what I take it to be) injured innocence, 
truth miſrepreſented, and therefore, no doubt, as 
il underſtood. There's nothing more far from 
my thoughts, than to ſay any one word to offend 
the living, or injure and maltreat the dead. 


If at any time I ſpeak plain and home, and ſome 


interrogatories ſeem pretty pointed, they are 
not intended in the leaſt, cither as daring chal- 


lenges to provoke the ſpleen, or inſult the under- 


ſtandings and Judgements of others ; but either 
to awaken the attention of the reader, make my 
appeal according to the title, or ſet what I take 
to be the truth in a ſtronger point of view, leſt 
I ſhould ſacrifice it to a vain timidity. | 

I' often mention the author of the preface un- 
der the name of the Editor ; but not once, that I 
know of, in all the performance, with the leaſt 
gall in my heart, or venom on my pen. No, I 
am as great a ſtranger to him as he is to me; I 
have heard him (if l'm rightly inform'd of the 
perſon) with pleaſure and profit both; and I 
revere his office, his character, and age. My foul 
long mourn'd in ſecret, and pitied what I take to 
be his inadvertency, that did not ſearch to the 
bottom of the matter, before he produced his per- 


| formance to public view. This has laid either 


me, or ſome other, under the diſagreeable neceſſi. 
ty of appearing in print, under ſuch circumſtan- 
ces as I never expected to have ſeen my name; 
I mean what looks ſomething like a religious 

diſpute. 
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diſpute, Theſe are what I have many years en- g 
deavoured to avoid, for the preceding reaſans. 
Yet nevertheleſs, a timid ſilence is in ſome caſes ' 
criminal, We are often obliged to cover our | 
heads, when we are not willing to ſmite our op- 
poſers. This is the intention of the following 
ſheets. I'll wrangle with none. But if any one 
require me to do it, I'll do my endeavour to give 
him a reaſon of the hope that is in me; and doit *þ 
the rather, becauſe I live to learn. If any there- | 
fore in converſation make an inquiry, my buſineſs 1 
is to anſwer as well as I can, and as willingly re- 


ceive as give inſtruction. I ſaid, in converſation; 4 
for in print I never appeared in the field before. * 
Reluctant it is that I come at laſt Come, how? L 
Quite alone, except God be with me, as I hope 10 


he is. There is not a preacher in all the three 
kingdoms has the leaſt intimation of my preſent 
performance. Nor do I know in the leaſt how 
my ſeniors may take it. Perhaps, it may then 
be inquired, What were my motives ? I have told 
you in part; but J will tell you till more. 1 will 
open my heart to the people 1 make my appeal. 
1. I knew more about the book called pa ſio 

Vindicated, viz. how, with what view, and b 
whom it was performed, &c. yea, abundantly more 
than I either have, or need declare. 2. I was 
ſo well acquainted for a good many months toge- 
ther with the principal author, who had told me 
ſo much about it in our various converiations to- 
gether, that to more than two or three, as ſoon as 
] heard of the book, which was ſome weeks be- 
fore I read it, I told both the ſpirit of it, and a 
good part of its contents. 3. Mr. Weſley had 
ſufficiently anlwered it already. You will ſay how, 
or when? 1. By anſwering the perſonal reſlec- 
| tions. 
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tions. 2. By aſſerting the contrary to what he 
was charged with, in regard to doctrine. 3. By 
denying the charges relating to doctrine, and 
appealing to his writings for proof, &c. This was 
ſufficient enough, according to his laconic me- 


thod. But, 4. A great weight of the argument 


lay there ; and his writings, that could afford the 
greateſt ſatisfaction againſt thoſe charges, were, 
for the moſt part, out of the compa!s of poor 
people, by reaſon of the highneſs of their price. 
Therefore I have here collected a few, (out 
of a hundred times more), and ſet them now to 
anſwer for themſelves. Theſe I have (few as they 


are) marſhalled into ſuch order, and intrenched 


with ſuch arguments, as I am apt to believe have 
made them invincible, if not invulnerable. But 
of this others muſt judge. However, what I have 


done, is noi one tenth part of what might have been 


done, tho” I think them tufficient for the purpoſe. 
Why fo? it may be ſaid, Why did you not march 
up all your forces at once? I an{wer, fur the fol- 
lowing reaſons : 1. I had not ſufficient time; for 
two weeks ago (and now it is finiſhed, except a 
few eorrections) I had not the leaſt intention of 
this, no more than the child unborn. So thar, 
whatever it be, there were no more than twelve 
days employed in the work, from its frame being 
conceived in my idea, to its appearing as you ſee it 
now, ſaving the alteration of a few words, and 
the addition of a few ſentences or letters. And 
this may account for many inaccuracies of ſty le, 
method of compoſition, and the like, What you 


fee are the pure outflowings and overflowings of a 


warm, and, I truſf, of an vpright heart. Some may 


ſay, Then why did you bring it forth ſo ſoon and 


imperfect to public view? I anſwer, for the very 
lame 
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ſame reaſon that I firſt formed the plan in my 
mind, and framed the building in my book, viz. 
becauſe I thought it was neceſſary. But others 
may aſk a quite oppoſite queſtion, to whom I muſt 
give a quite oppoſite anſwer, namely, Why did 
it come no ſconer ? I anſwer, becauſe I no ſooner 
ſaw it abſolutely needful. I lived in good hopes, 
and ſo did Mr. Weſley, as he had made his ap- 

al to his writings, that they would ſufficiently 
juſtify him. Conſciouſneſs of innocence is a ſut- 
ficient ſhelter from foul detraction. He knew, and 
I knew, and ten thouſand in Great Britain knew, 
that there was no need of any other at all, would 
but people have opened their eyes, read in thoſe 
works of his treating upon the ſubject, and in 
ſpight of their prejudices, they muſt have ſcen 
the truth ſhining throughout them. 

In the laſt place, it may be ohjected, both by 
foes and friends : © But if my ſeniors and fellow- 
ſoldiers New nothing of ths, from its conception 
in embrio, to its preſent maturity, was I not a 
little ſelf. confident to engage alone © | anſwer, 
frlt, The work is purely defenſive. It is by no 
means intended to (God grant it may not) offend 
or hurt any perſon whatever, nor any righteous 
cauſe. Some perſons may object, But if what 
you ſay be true, muſt it not neceſſarily hurt the 
Editor, by leſſening him ſome way or other in peo- 

les eſteem ? I anſwer, this is impoſſible, in the 
judgment of charity, (to whoſe umpire I always 
refer, and by whoſe ſentence I would always 


willingly ſtand). For, 1. Will charity condemn. 


a man for doing his 5% to ſtop the growth of 
what he thinks to be erroneous and hurttul to the 
cauſe of God? Or, 2. Suppoſe he may have been 
under a miſtake, who are 8 from them ; while in 

| the 
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the houſe of their pilgrimage ? No, no, read the 
character of the umpireſs in 1 Cor. xiii. and con- 
ſider her mantle and vail in Prov. x. 12. then 


judge yourſelf what ſentence ſhe will paſs. But 


it may be aid, in “ / ſaying, doſt thou not con- 
demn thyſelf in ſome of the following queries?“ 
I anſwer, I am not conſcious of it do not 
know one that did not thinł uſeful, either for e- 
lucidating the ſubject, appealing to the public or 
the Editor himſelf, or to:puſh my pointed argu- 
ment, contained in the bowels of it, into the 
heart of the reader; not indeed to hurt him, but 


to help him to underſtand the ſubject the better. 


By the judgment of charity, therefore, I deſire 
to be judged myſelf, and refer to this ey * 
my meaning. But, ſecondly, Neither was it ſelf- 
confidence, but confidence in the goodnels and 
ſtrength of my cauſe. But perhaps my friends, and 
the friends of what they love and think to be the 
truth, may be ready to ſay, How durſt yu come 
into the field, and much leſs alone, leſt che cauſe 
ſhould be hurt by the weakne/s of him that de- 
Fends it,.and fo be offended like David's brethren ? 
1 Sam. xvii. 28. I anſwer, for that very reaſon 
J chuſed to enter the field alone, that the whole 
blame, and all the Hurt, if there be any, may re- 
bound upon my own head — and the public 
knoyy that it is not the Methodiſts that reply in 
general, but myſelf only in particular. And 
« what have I now done ? Is there not a cauſe? 
1 Sam. xvii. 29. Yes, my friends: Ihe alarm is 
ſounding. in every place: And moſt. people are 
ſaying, we therefore d not raply, becaule we can- 
10t. But the above may inſinuct them in better. 
reaſons: And. I hope what follows will convince 
them, that. we car. But I muſt conclude my in- 
| | troduction, 
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troduction, leſt the head ſhould ſwell bigger than: 2 
the body itſelf. I here inſert two or three Hymns, ja 
made at Aberdeen above a year ago, that may | 
ſerve to ſhew the Author's judgment in the ſubject. 1 
of the prefent debate. 


TO GOD OUR. CREATOR. 


HT MN. I. 


Immortal Being, by whoſe ſole aid, 
The earth's foundations firſt were laid. 
At whoſe command, a world was born 
From chaos, and th' abyſs forlorn. 

It: 
And ſtill the ſame almighty word, 
That gave it birth, doth yet afford 
A magazine of richeſt ſtore, 
To bleſs, and feed the humble poor, 

| | ES 
Whoſe lib'ral hand ſupplies the wants, 
And feeds the meaneſt of his ſaints ; 
Whoſe eyes fly round from pole to pole, 
To ſave, and ſuccour ev'ry foul. 

IV, 
Thou great Almighty King of heaven, 
To thee all praiſe be alway giv'n; 
Thou rul'ſt in heaven, and earth, and hell, 
And all thy works ay goodneſs tell, 


To thee, lo! all our N we bow, 

And proſtrate fall with rev'rence low; 

We own thy ſceptre, and thy ſway, 

And gladly would thy will obey, 
9 

Accept the tribute of our praiſe, 

The joytul accents, humble lays, 

Which now to thee we gladly bring, 

Our God, our Saviour, and our King, 

C 2 
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1 VII. 

8 nn thou alone, by all ador'd, | 

"0 In earth, and heaven, the common Lord; 

' Regs thou in ug, our fins ſubdue, 

x And all our fouls in love renew. 

W | VIII. 

= And when we are renew'd by grace, 
Rais'd from the ruins of our race ; 

| We then will praiſe redeeming pow'r, 

| And triumph in a dying hour. 


HYMN II. | . 


| My ſpirit fails! appall'd my heart: 
Pale horror ſeizes ev'ry part: 

I ſtand aghaſt : methinks'I ſee, 

A world ingulph'd in miſery. 

II. - 
| F all'n from the heights of heav'nly bleſs, 
Wo | And ſunk in whirlpools of diſtreſs ; 
| | Lo Adam's finful race they ly, 

Beneath the fury of the ſky ! 

III. 

See how the pointed light'nings come, 
"ro execute their awful doom! 

The thunders dart in furious wrath, 
To puniſh them in hell beneath, 

IV. 

Hark! hark ſtern Juſtice cries aloud, 
To all th' avenging holts of God, 

© Halte—vindicate affronted grace, 
« Conſiga to hell yon rebel-race,” 


But is there none to interceed, _ 
Or riſe their ruin'd cauſe to plead ? 
Is there no mercy now in heaven ? 
| Nor ranſom ever can be given? 
— 2 -A: 


f 

x 194 1 
VI. L 

Yes: ſee on yonder azure throne, 23 
Replete with love, th' eternal Son 1 

Sits ſympathizing human woe, 2 
With ſoft compaſſion on his brow, 4 

VII, , 4 4 

He bids the flaming lightnings ſland. 7 
He holds the thunder with his hand ; 1 
Steps from his throne, and leaves the ſky, 4 
A veil'd, incarnate Deity. 4 

. VIII. 1 
A ſubſtitute for man he ſtood, 1 
g His fins did expiate with blood : * 
Quench'd the fierce fire of angry heav'n, 4 
And dying—ſpoke the world forgiv'n. 7 
IX. 
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The prince of hell he triumph'd o'er, 
And death itſelf confeſs'd his power: 
For tho? as man he ſhed his blood, 
He roſe, and conquer'd like a God, 
| * 
And then a victor, ſwift he flies, 
To take his ſeat above the ſkies: 
Cherubic hoſts all hail him home, 
And ſeraphs ſhout to view him come. 
XI. 
Then mounts again the dazzling throne, 
To plead for man what he had done; 
The Father all-propitious hears, 
And grants the anſwer of his prayers, 


— 


. 


— 


HYMN III. 


What prodigies are theſe I view? 

Are all a dream, or are they true? 
The earth from its deep centre ſhakes, 
Its ſtrongeſt pillar bends and breaks, 
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The mountains tremble, rocks are cleft, 


And of their apathy berett, 
Inſenſible no more remain, 
But ſympathize with mortal pain, 
III. 
All nature in convulſions lies: 
Loud thunder rends the frighted ſkies: : 
'The ſun himſelf forgets to ſhine; 
And robs the earth of light divine, 
IV. 
The graves have loſt their power to keep 
The dead repos'd therein aſleep ; 
The dead ariſe, their graves look out, 
To ſee what mortals are about. 
V. 
The heavens ſympathize with earth, 
And mourning take inſtead of mirth ; 
All nature clad in ſable night, 
Partakes the univerſal fright, 
VI. 
Tell me, ye mortals, if ye know, 
The cauſe from whence theſe wonders flow ? 
« *Tis JESUS dying on the croſs, 
« A victim facrific'd for us. 
| VII. 
«« He dies to ranſom us from hell, 
« And raiſe us with himſelf to dwell, 
© [nveſted. with a glorious robe, 
« And ſeated next the throne of GOD,” 
- Valk. 
No wonder that the earth and ſkies, 
Shou'd with their Maker ſympathize ; 
Tho' man without a tear could ſee, 
His Saviour dying on a tree! 
IX. | 
When man regards not, earth will groan, 


And heav'n its ſuff ring Maker mourn : 
| The 


he 


 Imputed, and impreſt, I thine : 


Could all the Indian golden ore, 


Nor art, nor nature in their prime, 


5 
The hoſts above his paſſion ſaw, _. 
And ſhouted when HE ſtruggled thro'. 


HYMN Iv. 
In JESUS” righteouſneſs divine, 


Nor need I fear to meet that day, 
When earth, and heav'n, will melt away; 
II. 
Array'd in this thrice-holy robe, 
More grand than monarchs of the globe, 0 
My ſoul will vie, for ſplendor bright, 
With ſeraphs in their robes of light, 
III. 
Can angels in their bright array, 
E'er look more brilliant or more gay ? 
Or Sol's meridian glory ſhine, 
With half ſuch effulgence divine ? 
"Oh 


Convey'd from earth's remoteſt ſhore, 
Enrich poor mortals like to this, 
JEHOVAH—GOD, aur righteouſneſs ? 


Are half ſo beauteous or ſublime; 
Nor all the glories of the globe, 
Can make ſo fine, ſo firm a robe. 

| I 
The Ting gem, the dazzling ſtar 
The glories of creation, are 
By far too mean to paint the worth, 
Or thadow half its glory forth, 

VII, 

When 1 inveſted with it am, 
And at the marriage of the Lamb; 
Approv'd ſhall ſtand by GOD above, 
And ſhare the happy ſeaſt of love; 
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| VIII, 
Yea, cloath'd in this, I bold ſhall Rand, 
Midſt angels pure at GOD's right hand, 
Nor fear fell dæmons power or ſpight, 
But ſing among the peers of light, 
IX, 
| With righteouſneſs upon my breaſt, 
| By faith imputed, and impreſt, 
1 Approv'd in holineſs divine, 
: | In Jeſus” : glorious image ſhine. 
3 X 


Accepted thro' redeeming love, 
' I boldly claim my ſeat above: 
When ſav'd, and ſanctify'd by grace, 
To ſee without a vail his face. 


C 


I Have had a diſtant regard to the performance 
before me in the introduction: but mult now 
draw nearer the field of action. Not to hurt my 
opponent who propoſed the objections, but to help 
my readers to underſtand the merits of the cauſe, 
and defend the truth againſt unjuſt aſperſions to- 
clear it of the difficulties it labours under by miſ- 
repreſentations ; and let-the world fee the whole 
of the matter, by ſolving the objections that are 
levell'd againſt us. Warm debates often hurt, 
rather than help the cauſe we engage in: when 
heat and paſſion get the ſtart of our reaſon, they 
raiſe ſuch a cloud of duſt in our way, that we 
often miſs the path of our duty, and even murder 
the thing we're endeavouring to reſcue. 1 hope 
I ſhall ſteer wide of thoſe rocks where too many 
have ſplit upon, and keep my mind in a calm 
all the time Pm engaging. 


Diſputes too often gender ſtrife, 
And tender minds pervert; 
Deſtroy religion's power and life, 
And do weak Chriſtians hurt. \ 


Let not me kindle what I want to quench. 
Set a watch, O thou who made the heart, that no- 
thing may iſſue out contrary to pure love: ſuffer 

| nothing 
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nothing to flame in my breaſt but love to thee, to 
thy truth, and to the perſon-whoſe performance I 
examine. Where the ſubject is important, I'm 
obliged to be very plain; nor can any judicious 
Chriſtian be angry for that. © Let the righteous 
ſmite me, (ſaid David), it ſhall be a kindnefs ; + 
yea, let him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent 
oil.“ In ſuch a diſpoſition, and with ſuch views, 
I deſire to (mite the heart of the objections, if I 
can, and yet ſpare the head of him who propoſed 
them by giving an honeſt, amicable, and af- 
fectionate reply | 
I. Firſt, To the recommendations of Aſpaſio 
Vindicated. And, | | 
II. Secondly, To the Editor's other objections 
to the end of the preface. Lam,. 

1. Firtt, To find a reply to the recommenda- 
tions of Aſpaſio Vindicated ; to the top of page 
4. preface. 

« Mr. Hervey's writings have gained ſich a fa - 
vourable reception among Chriſtians of all deno- 
minations, that nothing farther need be ſaid to re- 


commend his defence of Therun and Apa ſio, than 


to afſure the public, that it contains the ſtrongeſt 


internal marks of being genuine; and is equal, if 


not ſuperior, to any of his controverſial pieces pu- 
bliſhed in his lifetime. N 

Reply 1. Few have been more agreeably enter- 
tained with this kind reception of Mr. Hervey's 
writings, than the writer of this reply. Often 
have I pleaſed myſelf with thinking, ſurely “ the 
days march on apace, when the ng: X 
| Iirae 


+ TDN Benignitas, benevolentia, beneficentia, 
when it flows from a . pious, b:nign affection to do 
good ** ; f 


c as cc. 


A 


0 =O ©» 


n 


Iſrael will ſee eye to eye in Zion; and, in the : 
main principal things of the goſpel, be of one mind. þ 
and one judgment. when the golden age ſhall re- : 
turn again to unite Chriſtians of every name: when 9 
TE « Love, like death, hath all deſtroy'd, $ 
Render'd all diſtinctions void; 9 
Names, and ſects, and paities fall, f 


And thou, O Chriſt! art all in all” But, 


2. To lay ſuch ſtreſs upon his kind reception 
, of |;is writings, as to make it an argument to re- 1 
commend a poſthumous book, that confeſſedly j 
« emerges out of darkneſs, and got into the world | 
as it were by ſtealth,” is ro burden it with a weight 
that it is ncither able nor willing to bear. In or- 
der to be cuſible of this, let us but view this man- % 
ner of realuning. © Mr. Hervey's writings (pu- 
bliſhed in his lite time) have gained a favourable re- 
ception,” &c. But a book has © emerged out of 
darkneſs, and ſt len into the world,” with bis name. 
in the front; therefore Mr. Hervey's writings are 
ſuch'*f a recommendation of this book, that nothing 
more need be {aid to recommend it than,” &c. 
Where do 5 fee the conſequence flow from the 
premiſles.? are they not derived from a different 
fountain ? 
3. I ſhould rather have reaſoned thus: © Mr. 
Hervey's writings have gained /uch a favourable 
reception,“ &c. that it will be doing diſhonour to 
his name when dead, as well as injury to his 
works, (by which being dead he yet ſpeaketh), if 
any thing be fathered upon him that is unworthy 
of his pen, his ſpirit, and temper ; or that cannot 
ſhew a clear and undeniable proof of being his 
own. legitimate performance, without having 44 
| | other 
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other ſuſpicious marks to the contrary, &c. But 


a book, aonfeſſedly, by the publiſher himſelf, ha- 


ving Mr. Hervèy's name in the front, ** emerges _ 


out of darkneſs, and ſteals, as it were, its way 
into the world ;”? (a) therefore it is, at leaſt, very 


probable it may have tele his name along with it, 


and is, at belt, but a very fuſpicious circumſtance ; 
therefore, I will be very cautious that I be not de- 
ceived by appearances for, if it ſhould »t be his, 
it is great robbery and couzenage to come in hzs 
name: belides, it may be attended with the worſt 
of ces to religion in general, .as well as 


individuals; and therefore, till I have full pro, 


I will at leaſt ſuſpend my judgment in fo durk a 
matter. But, | | 

4. That it “ contains the ſtrongeſt internal 
marks of being genuine,” is another thing that 
deſerves to be inquired into. The Editor does 
indeed © aſſure the public,” That that is the caſe, 
But as the public are the beſt judges in caſes re- 
ferr'd to their diſquilition, ——-1 ſee nothing that 
this aſſurance itſelf amounts unto, but that the 
Editor himſelf thought % and doubtleſs will 
give others the ſame {iberty of thinking (perhaps 
otherwiſe) for themſelves. _ 

5. As its genuineneſs appears by its internal 
marks, it might be worth while, if there was any 
neceſſity, to examine them a little: but as this has 
been done ſufficiently already, 1 refer the reader 
| thither for latisfaction (6). It is indeed ſaying 
much in few words, to ſay, it“ is equal, if not ſu- 
perior, to any of his controverſial writings publiſh- 
ed in his lifetime.” Theſe writings ſpeak for 
themſelves, and ſtand in no need of any recom- 

| mendation 
(4) See Ep. to the reader prefixed to the Vind, 
% Aul. to Aſp. Vind, by J. Weſley, 
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mendation whatever. But whether this does or not, 


it is certain, it is not without one. Nevertheleſs my 


own judgment is this; If it muſt be Mr e e 


its true name ſhould. be Jchabod (c). My reaſons 
for the name are the following :. 1. It is an untime- 
ly birth, as I am informed it was not, confeſſedly, 


fmiſhed in Mr Hervey's lifetime. 2. Born after 
the death of the father, which is the 7rve rcaſon 


of its coming into the world this way, fecing 


Mr Hervey deſired, among his dying words, that 
it might never be-publiſhed at all. Vd. the intro- 
duction. But, 3. and principally, becauſe 1 may aſt 


With but too great reaſon, Where is the g/cry, (d) 


the glory of the book itſelf ? Is it not the 
glory of every book to be trze and v/cful But, 
1. If there be any weight in Mr Weſlcy's anſwer, 
and in my arguments added to his in this little 
piece, it is not 7rze. 2. The Editor bimſelf, a 
little below, conteſſes “ miſtakes” in it, both in 
doctrinal ſentiments, and fcrip-ural illuſtrations. 
Now, if it miſtake in theſe, it cannot be ſaid 
to be all true, by the Editor's own confeſſion. 
3. Neither can it be well calculated to do good, if 


it be not true; and how its miſtakes will contri: 


bute to that end, I need not inquire. Laſtly, if 
there be any ſolidity in the preceeding reatons, 
and real truth in the Editor's recommendations, the 
conſequence is but too plain, namely, thoſe writings 
of Mr Hervey that were publiſhed in his lifetime, 
are “ equally untrue, and cqually wprof table,” In 
what uſeful tenſe, then, can this be /zpericr to them, 
when it proves them miſtaken ? But, 2. Where 
is the glory of Mr Hervey bimſelf, if all his works 
are ſo full of miſtakes? His remembrance is dear 
D to 
e) 1 Sam. iv. 19. alt. (a) The Engliſh of 
Icnabod, - 
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to many. But if this be the caſe, as it appears 
from the above, we may truly ſay, in mournful 
accents, Where is his glory ? His friends, and 


the friends of piety and godlineſs, may imitate 
Ichabod's mother, 1 Sam. iv. 20. But ſhe an- 
ſwered nt” for very grief of foul. ——Alas ! How 
is our gold become drs, and our wine mixed 
with water! I need make no reflections on this 
mournful occaſion. But, 3. Where is the glory 
of God? Is his righteous cauſe promoted by untrue 
meaſures ? Rather, Is not this the way to open 
all our gates to let in our enemies? O * tell it 
not in Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſ- 
- Kelan, leſt the Philiſtines rejoice, leſt the uncir- 
cumciſed triumph,“ while the virgins, the daugh- 
ters of Iſrael, mingle their cries, and fitin folemn 
ſackcloths, lamenting, © How are the mighty fal- 
len! fallen in the midſi of the battle!“ Yea, the 
true friends of Mr Hervey may weep and ſay, I 
am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother ! — Very plea- 
ſant haſt thou been to me. Then conclude their 
ditty, © How are the mighty fallen! and the wea- 
pons of war periſhed !” 2. Sam. i. 25. 27. I ſay 
„ the weapons of war periſhed !” For, it is cer- 
tain, Mr Hervey's writings have gained a favour- 
able reception among Chriſtians of all denomina- 
tions, and have been weapons by which God has 
done great things, in inſtructing the fooliſh, con- 
vincing the erroneous, Cc. &c. Therefore, alas! 


his weapons, his ſimplicity, and integrity, his 


accuracy, mildnels, ; benevolence, and the like, 
muſt have been ſadly fallen——yea, 1 had almeſ? 
ſaid periſhed, while he was thus employed in 
writing miſtakes, c. Was my voice ſtrong e- 
nough to reach him through the concave of the 
Heavens, I would cry as David to the woman of 

Tekoah 7 
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Tekoah, Hide not from me, I pray thee, the 


thing that I ſhall aſk thee : Is not the hand of Joab 
with -thee in all this?” Nor am I without ground 


to believe he wauld reply, with regret that ever it 
was publiſhed, “ He put all theſe words (or moſt 
of them) in the mouth of thy ſervant (e)“ Is it 
not doing juſtice then to the memory of the dead, 
as well as to the writings that ſurvive him, and 
the cauſe of religion and virtue, to aſcribe to 
the hand of the ſame Joab, whatever the Editor 
himſelf confeſſes to be miſtakes ? &c. Beſides, 
What good end can it poſhbly ſerve to lay them 
upon him? Perhaps it may be ſaid, To ſhew 
that Mr Weſley is by no means fo orthodox” as 
he may have been (by ſome) imagined to be? I 
anſwer, By no means: For, was the book true, and 
the charges in it juſt, whoever the author was, that 
is at beſt but a circumſtance, and would not alter 


the fad? at all. Truth is the ſame, and ſo is falſe- 


hood, by whomſoever affirmed or denied. Now, 
the deſign of theſe papers is, © by manifeſtation 
of the truth,“ to lay the matter naked and bare 


to the eyes of the public, to judge righteous 


judgment. Neither am I at all folicitous with 
regard to my preſent undertaking, Vn was the 
author of the Vindication, When I come to that 
part of my ſubject, the point will be, Are the 
facts true? not, iho wrote them? But, 

7. Suppoling I can prove it impofſible that the 
facts ſhould be true, among ſuch a train of circum- 
ſtances to the contrary, Will it not be injuring 
the innocent, to father the book upon Mr. Hervey, 
as his principal performance, as well as a bad 
execution of his dying requeſt? And ſuppoſing it 
ſhould do any harm to any perſon whatever, he 

2 W 


(e) 2 Sam. xiv. 19. 


. 


will be chargeable for that harm, but thoſe who 

brought it out of the dark to which Mr Hervey 
had doomed it? And how will they face either 
their Maker, or him, in the day of account, yea, 
or the perſons either, whom it has injured by their 
means? Review this reaſoning when you have 
read thro? what follows, and ſearched the matter 
to the bottom Then judge for yourſelves. 

The Editor goes on : 

It was printed in England a few months ago, 
but nt publiſhed : So that, it is believed, not four 
copies of it have reached Scotland. (Poſſibly the 
Leed's printer would ſcarce have ventured to have 
done it to this day, ſeeing the whole town could con- 
tute its contents). The ſubject is deeply intereſting, 
the manner in which it is managed /criptural, 
judicious, and animated.” —— 

Reply 1. If there be any weight in the obſer- 
vations and reſlections contained in the preſent 
uadertaking, and in the authorities adduced to 
vouch them, it is great pity (to ſay no more) that 
it ſhould ever have been publiſhed at all; at 
lealt Mr Hervey ſeems- to have thought fo; per- 
haps the editor himſelf may ſome time think ſo. 
In the mean time, you may ſee the reaſon why 
I call the gentleman that prefaced it, by the name 
of the Editor, 

2. It is readily acknowledged, the“ ſubject is 
deeply intereſting,” in many more ſenſes than one : 
is it not deeply interciting, 1. To Mr. Hervey's 
character and writings? Judge of this afterwards. 
2. To thole that cauſed it to * emerge out of 
darkneſs, and get into the world as it were by 
ſtzalth,” (let them weigh the matter well in God's 
balance)! ? And, 3. To the public in general. 
Ought not they to examine the thing to the bot- 

tom, 
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tom, leſt they ſhould be impoſed upon, and conſe- 
quently reccive an illegitimate "xm in the ſtead 


of a true heir? For, if this performance be equal, 
if not ſuperior to any of Mr Hervey's controver- 
ſial writings, publiſhed_ in his lifetime, Ought it 
not to. wear the laurels before them all? -4. To 
the character and writings of Mr Weſley, as will 
appear hereafter? 5. To the cauſe of God and 
religion : and that, among other reaſons, becauſe, 
6. The ſubject-matter of it is ſo very eſſential to 
the being of true religion itſelf, ſince it is no leſs 
than that of a ſimner*s juſtification before a holy 
God. Now, an error in the foundation is often 
fatal to the whole fabrick. (And what if there 


ſhould be ſome found even in this?) Let us briefly . 


ſtate this deeply intereſting ſubject, the better to 
underſtand. it. I ſhall do this, by laying down 
Mr Welley*s ſentiments in the point (for the molt 
part in his own words, abundant proof of which 
you will have below). Take them as follows : 
Mr Weſley un for miy afferts, (“ and that without 
wavering ſince the year 1738,”) 1. That no man 
is juſtified in the ſight of God by any werks done 
by him of any kind, either before or after belie- 
ving. 2. That neither is he juſtified by his own 
righteouſneſs, i. e. ſanctifying grace inheren! in 
him, no more juſſi fies than his own outward works 
do. 3. That the righteouſneſs of Chriſt (including 
both what he did and /uffered) imputed io us, aud 
received by a true and lively faith, is that which 
alone juſtifies any man in the fight of God. 
4. That faith z/elf does not juſtify, (having no 
more intrinlic value than our works), but only as 
it receives Chriſt, and is itſelf the gift of God, or, 
as he expreſſes it himſelf, © We conclude then, 
that a man is juſtified by faith——and even by 
| D 3 this, 
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this, ot as it is a WORK, but as it apfrehends 
Chriſt,” Vid. Not. Rom. iii. 28. That neither 
faith nor wirks have any merit in them at all. Af 
merit being in the righteouſneſs and blood of Chriſt 
only. 5. That when we are juſtified, our fins are 
forgiven, our perſons accepted and imputed righ- 
teous i: the ſight of God, and are then made heir 
acc \rdi 2g to the hope of eternal life. This is his 
notion of juſtification, which you will find proved 
by his own words below. But then, for the fake 
of avoiding any miſtake in his meaning, by the 
manner of his ſpeaking, it is neceſſary to oblerve, 
he maintains, that it is all conditional. Perhaps 
you may ſay, that is the very thing that renders 
his doctrine ſo very exceptionable, I reply, Poflibly 
It is ony from the ambz: ouity of the word condition 
that makes % think ſo. Jou, by condition, may 
under ſtand a thing of value, given for another, in 
the way of barter or covenant : But where do you 
find Mr Weſley uſe the word in this ſenſe, unleſs 
it be to confute it ? He tells you himſelf in what 
ſenſe he uſes it, in his firſt volume of ſermons, * 
and explains it at large. His words are,“ Faith is 
the condition of juſtification, I mean, a man can. 
not be juſtified without it. Do you think he can? 
Nat, if the Bible be true, It is in this ſenſe, and 
in this ſenſe only, that Mr Weſley preaches and 
maintains a canditional predeſlination, and final pet - 
ſeverence, conditional juſtification, conditional 
ſalvation, c. In a word, where does he uſe the 
word condition in all his writings in any other 
meaning? 1 appeal to his writivg>.for pi oof, Per- 
haps you may ſay, “ But J cannot underſtand it 
yet, he talks {9 much about dying, that I fear he 
means ſomething elſe at the b. ttm.” I will do 

my endeavour to make you underſtand him then. 
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Suppoſing a man to be in Edinburgh, and his Na. 
jeſty commands him up to London, can he ever 
get thither without he be ſormeway conveyed ? 


Muſt he not uſe the means? Suppoſe walking, 


riding, failing, &c.? Why, that is all. Uſe the 
means, and God will bleſs them. But it may be 
ſaid“ We are weak, and we can ds nothing of, 


ourſelves.” 'Tis true. And did you ever ſee fal- 


len weak humanity better deſcribed than in the 
firſt part of his book upon Original ſin? I believe 
the whole compaſs of learning, whether antient 
or modern, can ſcarce exceed it: Let the reader 
judge. Suppoſing then, you ſhould fay, But if Mr 
Weſley believes that man is fo weak and leu of 
himſelf, why does he talk /o much of peoples 
doing? I anſwer, Becauſe, tho' he maintains, that 
without Chriſt we can do nothing ; yet he main- 
tains, that the grace of Chriſt is /eficient, and that, 
thro* his ſtrengthening us, we can do all things 
compatible with mortality. But farther, it may 


be ſaid, Do not the Scriptures ſay that man is dead; 


and can a dead man do any thing? 1 anſwer, Do 


the Scriptures ſay that a believer is dead ? Rather 


do not they ſay exactly the contrary ? Now, can- 
not a living man do any thing? Perhaps you may 
ſay, Not that has any merit in it: And Mr Weſley 
ſays exactly the ſame But again, it may be ſaid, 
% Does not Mr Weſley call upon ſinners to repent, 
and ſay, that they muſt repent, believe, Cc. or 
elſe they cannot be ſaved ?”? I anſwer, Do not 
the Scriptures do the ſame? * But cannot man re- 
pent, if /e will?” ] anſwer, No; not till God make 
bim willing. Where does Mr Weſley ſay other- 
wile? The ſum is, Mr Wefley maintains that a 
man muſt ſow in order to reap : But then he main- 


tains, that God both fiads him the ce, ſupp'ies 


him 
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him with means, and ſends him the incregſe. But, 
for the better underſtanding ef what follows, it 
may be uſeful to obſerve farther, Mr Weſley does 
not believe or maintain, that a perſon is © really, 
perfectly, compleatly, andgloriouſly righteous,” when 


he is only juftified. No; he maintains, that hat 


will not be the caſe in reality, till he is juſtified 
and ſanctified both. He believes there is a wide 
difference both in the meaning of the terms and 
the ſubjects themſelves. Perſons may be Jig fed, 


that is, pardoned and accepted of God, imputed. 


righteous, and dealt with as ſuch, who, never- 
theleſs, both have actually, and a long time may 
have, a body of fin within them, which yet mult 
be removed before they can be ſaid, in a /o:md, 
ſcriptural, Proteſtant ſenſe, to be really and wholly 
ſancti ed; or, © really, perfectly, compleatly, and 
gloriouſly righteous in the ſight of God.“ 

To ſet this matter, this“ deeply intereſting” 
point, in a fuller light, allow me to relate the moſt 
important controverſy that I ever held in my life: 
And nothing but the ſame neceſſity that obliges 


me nu to write, forced me then to argue, See 


the introduction. Bring challenged to a diſpute by 
W C - in the city of Norwich, the points 
were theſe : © Whether a real believer in Chriſt be 
really, perfectly, and compleatly holy, when he firſt 
believes in him? Whether there be any ſuch thi 

as real growth in grace? Whether a believer 


needs any more holineſs to be derived into his foul 


From Chriſt, after juſtification ; or whether Chriſt 


be not'ewr holineſs in the ſame manner as he is our 


righteouſneſs, viz. by imputation ? That is, in one 
word, Whether that holineſs that the Scriptures ſay 
is neceſſary for ſalvation, and without which no 
man can fee the Lord, is to be derived from Chriſt 

into 
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into us, or whether we have it «ly in Chriſt by 


our mien with him? He tock the affirmative, I 


the negative ſide of the queſtion. He averred, 


That “'the moment a perſon is ui fed, he is en- 
tirely ſanctified alſo; and from that moment, to 
the day of his death, he is as holy in himſelf as he 
ever will be——yea, from that moment, in himſelf 
to the day of his death, he is never a whit the 
more holy or the 4% holy,” You may ſee the 


ſame ſentiments in his printed works. After we 


had diſputed the point for two hours or more, I 
at laſt laid, Does it not follow from hence, that ſin 
in a believer is no ſin ; and that he may commit it 
with impunity? He pauſed a while,-— and then 
anſwered, Yes. © And ſuppoſe J live and die in the 
commiſhon of any ſin whatſoever, I know 1 ſhall 
go to heaven.” The company broke up, and cry'd 
* Enough, Enough ; we now ſee whither Mr C——s 
doctrines lead unto.” Permit me now to propoſe 
a few queries to the public, to whom I make my 
appeal. 

Query 1. Was there not great need of a pre- 
ſervative from ſuch doctrines as theſe, when they 
were artfully handed about, and by but too many 
received, and that in the very terms of Mr Hervey, 
or nearly lo, as far as art could ſhape them to the 

rpole, (thy? never intended in that ſenſe in the 


leaſt by Mr Hervey), and even at the ſame time that 
very perſon pretending Mr Hervey's authority 


for it, and if any one doubted the fact, would of- 
ten produce a piece of a letter with Mr Hervey's 
name at the bottom? Whether Mr Weſley's pre- 
ſervative was adapted to the purpoſe aforeſaid, is 
neither the queſtion nor my buſineſs to inquire. 


Q. 2. Whether the leading propoſition in Aſpa- 


ſio Vindicated, be not nearly allied to ſome of the 
| | points 
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points of the above debate? Whether the author 


ever inſiſts upon real perſonal holineſs, to be de- 


rived into US from Chriſt ? I mean what we uſually 
term ſanctification. Let it be examined thoroughly, 
and be not deceived by appearances. 

Q. 3. Whether Mr Hervey's being conſcious of 


this, or ſomething like this, s alſo that Mr Weſley 


and his doctrines were therein ill uſed and mifre- . 
preſented ; whether this was not the real cauſe that 
made that honeſt, pious, good man upon his death- 
bed deſire, that hat book might © not be publiſh- 
ed at all? At leaſt, is not this a more probable rea- 
ſon than that in the epiſtle before it, viz. © That 
i the publication has been ſo long deferred, tis 
« probable, was owing to the reſpect born by the 
c“ friends of the deceaſed, to the Reverend Mr 
« Weſley :” Let the impartial judge. 

7. As to the © manner in which it is managed”, 
I refer, i. To the book itſelf, to be compared with 
Mr Hervey's writings publiſhed in his lifetime ; 2. 
With the following conceſſion of the Editor him- 
ſelf, © miſtakes there may be, Cc.“ 3. To Mr 
Weſley's anſwer. 5 

8. How *© ſcriptural,” appears from the laſt re- 
ply. Can that be /criptural which miſtakes, 1. 
Scripture-illuſtrations, (1 ſhould rather have ſaid. 
proofs); 2. Dottrinal ſentiments, allowing they were 
the leſſer ſort only, and but few in number like- 
wiſe ? By the ſame charitable allowance, however, 
I hope ſoon to make it appear, at leaſt to the dil- 
cerning, that the Editor muſt either allow Mr 
Welley to be orth5dox, or himſelf poſſibly a little 
too partial; which ſubject you may conlult theſe 
texts of Scripture upon, Jam. ii. 1. Acts x. 34. 


35. Rom. ii. 11. Let not the reader forget this 


remark, as I may poſſibly have uſe for it hereaftq. 
| _ --.. 
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It is true, Mr Hervey was a workman that 
needed not to be aſtamed; which I confeſs is a 
reaſon with me that would make me hide my face 
for very ſhame, © jt the adverſary was near,” ever 
to think that the Vindication was his own ſole per- 
formance, yea, and bluſh in ſecret before my Ma- 
ker. World it not teach me this leſſon? “ Let 


him that thinks he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall.“ 


10.“ He was too wiſe and good to arrogate to 
himſelf infallibility,”—and his friends have given 
a ſpecimen, that they are very far from thinking 


him fo. It was no doubt a ſufficient reaſon (or 
reaſons rather) that made that good, wiſe man, 
with his “ laſt breath,” declare, that he would nut 


have it to“ be publiſhed at all“ However, 
others it ſeems, more wiſe than the pretended au- 
thor, think they know better than he did, and cons 
ſequently are 4% fallible than him. But 1 per- 
ſuade 'myſelf, (and for Hr ſake I ſhould be ſorry to 
be miſtaken), theſe papers will let the public iee, 
if they did not before, that the judgment of thoſe 
that “ emerged it out of darkneſs,” was more 
fallible, and dark too, than his who would have 
had it remain there. And, ” 

- Laſtly, For ſuch reaſons as IT have offered, and 
ſhall offer, to conlideration, I incline to think the 
impartial reader will imagine that there are reaſons 
ſomewhere or other, if Mr Hervey's humility or 
knowledge be eſteemed as none, why the pertorm- 
ance ſhould have remained “ unknown for ever,” 


As to both its emphatical «/efulne/s and ſeaſin- 


ableneſs, I leave others to juage, as well as my- 
ſelf, when they have read to the end of my pre- 
ſent reply. But why zſeful, I pray? It follows: 
c. Many religious locieties (or claſſes rather) have 
been lately erected in Edinburgh, under the direc- 

ton 


T8] 


tion of the Reverend Mr John Weſley ; and moſt 
of their members are perſons warmly attached to 
the doctrine, worſhip, and diſcipline eſtabliſhed in 
the church of Scotland. Poſſibly the following 
ſheets may convince ſome of them, that Mr We- 
fley is by no means ſo orthodox as they have 
hitherto imagined, in that doctrine of cation 
thro? the righteouſnels of Chriſt, which Luther 
eſteemed the characteriſtie of aſtanding or falling 
church.” 

Reply 1. With regard to our /5cieties, the plain 


account mentioned below might allo have been 


called a full account, ſo that I need ſay no more 
about them. | 
2. That they are “religious ſocieties” is a very 


great bleſſing. For religion is the perfection of 


our nature; and, alas! there is but too little of it 
in the world. 

3. In what ſenſe theſe are © under the diredion 
of the Reverend Mr John Weſley,” I ſuppole the 
Editor is not well informed, ſeeing Mr Weſley 
acts in concert. And, belides, when we meet, 
more or leſs, every year to hold a friendly con- 
ference, ' depending upon God, and praying for 
his bleſſing, we uſually part, ſinging as we go a- 
long, 


Bleſt be the dear uniting love, 
Which would not let us part: 
Our bodies may far off remove, 
We ſtill are join'd in heart; 
Join'd in one ſpirit to our Head: 
Where He appoints we go, 
And ſtill in JESUS? foctiieps tread, 
And do RIS work below. 


4. It 


[ 49 J 


4. It is an 7 in favour of the Metho- 
diſts, That they do not wean or ſtrive to wean the 
minds of their people from their mother-church : 
That they are members of our ſocieties, and yet 
« ARE (to wit, at the ſame time,) perſons warm- 
ly attached to the doftrine, &c. of the church of 
Scotland” — For, if their warm attachment pro- 
ceed from Chriſ?;an love and union, then certainly 
it ſays no Intle in their favour, to ſay they ARE 
warmly attached, &c. Love is from God ; but 
the Methodiſts they have love ; and, ergo. Again, 
Chriſtian union and fellowſhip are from God ; but 
the members of the Methodiſts ſociety have Chri- 
ſtian union and fellowſhip, (viz. with their mother- 
church); and, ergo. On the other hand, they who 
cauſe diſcord and diviſion, are from the devil; but 
the Methodiſts do not cauſe diſcord and diviſion, 
&c. ergo. I ſhould not have took notice of this, 
if it had not been to expreſs my ſorrow, that 
many of thoſe called © religious fcieties” that 
have been ſet up in this kingdom, for many years 
before the Methodiſts came, ſeem not fo © warm- 
ly attached 7o the worſhip and diſcipline cſtabliſh- 
ed in the church of Scotland.” How do you knew 
but that God may have ſent ws to help to heal 
your breaches? This, at leaſt, looks more likely 
than vtherwiſe ; I ſhould be glad, if, by this op- 
portunity, I could call to the remembrance of any 
what Mr Weſley ſaid, again and again, theſe three 
years paſt, in the hearing of thouſands in this part 
of Britain; recollect and judge if it do not look, 
at leaſt, as if we intended it. 

5. What ſome © may imagine of Mr Weſley's 
orthodoxy,” I cannot ſay; but I hope very ſhortly 
to prove, that Mr Welley is “ by no means fo? 

| | "7 0 heterodox 
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heterodox as Aſpaſio vindicated and the Editor 
would have us imagine. But before that I muſt, 
6. Obſerve, that Luther's judgment was very 


Juſt, and not improperly introduced, ſeeing, it 
gives me an opportunity to obſerve, that, indeed, 


according to it, if we are ſkilled in the ſigns of 
the times, we have reaſon to fear they look but 
very lowering at beſt, I with every one laid it as 
much to heart as Luther did, and then the riſing 
generation may probably have an eſtabliſhed ſtand- 
ing church. At preſent, Does it not look as if it 
would quickly ſhaze? Seriouſly conſider the caſe 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and ſpeak. The 
Methodiſt teachers have an opportunity of ſeeing 
and hearing ſometimes more than is agreeable 
upon “ ſo deeply intereſting a ſubj ect,“ as ſuch a 
characteriſtic muſt neceſſarily be. But to pro- 
ceed. I cannot help here, as my appeal is to the 
public, and as the public are ſo well acquainted 
with us, by reaſon of our preaching ſo often in 


all the public places of England and Ireland, and 
now in ſome of Scotland allo 


cannot help, 
I ſay, addreſſing them in this place in a particular 
manner, and to call upon them to bear witne/s, 


Whether ever any of them, at any time, thu? 


they have heard Mr Weſley preach, pephaps fif- 


teen thouſandtimes or more, whether they yet ever 


heard him ſpeak, from firtt to laſt, ne word againſt 
Juſtification by faith, according to the true Pro- 
teſtant doctrine as it is uſually underſtood ? Nay, 
but farther, I muſt appeal to all who have con- 
verſed with his works, with Himſelß, or attended 
his diſcourſes, if the contrary be not the truth. 
Have you not, 5% thouſands and ten thouſands in 


Iſracl, have you not conſtantly, uniformly, both 


by day and night, iaceſlantly, and always, * 
late, 
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late, when you have heard him at all, invariably 


and uniformly declare, that we are juſtified by 
faith alone? In a word, Have you ever heard 


him change his ſtyle and inſinuate the contrary ?_ 


Cannot you likewiſe bear witneſs to the truth of 


the following facts, upon which the weight of 


ſome of the following arguments /?and ? Having 
thus made my appeal, I procced to, my point, 
wherein I (hall eaſily ſhew, | | 

I. Firſt, That the Author of Aſpaſio Vindicated 


acknowledges that Mr Weſley ONCE maintained 


the truth, tho? he charges him with having re- 
eeded from it: 

II. Secondly, Prove by ſome undeniable argu— 
ments, that he maintains, at this day, the very 
Same thing that the Author of the Vindication owns 
to be the truth, and from which he declares he 
was then departed —— But I (hall, what may ap- 
pear to ſome an arduous undertaking, by irrefra- 
gable arguments, uncertake to dem: nſtrate, in the 

III. tbird and laſt place, That, at the very 
TIME when he wrote the letter to Mr Hervey, 
he then was orthodox in the grand article of juſti- 
fication by faith, in the IMPU HED righteo:/ſneſs 


of Chriſt our Lord; notwithſtanding what may. 
appear to ſame in the letter itlelf to the contrary. 


I am to ſhew, in the i | 
I. Firſt place, That the Author of Aſpaſio Vin- 


dicated acknowledges that Mr. Weſley ONCE 


maintained the truth, tho' he charges him with 
having receded from it. In order to this, J have 


. nothing to do but cite a few paſſages from the 


Vindicator himiclf, Which have received his ap- 
probation. Take the following : © Ihen will we 
ling the hymn which once expreſſed your ſenti- 
ments, and ſtill - expreſſes mine.” 'This is that 

| | E 2 goud. 


f 52 1 
good old wine which ONCE made Mr Weſley's 
heart glad (4) D7ꝰ. “ Can any language expreſs 
theſe matters more clearly, and affirm them more 
ſtrongly, than thoſe emphatical words in one of 


your own hymns? Let us for this faith contend,” 
Ge. (b) See alſo “ the following lines 


Let the world their virtue boaſt, 
Their works of righteouſneſs ; 
Ja wretch undone and loſt ; 
Am freely ſav'd by grace: 
Other title I diſclam m 
This, only this, is all my plea, 
I the chief of ſinners am, 
But Jeſus died for me.“ (c) 


* You had not always, Sir, ſuch an averſion to 
the phraſe imputed, witneſs that ſtanza in one of 
your hymns 


Let faith and love combine, 
To guard your valant breaſt; 
The plate be righteouſneſs divine, 

Imputed and impreſt.” (a) 


«© This imputed righteouſneſs was once your de- 
lightful theme, your ſong in the houſe of your 
pilgrimage (e).“ © Thoſe lines neither the poet 
nor the divine need be aſhamed, of 


My righteous ſervant and my ſon, 
Shall each believing ſinner clear ; 
And all who ſtoop t' abjure their own, - 


Shall in his righteoutneſs appear.” () 
{a) Aſp. Vind. p. 67. 68. (6) ib. p. 80. (c) 


55. P. 144. (4) ib. P. 163. (Ce) ib. P. 224. ( 


16. p. 238. 


. 


And to add but one more quotation, as theſe 
are abundantly ſuſficient. 


& Grant this O Lord, for thou haſt gies 
That 7 might be forgiven ; 
T hou haſt thatrighteouſnels/upply'd 
For which I merit heaven.“ (g) 


Thus you ſee, confeſſedly, by the Vindicator him 
ſelf, that Mr Weſley once maintained the truth. 
Then, in the 

II. Second place, I am to prove, by ſome unde- 
niable arguments, that Mr Weſley maintains at {his 
very day the very /ame thing that the author of the 
Vindication owns to be the truth, and from which 
he declares he was then departed, 

To prove this, I ſhall adduce a few arguments. 
M 

. Firſt argument is, that thoſe very hymns and 
books, out of which the Vindicator collected them, 
already cited with approbation, are at th/s very 
time daily ſang by Mr Weſley and his teachers, 
ſocieties, and coygregations, throughout Britain and 
Ireland. And thercfbre are his preſent (ſentiments. 
See more of this ſhortly. My. 

2. Second argument I draw from Vir Weſlcy's 
own words, in the preface to an hymn-book that 
he lately publiſhed, and which are daily ſung in 
public and in private by Mr Weiley, &c. The 
words I ſhall cite are theſe — There is not an 
hymn, not one verſe inſerted here, but what re- 
lates to the cammen ſalvation. Eg, it is Mr 
Weſley's preſent judgment that the following col- 
lection all relate to the common ſalvation. Conſi- 
der them well, and take them as following, ——- 

. 3 « hy 
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«© Thy grace I /urely ſhall receive: 
Thy death hath bought the grace /or me,” 
„Till my place above I claim, 
This only ſhall be all my plea; 
Friend of {ſmners, ſpotleſs Lamb, 
Thy blood was ſhed for me.” 
No good word or work or thought, 
Bring 1 to gain thy grace; 
Pardon I accept unbought, 
Thy proter I embrace.” 
«« Full of guilt, alas, I am, 
But to thy wounds for refuge fee; 
Friend of ſinners, ſpotleſs Lamb, 
Thy blood was ſhed for me.” 
© O love divine, what haft zhou done! 
Th' immortal God hath died for me, 
The Father's co-eternal Son, 
Bore all my ſins upon the tree; 
Of nothing ſpeak or think beſide, 
My Lord, my love, is crucified. —— 
„% He comes! and righteouſneſs divine, 
And Chriſt; and al/ with Chriſt , mine.” 
«« Jeſus, thou art y righteouſneſs, 
For all my firs were thine; 
Thy death hath bought of God my peace, 
- Thy life hath made him ine. 
«© This all my hope, and all my plea, 
For me the Saviour died.“ 
„% Thou my pain and curſe haſt took, 
All my fins were laid on thee,” —— 
« They ſhall as their ig/t, 
Thy righteouſnets claim; 
Thy righteouſneſs wearing, . 
And cleanſed by thy blood, 
Bold ſhall they appear in, 
Ihe pre/ence of God.“ 
«« For me the blood of ſprinkling pleads, 
And /peaks me juſtified.” | 
1 Falun. % Jeſu! 


3 


„ Jeſu! Thy blood and righteonu/nef5, 
My beauty are, my glorious dreſs ; 

Fully abfolv'd thro' the/e I am, | 
From fin and tear, from guilt and ſhame.” 


The following lines may be, not improperly, term- 
ed Mr Weſley's creed upon the Nell ſubject. 
To which 7 ſubſcribe. I'm perſuaded, if Mr Her- 
vey was alive, he would have no objection to put 
his name down alfo, Reader haſt thou? read 
and anſwer. ; 


« Lord, I BELFIVE thy precious blood, 
Which at the mercy-ſeat of God, 
For ever doth for ſinners plead; 
Por me, ev'n for my ſoul, was ſhed. 
The holy, meek, unfpotted Lamb, 
Who from the Father's boſom came, 
Who died for me, ev'n me t'atone, 
Now for my Lord and God I owr, 
Yet nougbt whereof to boaſt 1 have, 
All, all thy mercy eely gave: 
No works; uo righteouſneſs are ming, 
All is t work; and only thine. 
WHEN from the duſt of death I, 
To claim my manſion in the ſkies, 
Ev'n THEN this ſhall be / my plea, 

eſus hath LIV'D, hath died for me. 

HUS Abraham the friend of God, 
THUS all heav'ns armies bought with Blood, 
Saviour of finners thee proclaim —— 
Sinners! of whom the chief Ian: 
Naked from Satan did I flee, 
To thee my Lord, and put on thee ; 
And thus adorn'd, I wait the word, 
« He comes! ariſe, and meet thy Lord!“ 
Then ſhall heaven's hoſts, with loud acclaim, 
Give praiſe and glory to the Lamb, _ 
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Who bore our ſins, and by his blood 
Hath made us Kings and Prieſts to God. 

Ah ! give to all thy ſervants, Lord, 

With power to ſpeak thy quick'ning word; 
That all who to thy wounds will flee, 

May find eternal life IN thee, + 

O let the dead now hear thy voice, 

Now bid the baniſh'd ones rejoice ; 

Their beauty hir, their glorious dreſs, 
JESU! thy bleed and righteouſneſs.” 


Let me here aſk the Editor, Is not this & that 
doctrine of juſtification thro? the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, which Luther eſteemed the characteriſtic 
of a ſtanding or falling church?“ Let me then 
appeal to the public, how well a poſthumous book, 
that “ emerged out of darkneſs, and ſtole, as it 
were, into the world,” could be thought to be 
calculated © to convince” any ſenſible perſon of Mr 
Weſley's unſoundneſs in that article, when we 
ſing a compleat confutation of it as our creed or 
confeſſion of faith (in that article) every day ? 


What! Does Mr John Welley ſay of this very 


book, of theſe very lines, and letters, that they 
relate to the common ſalvation? Then permit me to 
cite the laſt words of his preface: © Come then, all 
ye children of the Moſt High, and let us magni- 
fy his name together: Let us with one mind, and 
one mouth, glory God, even the Father of our Lord 

eſus Chritt,”——Do you aſk in what muſt we 


join? I anſwer, in ſinging the following lines, 


the laſt I ſhall at preſent cite from that book. 


« Still the ſmall inward voice I hear, 
That whiſpers all my fins forgiven; .- 
Still the atoning blood is near, 
That quench'd the wrath of hollile heaven 
| . »” 4 W 1 
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I feel the life his wounds impart, 
I feel my Saviour iz: my heart. 
No condemnation now 1 dread, 

JESUS and all in him is mine: 
Alive in him my living HE A D, 

And cloath'd in righteouſneſs divine: 
Bold I approach th' eternal throne, 
And claim the crown thro Chriſt my own.” 


Here is quantum ſufficit, and much more behind, 
if you chuſe to read the book itſelf. What ſhall 
I ſay ? Is this “ claiming any alliance with Rome 2® 
I appeal to the candid of every denomination. 
Whether then will you believe, that book that 
« emerged out of the dark,” or the author (Mr 
Weſley) himſelf, when but ſeen in the light? Da 
Mr Wefley and his teachers ſing hymns to con- 
fate their ſermons, or to be confated by them? 


Jing one thing to God, and write another thing to 


man? ſing one thing in ſtreets and fields, eities 
and chappels, before teus of thouſands every year, 
yea, every day, ever ſince the year 1738, to this 


a pupil, did he write a ſhort letter, and renoun- 
ced and confuted all at a ſtroke ! Can any man in 
the world believe it? If he can, let him. Yet let 
him have patience and read a little farther before 
he conelude, leſt I bring forth ſome arrows out 
of my quiver, that will pierce his objections 
"_—_ their very vitals, till they languiſh and 
ie, My _ 

Me. At is, thoſe very words cited hy 
the Vindicator in prſe, with approbation, and the 
books from which they are taken continue to be 
publiſhed to this very day, and are in the hands 
of many thouſands, received and believed to = 

| | r 


very day; and yet once, at the requeſt of a friend, 
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Mr Weſley's preſent ſentiments, and by bim ac- 
knowledged to be fo. And therefore, &c. I ſhall 
refer the reader to the laſt page of the Vindicator, 
and cite a paſfage from p. 253. which the 
Vindicator cites from the principles of a Metho- 
diſt drawn up by the Reverend Mr John Weſley. 
* Chriſt is now the righteouſneſs of every one that 


troly believe in him; he for them paid the ranſom 


by his death, he for them fulfilled the law in bis 
kife : So that now in him, and by him, every be- 


. hever may be called a fulfilter of the lau.“ 


What ! Theſe the principles of a Methodiſt, of 
Mr John Weſley! Then I thus form my argu- 
ment: That which Mer J. Weſley wrote as the 

inciple of a Methodiſt, muſt be his principle; 

t Mr Weſley wrote the above as the principle 
of a Methodilt ; and ergo, the above is his prin- 
ciple. Unleſs you can prove, 1. That Mr John 
Weſley is no Methodiſt ; Or, 2. That he did not 
write as he thought, and would bave the Metho- 


diſts believe; Or, 3. That he has renounced 


them ſince he wrote them. To ſay the Vindica- 
tor has aſſerted or proved the 4%, is begging the 
qeſtion. x 1263 

4. Fourth argument, take as follows, Mr Weſley 
aſſerts the fame thing himſelf as his preſent ſen- 
timent. Thus, I admire, laue, and embrace, (the 
righteouſneſs of God our Saviour), as the ground 
at all my hope, as the only, foundation of every 
bleſſing in time and eternity.” (/) Thus then 1 ar- 
gue, That which a man afferts to be his real ſen- 
timent is certainly ſuch till the contrary is proved ; 
but at this preſent Mr Weſley aſſerts the above to 
be his real ſentiment ; ergo, it is his prelent real 
ſentiment, until the contrary is proved. Here I 

: refer 


* 


(4) Anſwer to Aſp. Vind. p. 39. 
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refer you, 1. To a treatiſe on juſtification, lately 
publiſhed by the Reverend J. Weſley. 2. To ſome 

of the arguments adduced to prove my 
III. Third general head, which is to demon- 
ſtrate, that, at the very time when he wrote the 
letter to Mr Hervey, he {hen was orthodox, in 
the grand article of juſtification by faith in the 
IMPUTED righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; notwith- 
ſtanding any thing that may appear to ſome in the 
letter itſelf to the contrary. T his is the grand point; 
and my 1. firſt argument to prove it, is drawn 
from Mr Weſlcy's own words. Anſ. to Aſp. Vind. 
p- 36. they are thele, © Wherein have I changed 
my judgment in any one reſpect with regard to Juſti- 
Fcation, ſince | printed the ſermon on ſalvation by 
faith, in the year 1738,” down to the year 1765 
viz. when he wrote his anſwer. Now thote very 
writings which the Vindicator quoted with ſuch 
approbation, were % publiſhed ſince that time, 
bz. 1738. My argument then is this, That which, 
from the year 1738 to the year 1765, Mr Weſley 
has “ ſteadily believed, and uniformly aſſerted, as 
all his writings declare, without ever changing his 
judgment in any one reſpect,“ muſt be acknow- 
ledged as his real ſentiment in the year 1756, (the 
time he wrote the letter:) But from that day, 
1738, to the year 1765, Mr Weſley has “ ſteadily 
believed, and wiiformly aſſerted, as all his writings 
declare, 1. That the only caiſe of our preſent 
and eternal ſalvation, is what Chriſt has e and 
ſuſfered for us + 2. That we are juſ/ifed by faith 
alone, in hm who lived and died for US ;” ergo, (i) 
in Oct 1756 (the date of the leiter) he was then 
orthodox, &c. But it may be objected, © We will not 
take his word for it.” I aniwer, 1. Will yow take 
the word of the author of Aſpalio vindicated for 
it : 

() Anſwer, p. 36. 
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it? Tf fo, obſerve, That author maintains him to 
have been once ſound, and quotes (as above) his 
own words for it : Now thoſe very words, appro- 
ved by the author of the vindication, were fir/? 
publiſhed within the above period; and, ergo but, 
2. If you will not take Mr Weſley's word for it, 
will you accept his challenge, and prove the con- 
trary? You may ſay Aſpaſio has done that already. 
I anſwer, that is begging the queſtion, taking for 
granted what I deny. But ſeeing Mr Weſley has 
referred to his writings, and the weight of the 
cauſe ſo much depends upon hem let us ſee 
if I cannot demonſtrate my point, againſt all oppo- 
ſition, from his writings themſelves. Wherefore 
my 2. ſecond argument ſhall be taken from Mr 
John Weſley's notes upon the New Teſtament, firſt 
edition, publiſhed only the year before he wrote 
the letter, viz. in 1755 ; if then I can prove him 
orthodox in the great article of juſtification by 
iniputed righteouſneſs, in the very year before he 
wrote to Mr Hervey, I ſhall be very near proving 
my point. 

N. B. I ſhall only /elef a few paſſages, and 
thoſe chiefly out of the epiſtle to the Romans — 
However, I preſume they will appear abundantly 
ſufficient : _ Take the following, „The law con- 
demns all men, as being under fin ; none there- 
fore is juſtified by the works of the law.“ We 
conclude then, that a man is juſtified by Faith ; 
and even by this, NOT as it is a work, but as it 
- APPREHENDS Chrji/t,” “ Faith was imputed to 
Abraham for righteouſneſs, 7. e. GOD accepted 
him as if he had been a/t5gether righteous.” © The 
ſinner being firſt convinced of his ſin and danger 
by the Spirit of God, ſtands trembling before the 
awful tribunal of divine juſtice, and has nothing to 


plead 
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plead but bis own guilt and the merits of a Medi- 
ator ; Chriſt here interpoſes, juſtice is ſati: fied, and 
the ſin is 1emitted,” “ Faith was imputed to A- 
braham for righteouſneſs; this is fully cor ſiſtent 
with our being ju//:fied by the imputation of the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt.” ' 4s by one man, ſin en- 
tered into the world, and death by ſin; fo, by one 
man, righteouſneſs entered into the world, and life 
by righteouſneſs. As death paſſed upon all men 
in that all had ſinned ; fo life paſſed upon all men, 
who are in the SECOND Adam by faith, in that 
all are juſtified. And as death, threvgh the ſin of 
the firſt Adam, reigned, even over them MO ad 
not ſinned after the likeneſs of Adam's trangreſſion; 
ſo, thro' the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, even thole who 
have not obeyed after the ln of his obedicnce, 


ſhall reign in life.” We may add, © A the ſinof Adam, 


without the fins which we afterwards committed, 
brought us death; SO the righteo:ſneſs of Chr iſ?, 
withd ut the good works which we afterwards per- 
form, brings us life.” © Here (Rom. v. 21.) is 
poiated out the /eurce of all our bleſſings, the 
rich and free grace of God ; the meritorious cauſe, 
not any works or righteouſneſs of man, but the 
alune merits of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ © It is 
the very deſign of the law, to bring men to belicve 
in Chriſt, tor juſtification and ſalvation. And HE 
alone gives that pardon and life, which the law 
ſhews the want of, but cannot give.” © There is 
ſomething ſo abſolutely inconſiſtent between the 
being juſtified by grace, and the being juſtified by 
. works, that if you ſuppole either, you of neceſſity 
exclude the other,” ©« We might, through him 
(Chriſt) be inveſted with that righteouivels, fiiſt 
imputed to us, then implanted in us, which is in 
every ſenſe the righteouſneſs of God:“ © Have put 
on Chriſt, have received him as your righteouſneſs, 
and are therefore tons of God through him.“ “ Caſt 

F out 
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out the bond woman and her ſon——in like man. 
ner will God caſt out all who ſeek ty be juſtified 
by the law :? © Ye who ſeek to be juſtified by 
the law, ye renounce the new covenant.” „gut 
God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſhould boaſt of 
any thing that I have, am, or can do; or rely on 
any thing for acceptance with God, but what Chriſt 
hath done and ſuffered for me.” Here let the read- 
er advert to what I juſt oblerved above, viz. 4 his 
very book, thoſe very words (with enough more 
where they came from), were firit publiſhed the very 
year before the letter was ſent to Mr Hervey 
But it may be ſaid, Might not he have altered his 
mind in the mean time? I anſwer, 1. What he 
might have done, is nothing to the point. He might 
Have died; but, thank God, he did not. 2. If we 
may believe his word, he never altered his ſenti- 
ment in the leaſt, in that article, ſince the year 
1738. Vid. ſup. And ovght we not to take a 
man's word for it, til we can prove the contrary ? 
But, 2. to //op the mouth of this objection, and 
to leave it no room in the imagination even of an 
enemy, I bere introduce my 


3. Third argument, which is his anſwer to Dr 


John Taylor of Norwich, upon original fin. Let 
us now compare the dares of the two performan- 
ces. The letter to Mr Hervey is dated Oct ber 
15. 1756. The preface to the anſwer to Dr Tay- 
lor is dated November 30. 1756. The very next 
month after, I think the objection begins to be 
cooped up into too little compats to live long! 
However, I'll endeavour to drive a nail thro? the 
head of it, (as Jacl did thro? Siſera's, Jud. iv. 21.), 
that it may {pcak nv more for ever. This will be 
effectually done, i imagine, by the following quo- 
tations. | 

The 
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The Seripture Doctrine of imputed Sin and Righs 


* 


40 


teoufneſs. 2 


i 1, Sin is a tranſgreſſion of the law, of that 
law of God to which a rational creature is ſub» 


ject. Rrghteouſreſs is, a fulfilment of, or con- 


formity to that law. This is the proper ſcrip- 
tural ſenſe of the words. But as fin involves 
the creature in gilt, that is a liableneſs to pu- 
niſkment, the fame words are often uſed to de- 
note either n itſelf, or guilt and puniſhment. 
On the other hand, righteouſneſs denotes not 
only a fulfilling of the law, but alſo a freedom 


« from guilt and puniſhment, Yea, and ſome- 


60 


e 


times all the rewards of righteouſneſs, 
« Accordingly, to impute ſin, is either to im- 
pute fir ilſelf, or guilt on the account of it. 
To impute ſin itſe!f to a perſon, is to account 
him a tranſgreſfor of the law; to pronounce 
him fuch ; or to treat him as a trauſgreſſor. To 
impute guzit to a perſon, is*to account him ob- 
noxious to a threatened puniſhment; to pro- 
nounce him fo; or to inflift that puniſhment. 
So, to impute rig htecunſneſs properly lo called, 
is to account him a ſulfiller of the law; to pro- 
nowice him ſo to be; and to treat him as righ- 
teous. And to impute righteouſneſs as oppoſed 
to guilt, is to account, to prongunce, and to 
treat him as guiltleſs. 
© 2, God imputes our ſins or the guilt of them 
to Chriſt. He conſented to be reſponſible for 
them, to ſuffer the puniſhment due for them. 
This ſufficiently appears from Ja. liii. which 
contains a ſummary of the Scripture- doctrine 
upon this head. He hath borne our griefs and 
carried our ſorrows. The word Naſa (borne) 
F-3 * ſignities, 


ment due to our iniquity. 
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ſignifies, 1. To tale up ſomewhat, as on one's 
ſnoulders; 2. To bear or carry ſomething weigh- 
ty, as a porter does a burden; 3. To tale a- 
way and in all theſe ſenſes it is here applied 
to the Son of God: he carried —as a ſtrong 
man does an heavy burden, (the clear, indiſ- 
putable ſenſe of the other word Sabel), our for- 
rows + the ſufferings of various kinds which 
were due to our fins. He was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed fir our iniquities. 
IWumds and bru ſes are put for the whole of his 
ſufferings : as his death and blo:d frequently are. 
He was winded and bruiſed, not for fins of 
his own , not merely, to ſhew God's hatred of 
ſin, not chief, to give us a pattern of patience ; - 
but Vr our ſins, as the proper, impulſive cauſe, 
Ci fins were the procuring cauſe of all his 
ſufferings. His ſufferings were the penal effects 
of our ſins. The chaſtiſement f aur peace, 
vniſhment necęſſay to procure it, was laid 
him, freely ſubfifft ing thereto: And by h.s 


an 


ſtripes (a part of bis ſufterings again put fer 


the whole) we are healed : pardon, ſanctifica- 
tion, and final ſalvation, are all purchaſed and 
beſtowed upon us. Fvery chaſtiſement is for 
{>me. fault. That laid on Chriſt was not for 
his own, but ours; and was needful to recon - 
cile aa offended law-giver and offending guilty 
creatures to each other. So the Lorp laid on 
him the iniquity of us all, that is, the puniſh- 
% This doctrine has been attended with 
many noiſy controverſies in the Chriſtian world; 
let us try whether it may not be let in ſo fair 
and eaſy a light, as to reconcile the ſentiments 
of the contending parties. 
: | «© When 


E < 


« When a man has broken the law of his coun- 
% try, and is puniſhed for ſo doing, 'tis plain, that 
& ſin is imputed to him; his wickedneſs is upon 
« him; he bears his iniquity ; that is, he is re- 
“ puted or accounted guilty : he is condemned 
« and dealt with as an offender. _ 
On the other hand, if an innocent man, who 
is falſely accuſed, is acquitted by the court, ſin 
« 1s not imputed to him, but righteoufneſs is im- 
% pulled to him; or, to uſe another phraſe, his 
« righteouſneſs is upun him, 
« Or, if a reward be given a man for any 
&« righteous action, this righteous: act is imputed 
« to him, | | 
4% Farther, if a man has committed a crime, 
« but the Prince pardons. him, then he is juſtified 
« from it; and his fault is not imputed to him. 
« Or, if a criminal had incurred the penalty of 
s impriſonment, and the ſtate were to permit a 
« friend of his to become his /urety, and to be 
« confined in his rogm, then his crime is ſaid to 
«& be imputed to his ſurety, or to be laid upon 
« him; he bears the iniquity of his fiiend, by 
« (uffering for him. Meantime the crime for 
© which the ſurety now ſuffers, is not imputed to 
ve the real offender, ; 
« And ſhould we ſuppoſe the Prince to per- 
« mit this ſurety to exert himſelf in ſome emi- 
© nent ſervice, to which a reward is promiſed, and 
all this in order to 7:4le the criminal to the pro- 
e miſed reward, then this eminent ſervice may 
% be ſaid to be imputed to the criminal, that is, 
cc he is rewarded on the account of it. So in this 
'« caſe, both what his friend has done and ſuffered, 
Lis imputed to him. | 


| 
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e If a man do ſome eminent ſervice to his 


Prince, and he with his poſterity are dignified 


on account of it; then the ſervice performed 
by the father is ſaid to be imputed to the children 
alſo. | 

© Sin is taken for an ad? of diſobedience to a law, 
or for the legal reſult of ſuch an act; that is, 
the guilt, or l{ableneſs to puniſhment. Now, 
when we ſay, The ſin of a traitor is imputed t9 
his children, we do not mean, That the ad of 
the father is charged upon the child; but that 
the guilt or liableneſs to puniſhment is ſo tians- 
ferred to him, that he ſuffers baniſhment or po- 
verty on account of it. 
© In like manner righteouſneſs is either parti. 
cular ads of obedience to a law, or the legal 
reſult of thoſe actions, that is, a right to the 
reward annexed to them. 

& And ſo when we ſay, The righteouſneſs of him 
that has performed ſome eminent act of obe- 
dience is imputed to his children, we do not 
mean, That the particular ac of the father is 
charged on the child, as if he had done it; 
but that the right to reward, which is the reſult 
of that act, is transferred to his children. 
“Nov, if we would but thus explain every 
text of Scripture wherein either imputed ſin or 
imputed rightecuſneſs is mentioned, (whether in 
expreſs words, or in the plain meaning of - 
them), we ſhould find them all eaſy and in- 
telligible. 
« Thus we may eaſily underſtand, how the 
obedience' of Chiiſt is imputed to all lis ſeed ; 
and how the d:/obedience of Adam is imputed 
to all his children. | | 
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* The Scriptures both of the Old and New 


Teſtament, uſe the words ſin and iniquity, 


(both in Hebrew and Greek), to ſignify not only 


the criminal action, themſelves, but alſo the 


reſult and conſequences of thoſe actions, that is, 
The guilt or liablenefſs to puniſhment ; and ſome- 
times the puniſhment itſelf, whether it fall upon 
the original criminal, or upon others, on his 
account. 

* In the ſame manner the Scriptures uſe the 
word righteouſneſs, not only for ads of obe- 
dience, but alſo the reſult of them, that is, 


& juſtification, or right to a reward, 


cc 
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Indeed, when fin or righteouſneſs are ſaid to 
be imputed to any man, on account of what 
himfelf hath done, the words uſually dencte 
both the good or evil actions themſelves, and 
the legal reſult of them. But when the ſin or 
righteouſneſs of one perſon is ſaid 16 be imputed 


to another, then generally thoſe words mean 


only the reſult thereof, that is a liableneſs to 
puniſhment on the one hand, and to reward on 


the other. by | | 
4 The Scripture does not, that1 remember, 
any where ſay in expreſs words, That the ſin 
of Adam is imputed to his children; or, That 
the ſins of believers are imputed to Chriſt ; or, 
That the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to be- 
lievers. But the true meaning of all theſe ex- 
preſſions is ſufficiently found in ſeveral places of 
Scripture. | 

« * * Yet ſince theſe expreſs words and phraſes, 
of the imputatich of Adam's ſm to us, of our 


4 ſins to Chriſt, and of Chriſt's righteorfneſs to us, 
are not plainly written in Scripture ; we ſhould 
« nut impoſe it on every Chr.ſtian, to uſe theſe 
| | « very 
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« very expreſſions. Let every one take his //ber- 
c ty, either of confining himſelf to ſtrictly ſerip- 
« tural language; or of manifeſting his ſenſe of 
« theſe plain tcriptural doctrines, in words and 
« phraſes of bis own. 

6 But if the words were expreſsly written 
« in the Bible, they could not reaſonably be in- 
« terpreted in any other fſenie, than this which 1 
% have explained. 

« I would only add, if it were 3 that 
« the very act of Adam's diſobedience was impu- 
te ted to all his poſterity; that all the ſame ſinful 
d actions which men have committed, were im- 
& puted to Chriſi, and the very actions which 
« Chriſt did upon earth, were imputed to believers; 
« What greater puniſhments. would the poſterity 
« of Adam ſuffer? Or what greater bleſſings could 
« believers enjoy, beyond what Scripture has aſ- 
« ſigned, either to mankind, as the reſult of the 
% fin of Adam, or to Chriſt, as the reſult of the 
« fins of men, or to believers, as the reſult of 
« the righteouſaeſs of Chrift ? 

« To conclude. Either we muſt allow the im» 
« pretation. of Adam's ſin, whatever difficulties 
& attend it, or renounce Juſtification by Chriſt, and 
« ſalvatian through the merit of his blood. 

« God grant every reader of this plain trea» 
« tiſe, may not only be convinced of the truth 
« and importance, of the Scripture-doQtrines 
„maintained therein, but mvincibly confirmed in 
« his attachments to them, by an experimental 
knowledge of their happy influence on faith, 
« holineſs, and comfort! Then ſhall we gladly 
e fay, We. who are made ſinners by the diſobe- 
% dience of Adam, are made righteous by the o- 
« bedience of Chriſt, His rignteoulyels intitles us 

: , « to 


„35 

« to a far better inheritance than that we loſt in 4- 
e dam. In conſequence of being juſtified thro' him, 
* we ſhall reign in life with him: Unto whom, 
* with God the Father, and the ſanctifying, com- 
« forting Spirit, be aſcribed all praiſe for ever!“ 

What ſhall I ſay? Is not every mouth ſtopped ? 
Does it not demonſtratively appear, 1. That Mr 
Weſley was once orthodox, confeſſedly orth:dix, by 
the Vindicator himſelf ; 2. That he is /o now at this 


very time; 3. That he was ſ at the very time he 


wrote the letter to Mr Hervey ? Can any man evade 
this conſequence by any poſſible art whatever, as 
long as there is ſuch a thing as reaſon or orthodoxy in 
the world? Certainly no man can be ſo barefaced as 
to ſay, that the above citations are not ort hodhx. 
However, if any ſhould be bold enough to do it, 
] hope they will firſt prove them heterodox. For, 
'till then, 1 have proved the contrary by a cloud of 
witneſſes! How ſo? Why I have the ſatisfaction 
to obſerve, that before they can prove theſe cita- 
tions heterodox, they muſt prove Mr Hervey's 
favourite authors to be unſound, or heterodox 
likewſe. Seeing that all, or 4ſt of all the above 
quotations, are taken by Mr Wefley from the 
works of thole who did honour to the age they 
lived in, by piety and purity in heart, life, and con- 


verſation ; and to the religion they profeſſed, by 


their orthodoxy in ſentiments, and clegancy in ex- 
preſſing them, See their names in the boi ks 1 have 
cited the above from _ Take a liſt of the prin- 
cipal. Bengelius's Gnomon Teſtamenti: Dr Hey- 


len's Theological diſcourſes: Dr Guiſe's Para- 


phraſe: Dr Watts's Ruin and recovery of mankind: 
Dr Doddridge's Family- expoſitor, Ec. Might not 
the Editor have known this coniequence, viz. that 

before the book he prefaced could © convince” Mr 
5 Weſley's 
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Welley's people that he is unfound, or “ by 0 
means ſi orthodox as they have hitherto imagined, 
in that doctrine of juſtification thro” the righteouſ- 
nels of Chriſt,” c. that they muſt be ** comin» 


ced,” that the above named Rev. Gentlemen were 


likewiſe © by #» means ſo orthodox. as they have 
hitherto imagined 2” Yes : Is not this the plain, eaſy, 
natural, unforced conſequence from the above 
premiſes ? Let the public judge. I now come to 
my 4. argument, (if you need any more), which 
take as follows: That which a man invariably 
and uniformly maintains, publiſhes, and pro- 


feſſes in print, to be his real ſentiment for a long 


ſeries of years together, and no where expreſsly 
and deſignedly contradicts or retratts, ought, by all 
reaſonable and Chriſtian men, to be acknowledged 
for his real genuine ſentiment: But, Mr Welley 
has invariably, and uniformly maintained, publiſh- 
ed, and profeſſed in print, for a long ſeries of years 
together, and no where exprelsly and deſignedly 
contradicted or retracted it, that a man is jultified, 


1. e. pardoned and accepted of God, and imputed: 


righteous, ſolely and alone by the imputation of 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt unto him, and Tecei- 


ved by faith, as is abundant'y proved from the a- 


bove citations : ergo, this ought by all reaſonable 
and Chriſtian men to be acknowledged for his real 
genuine ſentiment. And if /o, then Mr Welley 
7s, and, from the year 738, has been all along 


e orthodox, in that doctrine of juſtification thro? 


the righteouſaeſs of Chriſt, which Luther eſteemed 
the characteriſtic of a ſtanding or falling church :” 
— Magna veritas, et prævalebit.“ If it ſhould 
be ſaid, in anfwer to the ntiaor, He has expreſvly 
contradicted it in his lecter to Mr Hervey: 1 an- 
ſwer, 1. That is begging the queſtion. 2. How does 
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it appear that he expreſsly and defjenedly contra- 
difted it? See his anfwer p. 36. Point out the 
place that in your eye ſeems an expreſs contradic- 
tion to it, and ſee if you cannot reconcile it your- 

ſelf. But 1 add, in the 
5. Fitth and laſt place, That Mr Weſley aſſerts 
the very ſame doctrine in the letter itſelf, Let the 
following citations from it ſuffice to prove it—— 
It was implanted, as well as muted,” „ made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him, 654 intrinſically 
(and) mnputatively” ——< God thro? him fiſt ac- 
count, and then makes us righteous”-——< The 
righteouſneſs which is by faith, is both imputed 
and inherem” —“ My faith (lays Mr Hervey) fixes 
on both the meritorious life, and atoning death of 
Chriſt,” „Here we clearly .gice,” lays Mr Weſlcy, 
ce In doctrine we are agreed,” &c.——ls it not a 
great pity then, that a third perſon ſhonld ever 
have ſtepped in between the maſter and the pu- 
' pil, and made ſeemingly ſo great a difference? 
The reader may here recollect that I aſked, (upon 
a ſuppoſition that the book be Mr Hervey's per- 
formance), Where is the glory of Mr Hervey ?” 
and again below-—1 obterved, I hat © the /abjeF 
is deeply intereſting” bath to Mr Hervey and Mr 
W eſl-y—-- Out of a multitude, 1 ſhall juſt in- 
ſtance in one particular, of no ſmall importance 
to dilcover the ſpirit of that writer, whoever he 
was: „Si guis Cixerit, juſtitiam acceptam non con- 
ſervari, atque etiam non àaugeri, coram Deo, per 
opera bona ; ſed opera ipla fructus ſolummodso et 
ligna eſſe juſtificationis adeptae, non etiam ipſius 
augendae cauſam, anathema eſto.“ But Mr Weſley 
uniformly, and conſtantly affirms, that good avor ks 
are only the fruits and ſigns of juſtification obtain- 
ed, not the means of increaſing it alſo Ergo, 
| the 
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the vindicator (in that he aſſerts the contrary), 
joins with the holy council in iſſuing out“ Ana- 
thema ESTO“ Aſp. Vind. p. 107. It is not 


therefore without cauſe that Mr Weſley ſays, Anſ. 
10 Vind. p. ult.“ And 7s this thy voice, my ſon, 


David? Is this thy tender, loving, grateful ſpirit ? 


No! The hand of Joab is in all this. I acknow- + 


ledge. the hand, the heart of William Cudworth.” 
But to conclude, (tho? I might have added many 
other arguments, as from the analogy of faith, 
Sc.), I ſuppoſe I need make no reflections; the 
reader will eaſily do that himſelf, However, it 
may not, perhaps, be unneceſſary to obſerve one 
thing more, and that is, that Mr Weſley's deſign 
in writing the letter to Mr Hervey, is evident by 


its contents, namely, to caution his pupil (at his 


own requeſt) to guard againſt the too frequent 
uſe of a phraſe that was by others made a handle 


of to do hurt to the cauſe of ſolid piety, and heart- 


religion. See above; and eſpecially as it was not 
preciſely ſcriptural, (as Dr Watts 6b/erves), and might 
be ſupplied by one exactly icriptural, and full as 
ſignificant. Mr Wefley uſes it ſometimes himlelf, 
and conſequently is not averſe to the name or term, 
if but properly guarded : For this, ſee both the 
former citations, and his own antwer to the Vin- 
dication. You may lay, But why then did he tay, 
« For Chriſt's ſake, and for the ſake of immortal 
ſouls, do not diipute for that particular phraſe, 
the imputed righteouſnels of Chriſt. It is not ſcrip- 
tural ; it is not neceſſary ?” Cc. I anſwer, why, 
becauſe, 1.“ I have had abundant prof that it 


bas done immenſe hurt.“ Can you diſprove this? 


If you cannot, it is no anſwer to ſay, “I never 
ſaw any harm it did.” Some men have ſeen many 


things that others have not. See above. But, 2. 
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ec Tt is not ſcriptural.” Hear Dr Watts's judgment 
in the matter: The Scripture does not, that I 
remember, any where ſay in expreſs words, that 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is ;mputed to believers,” 
Sc. (d) Why ſhould people be angry with Mr 
Weſley, for what in the judgment of Dr Watts, 
he had Scripture-authority for, as well as his own? 
But, „it is not neceſſary,” ſays Mr Weſley. If 
then it did hurt, and yet was neither ſcriptural nor 
neceſſary, why ſo much heat about the phraſe ? 
Perhaps it may be ſaid, But does not Mr Weſley 


 mtend by denying the phraſe to renounce the 


thing! Let the above account ſupply a proper an- 
ſwer. But ſet the caſe, one man ſays, We are 
juſtified, that is pardoned, accepted, and imputed 


righteous, only thro? the imputation of Chiilt's . 
righteouſneſs unto us:“ Another ſays, © A 


man is juſtified by faith only ;?——and immediate» 


ly after, or not far off, defines his meaning thus; 


“J mean, a mon is juſtified by the righteorſneſs 
and death of Chriſt, imputed to him, and received 
by faith.” Where is the difference now between 
aurum and gold? And, now to conclude my firſt 
general head——let me appeal to the public, 1. 
Is not that vaſt maſs of heavy charges brought by 
the Vindicator againſt Mr Weſley, out of his inno- 
cent, well-meaning letter, much like the mamiain 
that roſe from a mole-hill? And yet, after all, 
the mountain hath not brought forth ſo much as 
a mouſe. 2. Would it not, therefore, have been 
better to have let it lie in its original darkneſs, than 
to cauſe it emerge out under ſuch high recom- 
mendations — and not one of them (in the judg- 
ment of the writer) ſufficient thoroughly to au- 
thenticate it? However, it is enough for me to 
| | G. bave 
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nave dug up its very foundations, and ſhall leave 
It to fall by its own weight, while I march on to 
Meet | | 

II. Secondly, the Editor's other objections to 
the end of the preface. Many ſober-· minded 
Arminians would be ſhocked at the virulent reflec- 
tions he has caſt on the Calviniſt doctrines of e- 
leRion,” c. 

Reply. 1. As this is ſomething of a perſenal re- 
flection, and has been already anſwered by the 
Gentleman it concerns, I have nothing to do with 
it. I leave the Editor and Mr Weſley to decide 
the. point. 2. I have read thoſe pieces, but do 
remember no reflection s, without conſequerces go 
by that name. The publiſher cannot at pre- 
ſent command a ſight of his other vritings; he 
contents himſelf with a few extracts from his late 
preſervative,” | 

Reply. 1. Is it not a pity that he did content 
himſelf with ſo ſmall a part of his writings, when 
there were enough in this city to have ſatisfied 
every doubt that could rife in his mind? 2. What 
ſort of an extract we have here, thoſe who have 
ſeen the whole mafs, may judge for themſelves. 
However, there are ſome things good, even here, 
as we ſhall fee in time. The two following pa- 
ragraphs I ſhall let them ſtand ; ſeeing, 1. They 
are both maintained by the church of England ; 
and I ſee nothing they prove, except that Mr 
Welley is a member of it. 2. Becauſe the ſame 
degree of charity exerciſed towards the Author of 
the Pieſervative, that is ſhewn towards the Vindi- 
cator, is more than enough to have made him have 
left them in the lump where he found them; for, 
at beſ?, they are but “ m/lakes in a few leſſer 
dottiiral fentiments, incidentally introduced AT 
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And therefore, Why are, they introduced any 
more than Aſpaſio's? If the miſtakes in Aſpaſio 
Vindicated were drawn out to light, I doubt theſe 
would be ſo over-topped by their ſhadow, that 
they ſcarce could be ſeen. 

3- I ſaid miſtakes; but in the former caſe it is 
not eaſy to prove they are ſo by Scripture or an- 
tiquity, which I ſuppoſe is the reaſon they ſtand 
by themſelves without any animadverſion at all. 
Therefore the reader may pals his judgment. as 
he pleaſes : and, I hope, if he ſhould err, it will 
be of no great importance, eſpecially in the lat - 


ter caſe, the ſubject of which is only about “ ce. 


. remonies,” and thoſe of ſuch a nature, that they 
are „ neither enjoined or forbidden in Scripture ;? 
and therefore cannot do much harm of themſelves. 
I wiſh the Vindicator's had been no more © deep- 
ly intereſting;” then, it is certain, my name had' 
not appeared in print upon the preſent occaſion. 
But to proceed. Men are not elected till the 
day of their converſion to God.“ Reply: This 
wants a little explication. Mr Wefley ſays they 
are, according to God's fore-knmwledge, for he 
ealleth things that are not, as though they were ;*? 
Rom. iv. 17. 2. Do the Scriptures teach any o- 
ther election? Certainly known unto him are all 
things from the foundation of the world. Eter- 
nity itſelf with him is a preſent NOW, 

«© Predeſtination is God's fore-appointing 
obedient believers to ſalva jon, nt without, 
but according to his fore knowledge of all their 
works, from the foundation of the world.” 


Reply. 1. Do you think otherwiſe? Do you 
think that God fore-appointed unbelievers, or diſ- 
obedient believers to ſalvation? Or, dv you think- 
that God did not fore-know their works as well 
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as their per/ons * But then, do you imagine that 
Mr Weſley therefore believes that our works have 
any merit of value in them? Surely not; after 
reading the above, The ſum is this : God fore- 
appointed believers to ſalvation : here is predeſti- 
nation: but then they were not to be diſobedient 
believers, not ſuch as ſhould, or might live all 
their lives in fin, and die in difobedienge. There- 
fore, 2. He fore knew or fore-faw all their works, 
as well as their perſons ; and he decreed, that, with- 
ot obedient faith, none ſhould ever go to heaven. 
But then, 3. All their works that he fore-ſaw, he 
knew would have ns merit in them, all their merit 
being confuſion to the workers themſelves : 
This he fore-law ; and therefore ſent Chriſt to 
purchaſe every thing they wanted for time and e- 
ternity, who giveth them of his own free grace. 
This is Mr Weſley's notion of predeſtination. Is 
it not ſcriptural? if the Editor imagines Mr We- 
 ſley lays our wwrks at the bottom of all the fabrick 
of redemption, he does not underſtand him. But 
Mr Wefley's other works will inform him better, 
if he will give them a reading. Yea, I think 
there is enough in the piece before us to do it 
ſufficiently. Thither alſo I would ſend the two 
following paragraphs for illuſtration and proof. 
The ſilt of which indeed locks untoward ale ; 
but put it into its proper place, and it will then be 
plain enough to every one... Thus you may eaſiiy 
underſtand it, by obſerving, that as our faith is 
the caſe of our receiving Chriſt, becauſe we can. 
not receive Chriſt withwut it — In like manner, 
© our obedience to Chriſt is the caſe of his be. 
coming the author of eternal ſalvation to us,” — 
becauſe he becomes only © the author of eternal 
ſalvation 


18 


ſalvation to them that bey him (e). Thoſe 
who do not do that from a principle of loving 
faith, may read their doom in the paſſages refer- 
red to at the bottom. () Permit me here to ob- 
ſerve, farther, that free-grace laid the foundation 
Chriſt the only foundation ſands, or his coming is 
founded only upon free-grace ;. for God SO loved 
the world, that he gave him for our ſins ;— and 
therefore; that Chriſt came at all into the world, 
flaws from free-grace, or is founded upon it alone. 
We had de/troyed ourſelves to all intents and pur- 
poſes, and in him alone was our help — who, 
verily, was fore -· ordained (Gr. fore-known) be- 
fore the foundation of the world. A ſecond A- 
dam: He came in due time — he gave himſelf 
a ſacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling favour for our 
ſins God laid them upon him — and he bore 
them in his own body,——vz2z. the chaſtiſement 


due to US,——or, he was made a curie for us— 
he took them away and made reconciliation for 


iniquity——by dying, the juſt for the unjuſt 
he taſted death for every man, and then he roſe 
and aſcended into heaven——he received gifts for 
the edification of his church 


ſome apoltles, &c. as ambaſſadors in his ſtead —-— 


| preaching the goſpel of the kingdom ——beſeech-- 


ing us to be reconciled to God ſaying, Re- 
pent, and believe the goſpel——even peace upon 
earth, and good will towards men 
this man is preached the remiſſion of ſin 
and every one, or whoever believeth in the name 
of Jelus——with the heart unto righteouſneſs — 
ſhall be ſaved ——from their ſins ; Give diligence 
therefore, and——add to your— faith virtue, &c. 
| G3 for 
{ec ) Heb. v. 9. (Ff) 2 Theſſ. i. 8. 9. 1 Cor, 
xvi. 22. Nat. vii. 21. 23. Luke vi. 46. 
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for if you ds theſe things you ſhall never fall 
but withivt me, you can do nothing ——— 
Nevetheleſs, my grace is ſufficient for you Was 
your day is, fo ſhall your ſtrength be at all times 
for my ſtrength is made perfect in the ſinner's 
wenne be ye therefore ſtrong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might for it is God who 
worketh im you, both to will and to do- therefore 
God is my ſalvation, I will truſt and not be afraid 
for through Chriſt ſtrengthening me, I can 
do all things required from me — yea, work out 
my own falvation with fear and trembling 
and through the Spirit, mortify the deeds of the 
body which are evil-—-and put off the old man 
with his deeds ——purifying my heart through 
taith—and cleanſing it in the fountain of Chriſt's 
blood from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
peifefting holineſs in the fear of the Lord—(for) . 
without this inward holineſs, no man can fee the 
Lord—(therefore) the fearful and unbelieving, 
Oc. (hall have their part in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimſtone for ever Whereas, then 
ſhall the King ſay—to the righteous —Well done, 
good and faithful fervant, enter into the joy of 
thy Lord—theſe ſhall go away into life everlaſting 
—and then ſhall the righteous ſhine as the ſun in 
the kingdom of their Father— where they ſhall 
hunger no more, neither thirſt any more — 
but the Lamb ſhall lead them to everlaſting foun- 
tains of waters clear as chryſtal, proceeding 
out of the throne of God and the Lamb 
that was ſlain then) they will begin to lirg a 
new ſong Thou art worthy, for thou waſt 
ſlain and haſt releemed us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, aud nation.—— Thus it appears that the 

2. whole 
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whole ſalvation of the righteous is of the Lord 
only ——by whom are all things, and for whom 
are all things——who worketh according to the 
good pleaſure of his own will, whatever he 
thinks meet in heaven, in earth, and in all 
deep places——and all in order to the praiſe and 
glory of his rich and free grace, who hath made 
us accepted in the beloved To whom be ga- 
ry for ever and ever, Amen. 
is ſpent in attempting to prove, that Chriſt died 
for all men; and that to ſay, he died for the elect 
as elect, is to ſay, that he loſt his labour of love, 
and accompliſhed a ſolemn nothing ; becauſe the 
elect as ſuch are not loſt, nor captives, nor un- 
juſt, nor dead in treſpaſſes and ſins.” 

Reply. 1. As the Editor has made no animadver- 


ſions upon this paragraph, I needed not to have 


regarded it at all, as it ſeems to ſpeak ſufficiently 
for itſelf, and upon any ſcheme whatever, ſcarce- 
ly can be overturned by either Scripture or rea- 


ON, enoo ons , 

2. When the Reverend Mr John Weſley was 
here a few weeks ago, he anſwered this himſelf 
to the Editor, together with all that is material 
in the preface : But then, | 

3. Perhaps it may be the better undeiſtood, at 
leaſt, by ſome readers, if 1 aſk, 1. Does there 
need much time to be ſpent in endeavouring to 
prove that Chriſt died for all men, in /-me ſenſe 
of the word or other ? Do not -the Scriptures ſay 
this expreſsly? 2. Does Mr Weſley believe, think 
you, that the world, the whole world, ſhall, or will 
be actually ſaved? By no means. But he believes 
what the Scripture ſays, namely, that God ſent 
bis Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 
but that the“ world through him might be fa- 
ved.“ 
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lieves the thing poſſible. 3. It is certain that the 
elect were loſt, were unjuſt, &c. before conver- 


ſion; but it is plain, from Scripture, that they 
are choſen ta be holy; they are © predeſtinated 
conformable to the image of his Son.” This 
Mr Wefley maintains — and alſo, that this 
was (in God's preſcience) before the foundation 
of the world, in the ſame ſenſe that Chriſt is ſaid 
to be *©* ſlain from the foundation of the world.“ 


Nevertheleſs, that it is not, in Fad, until every 


one actually believes in Chriſt; that therefore, 


they are © elect through ſanctiſication of the Spi- 
rit, and belief of the truth, (or) through the 
ſprinkling of the blood of jeſus.” In a word, 
he believes in conditional election, but not in ab- 
ſalute and unconditional. The word conditian, ob- 
ſerve, being underftood as it is above explained : 
So that the difference even here lies only in ſmall 
circumſtances at the mt. Our maxim is this, 
' —— Depreciate man as much as you will or 
can, we will go d-wn with you; exalt Chriſt as 
much as you will or can, and we will go up 
with you; that man may be nothing, and Chriſt 
all in all. Search Mr Weſley's writings, and you 
will find this is what he always aims at. The 
next paragraph is no bad prorf of iti. We be- 
lieve, that in the moment Adam fell, he had n9 
freedom of will left ; but that God, when, of his 
own free grace he gave the promiſe of a Saviour 
to him and his poſterity, graciorſly reſtored to 
mankind a liberty and power to accept of prof— 
fered ſalvation.” 

Reply. 1. Did the Editor inſert this peragraph 
to defeat his intention, and confute the whole Vin- 


dicatiom? Certaiuly, if this be Mr Weſley's ſenti- 
ment, 


* 


ved.” See his treatiſe on Original Sin. He be- 
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ment, he is no more an Arminian than a Brach- 
man, or a follower of Confucius. 
2. Did ever an Arminian in the world declare, 


believe that in the moment Adam fell, he had 


no freedom of will left?” Take this ſingle propoſi- 
tion, and Mr Wefley's comment upon it in his own 
book upon original ſin, and ſee if either you or 
any man whatever can debaſe the © dignity of hu- 
man nature” more than he does, without you ei- 
ther annihilate it, or make it abſolutely diabolical. 
An evident conſequence follows from hence, 
« Whatever man is, in all the degrees of his re- 
ſlor ation, he IS by grace.” For if he had “ 13 


freedom of will left, his choice being gone, his 
ability was gone alſo. Take away this one pro- 


poſition, this pillar of Arminianiſm, and the fa- 
bric falls to the ground, as Sampſon pulled down 
the houſe of the Philiſtines. 


3. To what is man's reſtoration likewiſe here 


attributed? To his works or abilities? No: but 
only to God's own free grace, that gave the pro- 
| mile of a Saviour. It follows, ergo, God's own 
free grace reſtored and raiſed man to cither what 
he is, or what he ever will be. But © if it be by 
grace, then it is not of works for the very na- 
ture of grace is J½% if it be by works, There is 
ſomething ſo abſolutely inconſiſtent between the 
being juſtified by grace, and the being juſtified by 
works, that if you ſuppoſe either, you, of neceſ- 
ſity, exclude the other. For What is given to 
works is the payment of a debt; whereas, grace 
implies an unmerited favour ; fo that the lame be- 
nefit cannot, in the nature of things, be derived 
from both.” — 
6. How then will you prove him an Arminian ? 
But, 4. | 


4. Had 


Sce Mr Weſley's notes, Rom. xi. 
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4. Had not God © gracinuſly reſtored to mankind 
a liberty and power to accept of proffered ſalva- 
tion,” how could we ever have accepted of it at all ? 
But whether this liberty and power be given to al! 
mankind, or only to ſome, is not my buſineſs to 
inquire ; it is enough for my purpoſe, be it given 
to all, or to ſome, it is all of God's own free 
grace, When the temple is finiſhed, Grace, grace, 
will be ſhouted unto it!“ Whether it be lawful 
or not, (which itſelf may be diſputed, being not 
ſo clear a point as ſome may imagine), it is by 
no means expedient for us to ſeparate from the 
eſtabliſhed church-——for this he aſſigns twelve 
reaſons.” Reply. Now, if any man will under- 
take to give theſe a ſolid anſwer, and prove it ex- 
pedient and lawful, it may be then we may ſepa- 
rate : But till then, we judge the fewer diviſions. 
among Chriſtians the better. The 8th is, be- 
cauſe, to form the plan of a new church, would. 
require- infinite time and. care, (which might be 
far more profitably beſtowed), with much more 
wiſdom, and greater depth and extenſiveneſs of 
thought than any of us are maſters of.“ Here 
follows the Editor's comment. How far this. 
modeſi declaration correſponds with. Mr Weſley's 
conduct, let others. judge.” 

Reply. 1. Obſerve, here is an acknowledgment 
of Mr Weſley's modeſty in ſpeech. 2. The Editor 
leaves. others to judge of its genuineneſs by his 
correſpondent actions. 3. This will be 
done, by examining the Editor's on judgment in 
the affair, which he has not failed to give us. His 
objections are theſe, & Is it leſs difficult to form 
the plan of a church within a church, whoſe _ 
members ia South Britain profeſs to belong to the 
church of England, and thoſe in North Britain to 

| the 
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the church of Scotland, while yet their moſt im- 
portant and ſpiritual concerns are inſpected and 
governed by teachers, who, in that capacity, have 
no dependence on either of theſe churches, but 
are ſent, continued, or removed at the pleaſure 
of Mr Weſley ?” 
Reply. 1. With regard to the diffculty of form- 
ing the plan, I have little to ſay: For the que- 
ſtion is, Is it a fact? Has Mr Weſley formed a 
church within a church? It was fried three years 
ago at one of the moſt auguſt courts in Europe, 
and could not be proved there : How the Editor 
will prove what he here takes for granted, I can- 
not ſay — but till that plain fact is proved, all 
his objections, on that head, fall to the ground. 
The truth is, we are not a church at all. 

2. If he means, indeed, that a ſociety is a church, 
then the thing is granted : The Greek word often 
bears that ſenſe ; it has four or five in all, and that 
is one of them, Rum. xvi. 5. Or, if he means a 
mixed aſſembly, a promiſcuvus multitude, as when 
we meet to preach in the fields, or the like, then 
indeed we are a church; but in no other uſe of 


the word that I know of. Vid. Acts xix. 32. in 


the Greek. Therefore, Mr Weſley's conduct may 
correfpond with his modeſi declaration, for any 
thing that yet appears to the contrary. | 

3. Our ſocieties, it is true, in South Britain, the 
moſt of them, . profeſs to belong to the church. of 
England, and in like manner thoſe in North Bri- 
tain to the church of Scotland : But does their 
profeſſing ſo, prove the contrary? Rather does it 
not prove they actually do belong to the places 
the profeſs to do, at leaſt, till the contrary ap- 
pears ? 


4. In 


j 
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4. In what ſenſe are the moſt © important ſpi- 
ritual concerns of the people inſpected and govern- 
ed by the Methodiſt teachers? 1. Inſpected?“ 
Do we any more than is our duty to do? Nay, 
Do we any more than every Chriſtian gt to do, 
according to his ability, in this reſpect? Is it not 
the duty of all Chriſtians in general to conſider 
(rares from xarevrio animadverto, conſi- 
dero, perpendo, obſervo,) one another, and pro- 
voke one another to love and good works? (e) Do 
we exceed the bounds of our duty in this particu- 
lar? Again, Do we interfere with, or in any ſenſe 
prevent the pariſh miniſters from inſpecting or 
watching over their flocks every quarter, or week, 
or daily, if they pleaſe, as thoſe that muſt give 
an account to the great Shepherd? 2. How © go- 


derned?“ In what ſenſe is this to be underſtood? 


Not as lording it over their faith or conſciences, I 
hope? We have no church-government among 
us ; we are not a church; we have rules for our 
ſociety; and has not every ſociety the ſame? We 


Force none: We impoſe nothing. Point out in our 


privted rules (for we have no other) any one 
thing contrary to Scripture, it will haye no longer 
place among them. 

5 In ͤ what reſpect the Methodiſt teachers are 


4 ſent, continued, or removed at the pleaſure of 


Mr Weſley,” I perceive the Editor is ignorant of 
in a great meaſure, Mr Weſley is not without 
coadjutors, who act in concert with him; and 
What is done, is uſually done by confent of the 
whole. . | | 
6. And laſtly, The Methodiſt teachers act in 
no capacity, but what they can anſwer to God 
and man——They do nothing in that capacity 
| that 


: (e) Heb. x. 24, 
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that the laws of cither prohibit. How far there- 
fore Mr Weſley's conduct contradicts his et 

declaration, I leave others to judge; now the 
weight of the objections is briefly examined. But 
to proceed, 

e We look upon ourſelves not as the pathors 
or ring: leaders of any particular ſect or party, but 
as meſſengers of God to thoſe who are Chriſtians 
in name, but Heathens in heart and life, to call 
them back to that from which they are fallen, to 
real, genuine Chriſtianity.” ——And again, a lit: le 
after, % We look upon the Methodiſts not as any 
party, but as living witneſſes in and to every part 
of that Chriſtianity which we preach.” —— Upon 
which the Editor thus deſcants :S—*< If the Me- 
thodiſt teachers confined themſelves to preaching, 
there might be ſolne room for this plea ; but 
hardly can this be pled, when they form bands or 
claſſes, where mcaſures are followed offenſive to 
many judicious Chriſtians. Could they nut be wit- 
neſſes to Chriftianity, without that inquiry into 
one another's religious experiences, which Chriſt 
has no where injoined, cither as a moral duty, or 
a mean of grace ?” 

Reply. 1, Here is a conceſſion of the Editor's, 
That, “ if the Methodiſt teachers confined them- 
ſelves to preaching, there might be ſome room 
for this plea:“ Let us then examine, 


2, What do they do to invalidate it? Why, ſay 5 


the Editor, © they form bands or claſſes, where 
meaſures are followed offenſive to many judicious 
Chriſtians,” I am ſorry for this: for lurely it is 
our duty, and I would humbly hope our encavour 
likewiſe, to give no jz/? cficnce either to Jew or 


Gentile, nor yet to the church of Chrift. Ard 
therefore, 
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3. 1 do not deſpair to remove the. occaßon 
of ſtumbling. out of the way: I am not afraid but 
that the meaſures we take will ſtand the teſt. both 
of reaſon and Scripture ; conſequently perſons of 
1o amiable a character as that of “ judicious 
Chriſtians,” will quickly be reconciled. Indeed, 
had it been the ſelf-blinded fiery zealot, the in- 
flexible bigot, the narrow-ſpirited partizan, the 
cenſorious hypocrite, or the ſelf-righteous phariſee, 
I ſhould ntterly have deſpaired to have either vin- 
dicated our conduct, or convineed their conſci- 
ences: Theſe, for the moſt part, are ſo wiſe in 
their own conceits, that, © like the deaf adder, 
they will not hear the voice of the charmer, charm 
| he ever ſo wiſely.” They think themſelves © wiſer 
| than ſeven men that can render a reaſon,” huw- 
ever well founded in Scripture, or the relation of 
things. But that of © judicious Chriſtians,” is 
fo perfect a contraſt to the character above, that 
1 am far from apprehending but that the goodneſs 
of my cauſe, and the grounds we go upon in the 
-meaſures we take, when once fairly ſtated, will 
bring ſuſficient evidence to their judgments, and 
carry ſuch convittion to their conſciences, that 
they will fairly perceive their offence purely pro- 
ceeded from their miſinformation, or want of pro- 
perly knowing the meaſures we take, © Judici- 
ous Chriſtians” are not eaſily provoked, are never 
angry without a ſufficieat cauſe; they poſſeſs that 
charity that thizketh no evil without evident reaſon, 
and, even when juſtly offended, are eaſy to be en- 
treated. Beſides, they are too judiciuus to be of- 
fended at that, if they know it, which is not either 
bad in itſelf, or plainly repugnant to Scripture or 
reaſon, Whatever neither hinders nor hurts true 
vi tue and godlineſs, but by the ſuffrage of yo | 
| nds - 
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fands who have happily experienced it, has' a 
contrary tendency, this they. will countenance, or 
at leaſt forbear to condemn. —— Their regard to 
the divine oracles, and to ſacred truth, ever bears 
ſo heavy on their minds, that whatever by them 
has the apparent ſanction of either precept or ex- 
ample, they not only dare not condemn, as ſoon 
as they know it, but muſt at leaſt ſecretly approve, 
if not openly embrace. Inform them but once of 
their duty, diſcover, from plain precepts or evident 
deductions from God's word, what it is, and im- 
mediately. their ſubmiſſive ſouls ery 


If Jeſus bids me lick the al, 
I bow at his command. 


This is the true character of tliols-who are of- 
fended, of thoſe who are © judicious Chriſtians” 
indeed. To theſe and the public I would lay open 
thoſe meaſures that give the offence, nor fear 
the approbation of their hearts and conſciences, 
when once they know them and conſider them 
rightly. Burt, 


4. Whatis the offence itſelf? Why, they make 


« inquiry into one another's religious experiences, 
which Chriſt has no where enjoined, either as a 
moral duty or a mean of grace.“ 

I ſhall. conſider the whole matter in the follow. 
methed : 

I. Firſt, point out a few of the moſt common 
11 religious experiences.“ 

II. Secondly, dilcover the meaſures we take, 
when we make our 1 "Inquiry into one another's 
religious experiences.” 

III. Thirdly, examine the reaſons adduced to 
juſtify the offence, and cenſure our conduct. 1 am, 

H 2 1. Firſt, 
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1. Firſt; to point out a few of the moſt common 
© religious experiences.“ Theſe include all thoſe 
things that are felt in the minds of religious people, 
while they are under conviction for ſin, and when 
ſavingly converted to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. What- 
ever God does for their precious ſouls on this ſide 
eternity; whatever temptations or buffetings they 
may feel from Satan; whatever ſtrugglings and 
workings from a corrupt nature, the true ex- 
perienced Chriſtian may find in himſelf; finally, 
all thoſe temptations and conflicts in the minds of 
the religious, ariſing from the world in its various 
appearances, connections, or relations, together 
with all the providential diſpenſations that are ſent 
to prove the virtue, and exerciſe the patience of 
God's children. I ſhall refer the reader to ſome 
paſſages of Scripture, that he may ſtudy at his own 
convenience. Ia. Ixiii. 2. Ixi. 2. 3. Math. v. 3 to 
12. and xi. 28. to 30. Luk. xvill. 13. 14. Pſa. xv. 
1. to g. and xxxiv. I. to 20. and xXiill. 79. and xl. 1. 
to 6. xxxil. fot. and zxxviii. and xxxix. ft. and ciii. 
1. to 5. and exvi. I. to 15. Job. xxxili. 24. 27. 28. 
Rom. v. f. to 6. Joh. i. 12. Rom. vil. tt. and viii. tot. 
and xiv, xvii. and xii. tot. Gal. v. 17. Phil. li. 13. 14. 
Jam. iv. 7. Eph. vi. 12. to 17. Heb. xi. 24. to the 
end and xii. . to 4. Jam. i. 2. to 16. A careful 
peruſal of theſe, and other parallel Scriptures, may 
give the reader a view of ſome of thole things that 
are called“ religious experiences.” At firlt ſight 
it is eaſy to perceive they are too many to give 
a particular account of. _ 

Therefore I proceed, in the 

II. Second place, to diſcover the meaſures we 
take when we make our “ inquiry into one ano- 
thers religious experiences.” 


1. Becauſe 
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1. Becauſe the whole is to be done to the uſe of 
edifying, and to promote Chriſtian knowledge, love, 
unity, and peace; we at our firſt coming together, 
endeavour to ſpeak to ourſelves“ in pſalms, hymns, 
and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging and making melody 
in our hearts to the Lord,“ Eph. v. 19. 20. We do 
the ſame alſo before we part. 

2. In like manner we pray at our firſt going in, 
and again before we part: We endeavour both to 
ſing and pray with the Spirit and the underitand- 
ing, that all may be edified. 

3. That © all things may be done decently 
and in order,” 1 Cor. xiv. 40. one perſon only 
" ſpeaks at once All diſputes we entirely keep 
out, except what may tend to further us in 
unity and knowledge. The leader or teacher 
aſks every one a few queſtions relating to the 
preſent ſituation of their minds, in order that 
he may the better ſpeak to their edification, and 
exhortation, and comfort,” 1 Con xiv. 3. And thus 
we endeavour “ to confider one another, to provoke 
unto love and to good works,” Heb. x. 24. We 
judge, the more frequently this is done, the better; 
ſeeing the Apoſtle's injunction is, to do it daily, 
Heb. iv. 13. If any grow ſlack and careleſs, we en- 
deavour to exhort them not to forſake ** the af- 
ſembling of themſelves together, as the manner of 
ſome is, but exhorting one another, and ſo much 
the more” as we ſee there is ſo much need of it, 
Heb. x. 25. 

4. All who are able and willing give one penny 
once a week at theſe meetings, to carry on what 
we take to be the work of God. This is both 
a faithful and full account of the matter, as ap- 
peal to friends and foes, among us, or net. 

And thus we endeavour to go on ſinging and 


praying, 288 
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Help us to help each other, Lord, 

Fach other's croſs to bear; 

Let each his friendly aid afford, 
And ee his brother's care. 

Help us to build each other up, 
Our little ſtock improve, 
Increaſe our faith, confirm our hope, 
And perfect us in love. | 
Touch'd by the loadſtone of thy love, 
Let all our hearts agree, 

And ever t'ward each other move, 
And ever move t'ward thee, 

Then when the mighty work is wrought, 
Keceive thy ready bride, 

Give us in heav'n an bappy lot 

15 Wich all the ſanctify'd. 
Still let us own our common Lord, 
And bear thine eaſy yoke, 

A band of love, a threefold cord, 

That never can be broke In the 


III. Third place, I come to examine the rea- 
fons adduced to juſtify the offence, and cenſure 
our conduct. | 

There are two reaſons adduced for theſe pur- 
poſes : Firſt, it is no where enjoined by Chriſt 
as a. moral duty; nor, 2. as a mean of grace. 

Rep. 1. 1. Has Chriſt any where forbidden it ? 
Is it evil in 1%, or in its neceſſary conſe quen- 


ces? It is by ſome objected, “ But it may be a- 


buſed to very bad purpoſes ; and ergo, ought not 
to be done,” I anſwer, The conſequence is not 
good: eating and drinking may be abuled, and 
jo may the Bible; Muſt we therefore neither eat 
nor drink, nor aſe the Bible? I argue thus: That 
which is neither forbidden in Scripture, nor ſinful 
in itſelf, nor in its neceſſary conlequences, is no 
ſin; but inquiring into our religious experiences, 

0 "29; * 
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is neither forbidden in Scripture, neither is it ſin- 
ful in itſelf, nor yet in its neceſſary conſequet ces; 
and ergo, it is no ſin to inquire into one another's 
religious experiences. | 

2. Thoſe meaſures that are followed in religious 
bands and claſſes, that are in nowiſe ſinful, do 
not give a jut cauſe of offence to any; but the 
meaſures that are followed by us in our religious 
bands and claſſes, are in nowile ſinful ; and er- 
go, do not give a juſt cauſe of offence to any. 

3- It is neither Chriſtian nor judicious to be 
offended without a uf? cauſe ; but thoſe perſons 
that are offended with us, are offended without a 
juſt cauſe; and ergo, &c. This conſequence 
holds good till the former reaſoning be overs 
thrown. | 4 

The Editor has peremptorily aſſerted, that 
Chriſt has no where enjoined an inquiry into one 
another's religious experiences, © either as a 
moral duty, or mean of grace.” I duſt not 
have ſaid it for the world : 1 would have ſat me 
down and read, and prayed again and again 
* Lord, what I know nt, do thou teach me !” I 
am ſorry to ſee it here; but I am obliged to con- 
front it with what I believe will fully contute it. 
AI had much rather 1 had not had the work to do. 
But it is God's truth, and mult not be concealed. 
— The Editor has not backed his aſſertion with any 
one argument; and therefore J have nothing to 
do at preſent but to overthrow the allertion inclf, 

the ipſe dixit. Thus I proceed, | 
Rep. II. That which Chriſt has commanded is 
a moral duty; but Chriſt has con: manded us ** to, 
love one another as he hath loved us” 4; there- 
fore to love one another, as he hath loved us, is 


+ Joh, xv. 12. 


— 
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2 moral duty which Chriſt has commanded. 2. 
Chriſt hath / loved us as to bear our burdens ; 
and he hath commanded us /o to love one ano- 
ther as he loved us; therefore he hath command- 
ed us to bear one another's burdens. See the 
Apoſtle's ſame method of reaſoning, Gal. vi. 2. 
Again, thoſe burdens of one another, which we 
are to bear, in order to fulfill the /aw of Chriſt, 
it is a moral duty to bear. But theſe burdens 
of one another, which we are to bear, in or- 
der to fulfill the law of Chriſt, are ſpiritual 
burdens, &c.; therefore it is a moral duty to 
bear one another's ſpiritual burdens. 3. It is a 
moral duty to bear one another's ſpiritual bur- 
dens; but we cannot know one another's ſpi- 
ritual burdens without we make an “ inquiry in- 
to one another's religious experiences; there- 
fore it is a moral duty to make an “ irquiry into 
one another's religious experiences.” — This is 
the point that was to be proved. Are there not 
a thouſand poor Chriſtians in the world diſtreſſed 
for the want of this very thing? Can the forego- 
ing reaſoning be fairly overturned? I think not. 
I argue farther then, 4. That which is a moral 
duty to do, is a ſin not to do; but it is a moral 
duty to © inquire into one another's religious ex- 
periences ;” therefore it is a ſin not to do it. 5. 
It is a ſin not to inquire into one another's reli- 
gious experiences; but we cannot “ inquire into 
one another's religious experiences” without we 
aſſemble ourſelves together in religious ſocieties, 
bands, or claſſes x therefore it is a fin to forſake 
or neglect the aſſembling of ourſelves together in 
religious ſocieties, bands, or claſſes. 6. Every 


thing is to be done for the uſe of edifying; but 
we 
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we cannot make inquiry into one another's reli- 
gious experiences, for the uſe of edifying, with- 
out we aſſemble in ſmall numbers to do it; there- 
fore it is our duty to aſſemble in ſmall numbers 
to do it, 7. Every thing ought to be done decent- 
ly and in order ; but this cannot be, without we 
meet in ſmall numbers to do it, ergo. In a word, 
ſhew us a better method rightly to fulfill the 
law of Chriſt, and we will follow it. 

Rep. III. 1. That which the apoſtle hath en- 
joined is a moral duty; but he hath enjoined us 
to “ rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
weep with them that weep “; therefore it is a 
moral duty to rejoice with them that do rcjoice, 
&c. 2. It is a moral duty to rejoice with them 
that do rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep ; but many Chriſtians both rejoice and weep 
about © religious experiences ;” therefore it is a 
moral duty to rejoice, &c. with them that do re- 
Joice, and weep with them that weep, about their 
religious experiences. 3. It is a moral duty to 
rejoice and weep with them that do rejoice or 
weep about their religious experiences ; but we 
cannot do either without we make “ inquiry in- 
to one another's religious experiences ;” ergo, it 
is a moral duty to inquire into one another's reli- 
gious experiences, &c. &c. There are twenty 
injunctions and more, all which I could fairly 
prove, require this duty at our hands. And 
indeed; W hat is a religious ſociety without it? I 
come now to prove that Chriſt has enjoined it as 
& mean of grace.“ | 

None will deny 1. That prayer is a mean of 
grace; 2. None will deny that Chriſt hath com- 

manded 


1 Rom. xii. 15. 


1 


manded fecial: prayer, as well as ſingle, perſonal, 
or private. Obſerve then, 

Chriſt has commanded ſocial prayer as a mean 
of grace for obtaining ſpiritual wants; but we can- 
not ſocially. pray as a mean of grace for ſpiritual ' 
wants, without making inquiry into one another's 
religious experiences or ſpiritual wants; ergo Chriſt 
has, as a mean of grace, commanded us to make 
« inquiry into one another's religious experiences 
or ſpiritual wants,” in order ſocially to pray for 

them. | | 

. Chriſt has commanded. us to uſe the means, in 
order to obtain the end; for we cannot obtain the 
end without the means. How can we mutually 
pray for our mutual ſpiritual wants, without we 
know them? And how can we know'them. without 
we make inquiry? How can any two perſons agree 
on earth to aſk any one thing without making in- 
quiry of each other concerning that one thing? 
Suppole, then, that one thing be a thing relating 
to religious experience,, muſt we not make “ in- 
quiry into one another's religious experiences,” 
before me can agree to aſk it? Inſtead of advan- 
Cing a chain. of reaſoning to prove what is fo very. 
obvious, I ſhall tranſcribe a few remarks of Mr 
Henry's to the purpoſe. © Solomon lays this 
down for a truth, that two are better than one: 
1. It is good for two to travel together; for if one 
happen to fall, the other will be ready to help him 
up. If a man fall into fin, his friend will help 
to reſtore him with the ſpirit of meekneſs: If he 
fall into trouble, his friend will help to comfort 

him and afſuage his grief. = 

2. Two are better than one for mutual warmth, 
If two lie together they have heat : So virtuous 
and gracious affections are excited by good /6- 

ciety ; 
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crety ; and Chriſtians warm one another, by“ provo- 
king one another to love and good works.“ How 
can this be done without ſuch an inquiry as is cen- 
ſured in us? 

3. For united ſirength. If an enemy find a 
man alone, he is likely to prevail againſt him 
in our ſpiritual warfare, we may be helpful to one 
another, as well as in our /piritual work; next to 
the comfort of communion with God, is that of 
the-communion of ſaints. Two together he com- 
pares to a threefold cord; for where two are cloſe. 
ly joined in holy love and fellowſhip, Chriſt will 
by his Spirit come to them and make the third. 
„hey that dwell in love dwell in God, and God 
in them.”——'l hus far Mr Henry. Vid. Com. in 
Eccl. iv. 9.— 13. I hope theſe judicious Clriſtians 
will not be offended with Solomon for his bands ? 
And why ſhould they with ws for endeavouring to 
unite them? When they have proved it ſinful, we 
will give over: till then, 1 believe it is ſinful for 
them not to do the ſame. And how then can they 
anſwer to him that made them for their neglect ? 

2. Come and hear, all ye that fear God; for 
1. you will join with me in my praiſes, and help 
me in giving thanks ; and we ſhould be as deſirous 
of the aſſiſtance of thoſe that fear God in return- 
ing thanks for the mercies we have received, as 
in praying for thole we want. 2, You will be 
edi fſied and encturaged by that which I have to 
ſay. I will declare what God hath done for my 
ſoul-—for the h:nor of God, to which we owe 
this as a juſt debt, and for 1he edification of others. 
NOTE, God's people ſhould communicate their 
experiences to each ther.” How widely different 
was Mr Henry's judgment, from thoſe judicious 
Chriſtians mentioned by the Editor? “M e ſhould 
take 
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take all occaſions to tell one another the great and 
kind things which GOD has done for us, (mark 
this); eſpecially which he has done for our /ouls ; 
the ſpiritual inge with which he hath bleſſed us 
in heavenly things; theſe we ſhould be moſt af- 
fected with ovrielves; and therefore with theſe we 
ſhould be deſirous to affect others.” Hen. 
Com. in Pla. Ixvi. 16. Thus you fee how this pi- 
ous commentator proves my point, and confutes 
my opponents, — who, if they are judicious Chri- 
ſans, I hope, will think it their duty to be recon- 
ciled, and to practiſe the ſame with one another. 
3. Again, © They that feared che Lord kept toge- 
ther as thoſe that were company for each other; 
they ſpok : kindly and endearingly one to another, 
for the increaling and improving of Faith and ho- 
lineſs. When vice is daring, let not virtue be 
ſnealrng. —God digatfied them—he touk notice 
of their pious dilcourſes, and was graciouſly pre- 
ſent at their confer ences,” &c. Hen. Com. in Mal. 
iii. 16, ad ult. Is not vice daring ? Is not viitue 
ſneaking in our unbappy age? Again, 

4. © If two of you ſhall agree harmoniouſly touch- 
ing any thing that they (hall aſk, it ſhall be done 
unto them. Many promiles we have in Scripture 
of a gracious anſwer to the prayers of faith ; but 
this here gives a particular encouragement to joint- 
prayer, (or ſocial as 1 term it), the requeſts 
which two of you agree in, much more which 
many agree in, (as in our bands and claſſes, the 
latter being much the larger). No law of heaven 
limits the number of petitioners. Note, Chriſt 
has been pleaſed to put an honour upon, and to 
allow a ſpecial efficacy iu, the joint-prayers of the 
faithful, and the common ſupplications they make 
to God, If they join in the jame prayer, if they 

meet 
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meet by appointment to come together to the 
throne of grace on ſome ſpecial errand, (how can 
they do this without making inquiry into their 
religious experiences?) They ſhall ſpced .well. 
Chriſt (is) in the aſſemblies of Ctriſtians, where 
tabs or three are gathered in his name for religi- 
ous worſhip, or any ad of Chriſtian communicn, 
Meetings of Chriſtians for holy pu poſes are 
hereby appointed, directed, and encouraced,. Tho? 
but tuo or t/ree are met together, Chriſt is among 
them. This is an encouragement to the meeting of 
a few, when it is of choice : beſides the ſecret wor- 
ſhip performed by particular perſons, and the 
public ſervices of the whole congregation, there 
may be. occaſion ſometimes for two or three to 
come together, either for mutual aſſiſtance in con- 


ference, (that is, inquiring into their experiences, ) 


or joint aſſiſtance in prayer, (we unite both in 
one), not in contempt of public worſhip, (do ue 
do this, or even at the times of public werſhip ?) 
but in concurrence with it, there Chriſt will be 
preſcent— and tho? there be but 7wso or three, the 
ſmalleſt number that can be, yet it Chriſt make 
one among them, their meeting is as Honcurable and 
comfortable, as if they were two or three thous» 
ſand.” Hen. in Mat. xviii. 19. 20. 


It is now time, in the laſt place, 

To anſwer the Editor's query, “ Could they not 
be witneſſes to Chriſtianity, without that inquiry 
into one another's religious experiences?“ &c, 

Reply. 1. I think not: at leaſt, nt to a very 
great part of experimental Chriſtianity, 

2. Can theſe jugicious Chriſtians either, who 
are offended with us? Scarch the Scriptuies, and 
ſee. 

The Editor proceeds in his citations. 

& Might 
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ce Might it not be another at leaſt prudential 
rule, for every Methodiſt preacher not to fre- 
quent any diſſenting meeting? If we do this, cer- 
tainly our people will: now this is actually ſe. 
parating from the church,” &c. 

Thus the Editor comments: © Perhaps ſome 
may aſcribe it to an oppoſite prudential rule, cal- 
culated for the Edinburgh meridian, that Metho- 
diſt preachers there ſeldom or never attend the 
qualified Epiſcopal meetings, but Preſbyterian 
churches, and churches too, in which the doc- 
trines of predeſtination and the ſaints perſeve- 
rance are explicitly preached. But the laft part of 
the paragraph juſt now tranſcribed, affords a dif- 
ferent ſolution of that ſtrange phenomenon, Mr 
Wefley, by his profound ſkill in medicine, has 
found out, that poiſon may poſſibly prove harm- 
leſs, where men have been early enough and 
long enough accuſtomed to ſwallow it; which 
| fortunes to be the caſe with the good people of 

Scotland, as to the poiſonous doctrines of Cal- 
viniſm.“ | | | 
Reply. 1. Obſerve the rule here mentioned b 
which our conduct is regulated in theſe caſes - it 
is termed a prudential rule; a rule that can only 
take place, 1. When it will be for the beſt, and 
conduce to the glory of God moſt, to do a thing 
this or that way, rather than any other, as far 
as can be judged, But, then, 2. That thing muſt 
not be evil in its own nature, or natural conſe- 
- quences——no prudential rule whatever can allow 
that. And, 3. muſt not oppoſe any Scriptural 
rule, or infringe in the leaſt upon any of them ; 
for in that caſe it can never be a prudential rule. 
Obſerve, 


2dly, 
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 2dly, The rule itſelf, is, For every Metho- 
diſt preacher not to frequent any diſſenting meet - 
ing;“ that is, in England. Then obſerve, 
3aly, The reaſons upon which it is founded, 
If we do this, certainly our people will: now 
this is acfually ſeparating from the church.” 
Then obſerve, | 9 
athly, A little before, there are twelve reaſons 
aſſigned why we ſhould not ſeparate from the 
church. The ſingle queſtion: then is, Whether is 
it more prudent for the Methodiſts to ſeparate 
from the church, or continue as they are? And 
the anſwer I give, is, If any man will ſufficiently 
anſwer thoſe twelve reaſons urged to the contrary, 
and fairly ſhew that it will be more prudent, and 
more conducive to the glory of God, for the 
Methodiſts to ſeparate from the church than not, 
I will give my vote to do it immediately. Till 
this is done, we may think it more prudent to 
continue as we are; and conſequently it may be 
more prudent, © for every Methodiſt preacher 
not to frequent any diſſenting meeting,” for the 
reaſons above given, viz. © If we do, our people 
will: now this is actually ſeparating from the 
church.“ Let this ſame (not an oppolite) © pru- 
dential rule (be) calculated for the Edinburgh 
meridian,” and it will equally account for the 
ſame practice in Edinburgh as in London. For 
the ground of our conduct is this, not to ſeparate 
from the churches eſtabliſhed in Great Britain, 
conſequently not from the church of Scotland, 
when we are in Scotland, (for when the Preſer- 
vative was firſt publiſhed, we had no ſocieties 
here), any more than from the church of Eng- 
land when in England, foraſmuch as the ſame 


5 & reaſons 
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reaſons hold good in the one place as in the o- 
ther. Therefore, 

5 /ly, Till it be proved more prudent to ſepa— 
rate from the eſtabliſhed churches in Great Bri- 
tain than not, our conduct muſt be,“ ſeldom or 
never to attend the qualified Epiſcopal meetings 
in Scotland,“ any more than the diſſenting meet- 
ings in England. For certainly, if we did, we 
ſh»uld act inconſiſtent with our fundamental 
axiom of practice in this caſe; and this indeed 
would be a.“ ſtrange phenomenm,” and much to 
be blamed, if not wondered at. 

But, 6thly, Do not theſe reaſons ſufficiently 
account for “ that ſtrange phznomenon's” appear- 
ing, without having recourſe to Mr Welley's 
« profound ſkill in medicine,” for © a different 
folution ?” Is not this ſomething unkind, and 
hardly reconci'e:bl? with perfect charity? When 
* a ſtrange phenomenon” makes its appearance, 
every philoſopher ſhould endeavour to account 
for it in the %, manner he can; and if his theory 
be not built upon fact, the virtuoſi of our age, 
(and the wiſer for it too), will pay little regard 
to his reaſonings, eſpecially when more probable 
ones are preſented in their room, and more coun» 
tenanced by experiment; but alas! “ the chil- 
dren of this world are wiſer in their generation 
than the children of light! To this account of 
the matter, it may be objected, “ But does not 
Mr Weſley ſay of predeſtination, that“ repeated 
experience ſheus it is not wholetome ſod ;*? yea, 

that “ it has the effect of deadly poiſlon?“ 1 an- 

ſwer, %, He does not ſay it has ſuch an effect 
+ : 

vpon “ them who were educated therein.” Se— 

cond'y, Neitker does he ſay that it 7s naturally 

deadly poilon ;” only, that upon /ome it has that 

deadly 
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deadly effect. Mr Weſley looks upov it to be an 
edged tool (as the faculty ſpeak of mercury), if 
not in the hand of a wiſe man, it may do much 
harm; ſimple, indeed, it may be ſwallowed by 
ounces, but caſe it with ſpiculae, and it becomes 
too corroſive, and may abundantly ſooner kill 
than cure. At leaſt, © repeated experience ſhews 
it is not wholeſome,” when people begin to make 
too free with it, and convert it from its native 
ſimplicity and purity, (See below). I have before 
obſerved that Mr Weſley maintains conditional 
predeſtination ; and had he never ſeen, by © re. 


. peated experience,” the effects of unconditional 


predeſtination upon © thoſe of our brethren,” 


or others who had . lately embraced it,” I dare 


ſay he would never have put pen to paper upon 
the ſubje&t. Indeed, in Scotland, you have not 
ſeen thoſe deadly effects poſlibly, and I believe 
for this very good reaſon, becauſe that doctrine 
has been preached according to the ſentiments of 
our reformers; whereas, in England, (by ſome), 
it was made a deadly corroſive, and had the ef- 
fects above ſaid. Let us hear Mr Weſley him- 
ſelf complaining ; © The doctrine of predeſtina- 
tion is entirely changed from what it formerly was. 
Once, it implied the faith and purity of the go. 


ſpel, only confined to a certain number: Mu (in 
England, with ſome,) it is become neither goſpel, 


faith, peace, nor purity. It is ſomething that will 
do without them all. Faith (according to theſe) 
is no longer a divine evidence of things not ſeen, 
wrought in the ſoul by the immediate power of 
the Holy Ghoſt; not an evidence at all ; but a 
mere notion. Neither is faith made any longer 
(by thoſe perloas) a means of holineſs ; but 
ſamething that will do withwt it. Chriſt is no 


13 more 
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more a Saviour fr:m ſin, but a defence, a very 
cnuntęnancer of it. He is no more a fountain of 
ſpiritual life in the ſoul of believers, but leaves 
his ele& inwardly diy, and outwardly wunfruitful ; 
and is made little more-{by this new doctrine), 
than a rege from the image of the Heavenly: 
even from righteouſneſs, peace, nd joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt +.” —— Now, tho' the Methodiſt 
preachers in Scotland attend © Preſbyterian 
churches, and churches too in which the doc- 
trines of predeſtination and the ſaints perſeve- 
rance are exflicitly preached,” _——yet, bleſſed be 
God, they never heard predeſtination preached 
in the ſenſe before cited. No: If they had, E- 
diaburgh would have heard of it, both from the 
fields and the preſs, hong ſince. The Methodiſt 
preachers love to hear free grace preached; they 
love to hear the pride of man laid in the duſt, end 
the Redeemer alone exalted; and, (I can ſpeak 
for myſelf), it is with pleaſure 1 have often 
heard theſe two pillars of Chriſtianity et up in 
this kingdom. This is the true reaſon, the 
Searcher of hearts knows, why I always chuſe 
to attend thoſe churches where theſe are erccted 
in the fight and hearing of all that are preſent, 
Yea, they are glad that it © fortunes to be the 
caſe with the good people of Scotland,” to hear 
predeſtination preached free from thoſe abuſes 
Mr Weſley has mentioned. — And, as that 77 
be caſe, they can be bth edified themfelves, and 
their ſociety likewiſe, in hearing it. This, 7h:s 
. is one mein reaſon of our conduct ſo warmly 
animadverted pon below. — As to“ the poi- 


onbus dactrines of Calviniſm,“ the Editor may lie 
under a miſtake. It appears from the above, and 
much 

+ Vid. Mr Wefl:y's Not. 1 edit. 1 Pet. i. 2. 
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much more in other places of Mr Weſley's 
writings, that it is the abr/e of the mercury, ra- 
ther than the mercury itfelf, that Mr Weſley 
militates againſt Suppoſe ſuch a predeſtination 
as the above, had been artfully propagated 
through Scotland, (as it is notoriouſly known to 
have been in England), would not every 
God-fearing man have done his % to have put 
a ſtop to it? And who can prove that Mr Weſley 
did any other? What other deſign could he have 
in writing? Let the candid judge; the prejudiced 
1 never appeal to. 
1 he Editor goes on, 

« The Prelervative is concluded, p-. 245. by 
adviſing every Methodiſt preacher carefully ta 
read it, and his ferious thoughts concerning per- 
ſeverance and predeſtination, and to recommend 
and explain them to the Methodiſt ſocieties, that 
they may be no more toſſed to and fro by every 
wind of doctrine, but may be ſettled in one mind 
and one judgment.” Upon - which the Editor 
oblerves, „ This advice, if known to the Me- 
thodiſt teachers in Fdiaburgh, has been ſo little 
regarded by them, that Mr Welley's Picſervative, 
and other controverſial writings, are carefully ſe- 
c:eted from the greateſt part of the members of 
their ſocieties, poſſibly from a prudent jealouſy, 
leſt they ſhould ſpy ſomewhat in them that might 
abate thei; fondnels to place themſelves under his 
direction.“ 

Reply. 1. It is not altogether true that we 
have car fully creed thole writings, &c. But 
allowing the fat, \\ here is the fauit? What 
writings have we carefully fecietcd? Why, 
« Mr Weſley's contrcverſial writings,” Suppo- 
ſing we had, Where is the harm? Are contro- 

verlial 
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verſial writings the be/? calculated for the purpoſes 
of our coming into Scotland? The Editor has 
extracted our defign out of the Preſervative; o- 
therwiſe we had left our deſign to be penetrated 
by our doings; but as they appear in public, let us 
examine them. The Methodiſts muſt now avow 
to men, what they were before content for God 
and their own conſciences to be witneſſes of- 
Read it as follows, Pref. p. 6. „We look 
upon ourſelves not as the authors or ring: leaders 
of any particular ſe& or party, but as meſſengers 
of God to thoſe who are Chriſtians in name, but 
Heathens in heart and life, to call them back to 
that from which they are fallen, to real, genuine 
Chriſtianity.” —— Let us ſee what the Methodiſts 
think of themſelves; 1. “ Not as the authors or 
ring-leaders of a pai tieular ſect or party. I appre- 
hend our actions, in this reſpect, at leaſt, correſpond 
with our thoughts. Therefore, 1. In Fngland, we ga 
to the church of England. 2. In Scotland, we 
go to the church of Scotland ; and both for this 
reaſon, becauſe, if we did not, our people would 
not, and then we ſhould actually ſeparate from 
both ; and conſequently become of neceſſity what 
we are not willing to be of choice, neither in- 
deed what we look upon ourſelves to be. And 
here let me aſk, Are there not ſects and parties 
enough already in Great Britain? Are the ect 
of this dividing and ſub-dividing ſo good, ſo de- 
ſireable, ſo ornamental to Chriſtianity ; ſo pro- 
ductive of Chriſtian love, unity, and peace; ſo 
conſiſtent with our Maſter's delign in ſetting up 
his kingdom among men, &c. &c. that there is 
need ot more diviſions amongſt us? Rather, is it 
not like rending and tearing his ſeamleſs coat in 
pieces, which is but too much, rent alre-dy? 

Now, 


1 


Now, ſuppoſe we had come over the Tweed full 
of wild fire, and begun of preaching and publiſh- 
ing Mr Weſley's controverſial writings,” and 


had raiſed up controverſies and fired the kingdom 


with them from the Tweed to the Orkneys, 
would not thoſe very perſons who now condemn 
us for a contrary conduct, have cried out againſt 
us then, and have looked upon us as incendiaties, 


and that too with ſome reaton on their fide ? But 
farther, the Methodiſts look upon themſelves, 


2.-* as meſſengers of God to thole ho are 
Chriſtians in name, but Heathens in heart and 
life.“ And are there none of this fort in North 
Britain? Are they all Chriſtians in heart, in Ie, 


as well as in name? Are there no nominal Chri- 


ſtians only in Scotland, profeſſing to know God, 
but yet deny him by wicked works—who call 


Chriit, Lord, Lord, and yet do not the things 


that he hath commanded them? Who have a 
name to live, and are dead, who name the name 


of Chriſt, and yet do not depart from iniquity ? 
Are all in this part of Britain giving ail diligence 


to purify their hearts from all tilthineſs of fleſh 


and ſpirit, per fecting holineſs in the fear of the 


Lord? If-this be the caſe, and that notwith- 


ſtanding an orthodox miniſtry among them, is 
there not need of ſome meſſengers from God to 


be feat amoag ſuch careleſs people who are at 
caſe in Zion, and crying, Peace, peace, when 
there is n peace? Now, How do you know but 
that God may have /ent even us? for © he giveth 


account of none of his matters;” © he ſendeth 


by whom he will fend.” “ Yea, by their fruits 
ye ſhall know them.” And what fruits do you /ee 
to the contrary? But what do the Methodilts 
look upon /e emſeldes as lent to dg? Why “to 

"i call 
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call them back from that which they are fallen, 


to real, genuine Chriſtianity.” Are controver fial 
writings the beſt calculated for theſe purpoſes ? 
Let the impartial maſter-builders judge. Would. 
it not have defeated our deſign in calling ſinners 
to real, genuine Chriſtianity, ſhould we have 
ſhewn ourſelves wiſe to win ſouls ? 

The Editor knows what was wrote to him a few 
weeks ago upon this ſubject. Had we indeed 
carefully ſecreted from our members, uſeful 
— books, ſuch as, 1. Mr Wefley's Chriſtian 

ibrary, 50 vol. or his anſwer to Dr. Taylor; or 
his notes on the New Teſtament, or his practical 
collection of ſermons, &c. &c. then we had done 
them an injury juſtly to have been complained of. 
Or, 2. had we kept back or ſecreted any thing of 
the counſel. of God neceſſary for their ſalvation ; 
or, inſtead of inſiſting upon practical experimental 
matters, we had coldly amuſed them with ſpecu- 
lative fine-ſpun theological points, that not one in 
a hundred have capacity to underſtand; then in- 
deed we had both loſt our labour, and miſſed our 


_ deſign, and what is worſt of all, © profited the peo- 


ple” little or nothing. Or, 3. had we adulterated 


the word of God, mixed it as bad men mix their 


wine, and leſſened the value, or depreciated any 
neceſſary doctrine of Chriſtianity, how could we 


have anſwered it to him that ſent us? When the 


true foundation is laid, when Chriſt is preached as 
the wiſdom of God and the power of God, if we 


don't build up the people as far as our abilities will 


avail, with gold, ſilver, precious ſtones, i. e. ſuch 
materials as will bear the fiery teſt that every 
miniſter's work is to undergo in a future day, ſuch 
true and ſolid, practical, experimental doctrines as 
God himſelf will approve of, ſurely our work w_ 

| | be 
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be burnt, and we ourſelves ſhall ſuffer loſs, 1. Cor, 
iii. 11. 14. 4. All controverſial writings, and opi- 
nions, and expreſſions that do not © miniſter to 
godly edifying,” we ſtudiouſly avoid, not for the 
reaſon aſſigned by the Editor, (which is none of 
the moſt charitable), namely,“ from a prudent 
Jealouſy, leſt they (the ſocicties) ſhould ſpy ſome- 
what in them that might abate their fondneſs to 
place themſelves under (the) direQtion” of Mr We- 
ley. No: theſe are little, mean, low deſigns, ſuch 
as, I thank God, my heart never yet once /mote me 
for being guilty of ; no, theſe better tally with a 
Roman conclave, than the open, honeſt deſigns 
and actions of the Methodiſts — We little re- 
garded Mr Welley's controverſial writings in 
Scotland,” as knowing there is not that neceſlity 
for them as in the above caſe : and wherein are 
we to blame, © our enemies themſelves bei 
- Judges ?” It is true “ controverſial writings” ſome- 
times do good, and are highly uſeful : but me- 
thinks only like the knife by which amputation is 
performed, to cut off the limb, in order to fave 
the /ife. If any one imagine, that what has been 
ſaid, is not ſufficient to vindicate our conduct, let 
them point us out a better way to accompliſh our 
deſigns aforeſaid, and then be aſſured we will rea- 
dily embrace it. Are controverſial writings, ſuch as 
we are ſaid to have ſecreted, the beſt inſtruments 
to awaken the dead ſinner, to comfort the mourn- 
ing penitent, and point him out to the blood of 
atonement ; to build up the believer in the pre- 
cious faith of God's elect; to urge him to add to 
his faith virtue, knowledge, temperance &c.? 
- Whether the thing be true or falſe in itſelt; yet 
are books of controverſy at all neceſſary, abſo- 
lutely neceſlary, for theſe and the like r 
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Can no man' go to heaven who does not believe 
the affirmative of thoſe doubtful queſtions? Are 
miniſters of the goſpel to be looked upon by their 
brethren, and treated as barbarians or worſe, becauſe 
they do not, cannot in every thing, ſee as they fee? 
This brings to my remembrance the two parts of 
the Chriſtian world curſing one another, becauſe 
they could not agree when to keep Faſter ! But 
farther, ſuppoſe the Methodiſt teachers had ſeen 
their people abuſe thoſe doctriues they hade been 
brought up in, and that to the wickedeſt of pur- 
poſes, viz. ſinning, becauſe grace abounds, and 
making the fame ill uſe of them that the people 
referred to in the Preſervative did, in that caſe can 


you ſuppoſe that we ſhould not have obey'd dur 


diſcretionary inſtructions, and both © carefully 
read, and recommended and explained them to 
our ſocieties?“ Yes, no doubt: Neither ſhould 
we have feared the face of- man, God being our 
helper. But of this afterwards., 

In the mean time, armed with innocence and 
integrity. I prepare to meet one of the moſt 
dreadful vollies of cannon-ſhot that ever 1 heard 


levelled againſt the innocent. Thus they thun- 


der in your ears, while you read them.— ** Truth 
and honeſty chuſe to enter undiſguiſed.” 

Reply. For any thing that has yet been proved 
to the contrary, the Methodiſts chuſed to enter 
that way; ergo. How conſiſtent this is with A- 
+ ſpaſio vindicated entering into the world, has been 
already oblerved. © He that entereth not in by 
the door of a plain, ſimple declaration of his ſen- 
timents, but inſinuateth himſelt into mens aftec- 
tions, by concealing or varniſhing over his opi- 
nions, the lame is a thief and a robber.” 


1 


Reply. 
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Reply. 1. Hard arguments, tempered with love, 
do more execution in the cauſe of Chriſt and re- 
ligion, than hard names. But, ER ' 

2. This is too great an acid to be wholeſome ; 


yet mix it with the alkaline arguments above, 
and when the ebullition is over, it may become 


a good neutral to allay the heat of our ſpirits in 
this, I would gladly hope, only temporary fever. 


However, when the Editor has proved his minor 


propoſition, it will be then time enough to anſwer ' 
the concluſion. ©& Miniſters of the goſpel, by 
manifeſtation of the truth, ſhould recommend 
themſelves to every man's conſcience in the fight 
of God.” Reply. To manifeſt what we take to 
be the truth, and what has not, that I have yet 
ſeen, been proved to be the contrary, almoſt every 
preacher among us, early and late, in cjties and 


countries throughout England and Ireland, preach 


upwards of ſeven hundred times, each uf them, 
every year. Beſides the volumes that have been 
wrote with the ſame deſign. Do not condemn 
us without either hearing or knowing rightly 
what we do, and we ſhall net be afraid of the 
verdict of conſcience, no not even that of our cne- 
mies; nor are we afraid to face our accuſers! at 
the bar of our Fudge, with whom we lodge our 
appeal. His thoughts are not as man's thoughts, 
ary more than his ways are like their ways. 
Walking in craftineſs, handling the word of 
God deceitfully. keeping back from hearers what 
may be prefatable, and, from affectation of po- 
pularity, ſhunving to declare the whule counſel of 


God, indicate more of the wiſdom of 1he ſerpent 


than of the harmleſſneſs of the dove; and, on the 
moſt candid wpp«fition, proceed from a zeal for 
God not according to knowledge. 


Reply. 


" 


—— 
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Reply. I need only aſk, 1. Againſt whom is this 
heavy artillery playing? When we are proved to 
be the perſons, we may feel the force of it; till 
then, innocence is our ſhelter. 2. Let me here 


alk the Editor TY TM AGITITT I hope, at 
leaſt, it will not continue H. And is this 


the genuine juſt character of Mr Weſley and his 
teachers? For them who either ſay or think fo, 1 


all only add, Father, forgive them, for they know 


not what they do. I he publiſher never re- 
ceived the leaſt provocation from any of the 


Methodiſts ; nay, has been treated by them with 


unmerited reſpect: many of them he eſteems and 


loves for the truth's ſake which is in them, and 


ſhall be with them forever. Of the ſincere piety 

of ſome of their teachers, nay even of their ſound 

prjnciples, he would think favourably.” 
Reply. This gives me ground to hope that 


when the Editor is better acquainted wit, the 
- reſt, he will think equally favuurably of them 
| likewiſe. - © But when he reflects, that one is at 

the head of their ſocieties, who hes blended with 


ſome precious goſpel-rruths, a medley of Armi- 
nian, Antinomian, and enthuſialiic errors, he 
thinks it high time to ound an alarm to al: who 
would wiſh to tranſmit to puſterity the pure faith 
once delivered to the ſaints, ſeriouſly to con- 


ſider what the end of thefe things may probably 


be. 
Reply. rt. Mr Wefley's head had need be a 
fehom, a great deep, to contain ſuch a medley, 


| ſuch a mals of jarring principles as theſe. Did 


they ever meet in any one man befure ? Surely 
great darkneſs muſt be upon the face of the deep, 


or elſe he could nut but ſee the dreadful dilcura ! 
I ſuſpect it is ſcarcely practicable to digeſt and 


range 
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range into the leaſt order imaginable, tenets ſo 
diametrically oppoſite to one another as the funda- 
mental articles of thoſe mentioned, and ſaid to be 
mingled too in Mr Weſley's mind! But as the 
Editur has not produced them to light, 1 ſhall 
rather chuſe to leave what ] find, viz. only the zames, 


as they ſtand, than run a long chaſe in queſt of what 
I expe& never to meet with in either his head 
or his writings. But, 2. What other obſerva · 


tions may be made on theſe lines I omit till 1 find 
a better opportunity to range and place them. _ 
But let me not put off my harnels; for there is. 
an army behind more formidable, both in found 
and appearance, than any I have hitherto enga · 
ged, — as the alarm is ſounded, I mult prepare for 
defence. But let ps firſt read the manifeſto, 
and ſee if we can find the real cauſe of the engage- 
ment, and give it a proper anſwer before we be- 
in.— Take it as follows, pref. p. 4. © Mr Weſley 
as faid, Plain account, p. 4. It is a point we 
chiefly inſiſt upon, that orthodoxy, or right opi- 
nion, is at beſt but a very ſlender part of religion, 
if any part of it at all.“ | 
Reply. Now the method T ſhall take will be, 
firſt, io anſwer this manifeſto, by conſidering the 


merits of the cauſe. Then, ſecondly, 1 ſhall en- 
deavour to engage the ſuppyſed conſequences. . And, 


thirdly, do what I can to reconcile the. combat- 
ants, with which I ſhall conclude my reply, 
I. Firſt, I am to anſwer this maniteſto, by con- 
ſidering the merits of the cauſe. And, 
1. What is meant by the word religion? The 
Greek word 9Jpnoxee is of dubious derivation. Some 
derive it from the Heb. WY? quaclivit, - coniu- 


luit. Nam religioſus quacrit Deum. This is a good 
derivation : for, if any man profeſſes to be reli- 
2 gious 


N | bY ; 
gious who does not ſeek his God as the end of all 
his religion and happineſs, ſurely that man's re- 
** vain, The word in Scripture is ſeldom 
aled; however it bears three very different mean- 
ings there. 1. Will-worſhip, or the worſhipping 
of angels, Col. ii. 18.; 2. Judaiſm, or the religion 
of the Jews, Acts xxvi. 5.; 3. experimental and 
practical religion, Jam. i. 26. 27. I remember no 

other meaning the word has in Scripture, © - 

Foraſmuch as no one will pretend, either will- 
worſhip or Judaiſm to be the religion in queſtion, 
we muſt have recourſe to the laſt plaee mention- 
ed. - Pleaſe to obſerve the Holy Ghoſt's definition 
of the word. Pure religion and undefiled be- 


fore God and the Father, is this ;%——eertamly- 
that muſt e the thine which the holy Cod 28. 
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counts ſo: there are three things here, 1. A bridle 
put upon the tongue, that we offend not with our 
ips: 2. The actions of our hands, particularly 
works of charity and of mercy, “ viſiting the 
fatherleſs and 'widows. in their aMiction,” &c. 
3. Above all, purity of heart and affections, “ keep- 
ing ourſelves unſpotted from the world.” See this 
explained in 1 Joh. ii. 15. 16. 179, Now what is 
there here that contradifts Mr Weſley's aſſertion? 
But, 4 ES, 

2. Let us hear what reaſon ſays. Every part 
is eſſential to the whole ; for the whole is made 
up of all its parts; now, take away any of its 
parts, and the whole is defectivs. If then right 
opin.ons be eſſential to ſalvation, and the whole 
be deſtroyed if any of its eſſential parts be want- 
ing, I may venture to aſk, © Who then can be 
ſaved?®” Who will ſtake his eternal all upon it, 
that he is right in all bis opinions? If right opi- 
nions enter into the eſſenee of religion, then reli- 
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on is deſtroyed at a blow, if a man be in the 
aſt wrong in tis opinions. Could this once be 
oved, Popiſh infallibility would come in apace. 
Von ſee then that reaſon gives her ſuffrage with 
Scripture, that Mr Weſley's poſition is ſound, 
for any thing I yet ſee. Let us examine, 2, What 
matter of fad? lays: Can any one have any eſſen- 
tial part of religion, without having ſome reli- 
gion? Surely not. If then any one can be ſup- 
poſed to have a right opinion, he has an eſſential 
part of religion ; and therefore conſequently has 
ſome religion. According to this way of reaſon- 
ing, it evidently follows, that there may be ſume 
eſſential part of religion in the worſ? of men, and 
devils like wiſe; this therefore proves too much, 
to be true. But, let not any one imagine that Mr 
Weſley, or I either, thiuk [tle of right opiaions. 
No: you ſhall fee otherwile under the third head. 
In the mean time, obſerve, that an obvious diſ- 
tinction may almoſt reconcile the parties to each 
other at once: religion is a very ambiguus term 
in its modern acceptatiou ; ſumeiunes it means 
the work of God in the {cul and a ſuitable con- 
duct only ;——in ibis tenie Ni Meſey ie. it: 
ſometimes it means the whole of religi.:: both in 
its doctrinal and experimental parts; in this teri 
the Editor took it, which made him tk. u 10 
much amiſs; whereas I ſhall ſoon difcove: ve wy 
miſtook the meaning of his text. But ti 1 mit 
deter to another opportunity. I come naw, 

II. To engage the ſuppoſed conl:quences. 
The alarm is ſuunded, and I mi to the ficid 
not to draw my {word agaiuſt my brother 
r fellow I -ldier. No; nor yet in u. ger or thi. it 
f . evenge. Religious di. uilitiou: i: vid alu ays 
e made with the g aviiy aud lem) of 2 
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jadge and jury ; with all the calmneſs of thought 
and recollection imaginable ; we ſhould always 
remember that fome part of divinity is at the 


bar, and in. condemning one another we may 


oondemn it and'ourfelves too.——In ſuck caſes 
we muſt be flow to ſpeak, and ſwift to hear,” 
whatever may tend to give light into the ſubject, 
in order that we may be able to judge righteous: 


judgment. The ſuppoſed - conſequences lie in 


two main bodies in the fourth and two laſt pages 
of the preface. I ſhall draw them all into a 
body, and place them in rank and file thus: 
gut tho? I am far from thinking contemptibly 
df that gentleman's abilities, (Mr Weſley's), 1 
much queſtion if he will not find it a taſk too 
hard for them to prove, that ignorance or error 
are as friendly to virtue as juſt ſentiments; and 
that infinite wiſdom has revealed a ſcheme of 
doctrines, which men who have the beſt advan- 
tages for underſtanding it, may, with perfect in- 
nocence and entire ſafety, miſtake or diſbelieve.“ 
Let us now fetch up the rear, with the reaſon of 
their appearing upon this occaſion in their mouths. 
« Damnable hereſies, ſuperſtitious rites, and the 
wildeſt fanaticiſm, may gradually gain ground, 
and opinions and practices take place, the men- 
tion of which would ſhock many, it is hoped 
the greateſt part of people in this country at 
preſent attached to Methodiſm. If men are once 
brought to believe, that right opinion is a ſlender 
part of religion, or no part of it at all, there is 
icarce any thing ſo fooliſh, or ſo wicked, which 
Satan may not prompt them to, by transforming 
himſelf into an angel of light.” 
Reply. A formidable appearance indeed! But 
why are they muſtered upou this occaſion 75 it 
. | 3 from 
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from any other cauſe than the miſtaking a friend, 
an ally, for an enemy? And is there no other 
reaſon” than this, perhaps ſome may ſay in 4 
pett, and others again with pleaſure? I anſwer, 
read over again the merits of the cauſe, and duly 
conſider the weight of its real conſequences, 
then judge for yourſelves. But upon what ground 
has the Editor himſelf drawn up fo great a 
weight of awful charges? Let us reconnoitre the 
bottom they ſtand upon, to take them at the bet- 
ter advantage. Mir Weſley has ſaid, it is a 
point we chiefly inſiſt upon, that. orthodoxy or 


right opinion, is at beſt but a very ſlender part 


of religion, if any part of it at all.” —— Here 
is the ground they are all diawn up ufgmm; if it 
will ſupport them, let it. But 1 hope in the end 
it will be found only a ſoft deep morals, that will 
let them all fink in and periſh for ever. Will any 
undertake to ſupport them ? Then he muſt prove, 
that all theſe conſequences neceſſarily flow from 
Mr Weſley's propoſition. If this cannot be done, 
they ſink in the moraſs for want of firm ground 
to ſtand upon. Having ranged them in battalia, 
and reconnoitred the ground, I now proceed to 
the engagement; 1. Of the main body; 2. Of 
the two wings, right and left. The main body 
ſtands two ranks deep: The fiſt is this, © But, 
tho? I am far from thinking contempribly of that 
gentleman's abilities, 1 much queſtion it he will 
not find it a taſk too hard for him to prove, that 
ignorance and error are as friendly to virtue as 
juſt ſentiments.” | | 


= 


Reply. 1. It is certainly enough for Mr We- 
ley it he can maintain and prove his own propo- 
ſition. For then, ta the next place, the Editor 
himſelf muſt prove, that the conſequences: he has 

5 8 inlerred 


inferred from thoſe premiſſes are fair, natural; 


and neceſſary. But that he cannot do, till he has 
overturned what is here ſaid in their defence; and. 


even ſuppoſe that was done, my reſources are 
not yet exhauſted ; neither my finances fail, nor 


my magazines grow empty. 1 have ſcarce had 
time to examine them, or draw them out to the 
field, (fee the introduction): But even ſuppoſe 
I ſhould fail to make good my undertaking, as 1 


am but a youth, a ſtripling, who never put pen 


to paper, or paper to preſs, before, in the cauſe of 


religion and virtue, to militate in the leaſt with 
any whatever. Yet I am not without triends 
and allies, veterans in the field, who, 1 doubt 
not, would hazard their lives in defence of the 
truth; and ſhould ſhe be found even on the oppo- 
fue ſide of the queſtion, are as willing to follow 
her ſtandard where-ever they ſee it,. as fall for it 
where they fuppoſe it now ftands. But, 

2. If theſe awful cenſequences do not natural- 


ly flow from Mr WOE propoſition, Is it loving 


our neighbour as ourſelves? Js it doing as we 
ſhould be done by? in a word, Is it either Chri- 
ſtian cr judicious, to draw ſuch dreadful conclu- 
fions from premiſſes that do not contain them 
to. load with ſuch charges an innocent ſaying, 
yea, to ſound an alarm as if the whole of reli- 
ion, and the immortal ſouls of men were at 
ake, and all for what? why, for a poſition, 
both true in itfelf, and which, when once rightly 
underſtood, the whole Chriſtian world muſt ne- 

ceſſarily believe, or elſe renounce the Bible. 
This, great as it may ſeem, I ſhall prove in 

the {equel. | 

3. If the Fditor, when he publiſhed bis per- 
formance, had nat been certain that Mr Weſley's 
poſition 
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poſition had been full of ſuch monſtrous and 
ſhocking confequences, ought he:not thoroughly. 
to have aſſured himſelf by carefully pars. | 
that gentleman's writings, before he had palme 
upon him what, I fear, he can hardly make 
good? This would eaſily have been done, as the - 
iſhop of Glouceſter had long before him made 
the ſame objection, which quickly met with a a 
ſufficient rep y. It is true, the Editor ſays he 
could not “ at preſent command a ſight of bis 
other writings” ——but a very little pains and + 
expence would have abundantly ſufficed in the 
caſe before us; for more than à year paſt Mr 
Weſley's anſwer to the Biſhop has been ſold in 
Fdinburgh, price one ſhilling. Not far from 


1 ꝗʒ—6Iꝙ0ĩʒñ SY Roos 4 |} D A „ SW . * 
4, WoL YC very cal. use een this little . 


piece, he never had ſounded his alarm on the 
8 occaſion, at leaſt I charitably hope fo. 
oſterity generally judge truly of mens real cha- 
rafters and writings, if they have right informa- 
tion; but ſuppoſe the Editor's preface ſhould ' 
out live Mr Wefley's performances, would not 
the alarm now ſounded tranſmit to their "knows : 
ledge, that in the . anno Dom. 1765, there 
lived in Great - Britain, one John Weſley, Wo 
* chiefly inſiſted” upon a poſition that fai ly 
inferred ——ſuch dreadful conſequences, that 
they ſcarcely could read without horror and trem- 
bling? How different this from the faith onee 
delivered to the ſaints! Bur, | 
4. Suppoſing every ne who would wiſh to 
tranſmit to poſterity the pure faith once delivered 
to the ſaints,” ſhould “ ſeriouſſy conſider what 
the end of theſe things (theſe horrid things main - 
tained by Mr Weſley), may probably be —— and 
accordingly riſe up in arms, and taking for r 
. e 
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ed what the Editor has advanced for truth, im- 
mediately fall foul upon what perhaps they do 
not thoroughly comprehend, and do all in their 
power to murder the character and the writings 
of 'a brother, a friend, an ally (in diſguiſe and 
the dark), and, what is ſtill worſt of all, poſſibly 


a righteous cauſe, yea, the caule of God! Yea, 
Have not ſome pulpits already ſounded a dread- 
ful peal, with the noiſe. of the alarm of war and 
the din of battle? In this caſe, the character of 
the Editor (who, tho? the preface be anonymous, yet 
is. ſufficiently known) only helps to facilitate the 
execution with the greater caſe. Do not many 
think, „If theſe things were not true, Would 

ſo good, fo learned, ſo pious a man as Mr 
havs {aid fo and fo??? And becauſe It requires 
time, money, and labour to come at the bottom, 
therefore take all for granted, rather than be 
at the pains to inveſtigate the ſubject, and clear 
it of thoſe incumbrances neceſſary to diſcover the . 
truth * But what if, after all, the trumpet but 
= a falſe or uncertain ſound, notwithſtanding 
o many are prepared for the battle, or actually 
engaged by its means? 1 Cor. xiv. 7. 8, Will 
not thoſe who have had a hand in the bling, 
and the blows, have reaſon to cry, Peccavimus ? 
For 1 ſaid, a little above, Perhaps, they do 
all they can to murder the cauſe of God:“ Now, 
ſurely, if it ſhould prove ſo, that muſt be their 
confeſſion ſooner or later! Some may poſſibly 
ſtart at this. But let me aſk them, Are no ſinners 
converted by means of the Methodiſts in Great 
Britain or Ireland? Are you ſure of that? Let 
me once again appeal to the public to all with- 
in the bounds before mentioned to friends 
to foes—— Did none of you ever fee any; rather, 
| ave 


— 119 J 
have you not ſeen ſome thouſands in Britain and 
Ireland, who were cnce openly profane, wicked, 


irreligious perſons, but are now, as far as man 


can judge, really converted by the means of Mr 
Weſley and thoſe who are with him in the work ? 
Speak the truth as it is in fact Do not they 
now bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs which 
are by Jeius Chriſt, who uſed to bring forth fruit 
unto death? Are not drunkards become ſober, 
whoremur;gers and adulterers become cbaſte ? 
Have not liars learned to ſpeak the truth with their 
neighbours, and thoulands of ſwearers made to 


ſpeak a more pure language? Are not the once 


nutoriouſly. ignorant become wiſe and prudent ; 
bad neighbours turned better ; ſuch who had not 
the leaſt pretenſion to viitue and godlineſs, now 
more righteous than moſt of their neigbbours; 
ſuch as ſeldom frequented the houſe of God or 
his table, now tread the courts of bis temple, and 
approach the ſacred element: ? Speak, ye once 
Phariſees of the age, who then ſtood aloof from 
the penitent publicans, had a name to live and 
were dead; Have not many of ycu ſeen ſin to 
be exceeding ſinful? Cut to the heart, your con- 
ſciences cried out for mercy, and now you rank 
among the chief of the once unhallou ed throng, 
and mingle your prayers and your praiſes. with 
your fellow-linners and fellow faints. Is not this 
the Lord's doing? And can any but God conrert 
ſinners ? He alone hath dune it; done it by inſtru- 
ments, of all, the moſt wifi, vunle;s it be to {i ew 
forth his own power the me contpicuouſly, that 
the excellency thereot miyt.t appear tu be ot him- 
ſelf. Have youu any better ile to judge tte Leart 
by, than the tempers, words and actions? Are 
not theſe the fruits by which both minilters and 
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people are known to be of God? In the judg- 
ment of charity, at leaſt, then, for ſhe thinks no 
evil without good ground, ought you not to ſuſ- 
. pend your judgments till you get full proc to the 
* contrary ? Will it not be prudence both to ſilence 
and ſtop the alarm, and take the Jewiſh Doctor's 
advice, « Ye men of Iſrael, take heed to your- 
ſelves ——refrain from theſe men, and let them 
alone; for if this work be of men, it will come 
to nought ; but if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
| throw it: leſt haply (poſſibly) ye be found even 
to fight againſt God? * Acts v. 35 — 40. Upon 
ſuch a uppoſition (and is it impoſſible to be true ?), 
when Chrift is in your affenblies, as be certainly 
is where two or three are met-in his name, and 
the miniſter ſounding his alarm as zealouſly as 
Saul when g ing to Damaſcus, Jeſus may be laying, 
_ «© Why perſecuteſt thou ME” in my members? 
„am Jeſus whom thou periecutelt” out of a 
ale. zeal! But, 
5. Does it not imply the greateſt ignorance 
doth of the man and bis actions, to load his poſi- 
6 tion with ſuch a conſequence as this? Can any 
may imagine that Mr Weſley ſhould avow a prin- 
- Ciple, from which it might eaſily be inferred, that 
be ſuppoles both © ignorance and error are 
as friendly to virtue as juſt ſentiments?” Alas, 
alas, What ignorance and error both are here! 
| Ignorance of the man, his actions, and the mean- 
ing of his aſſerti n! Error in laying thele dread- 
ful charges againſt the innocent, and that only 
© becaule the writer miſtook his meaning. Are not 
Mr Weſley's whole life and labours a confutation 
of this incopgruous inference? Words, in muſt 
caſes, are but wind, when compared to facts. 
How can ve reaſonably under ſtand cheſe — in 
en a uch 


+} | Ws 


fuch a ſenſe, as to be confuted by himſelf by ſo 
many fats? Pray, to what end has Mr Weſley 
indefatigably laboured above thirty years, in tran- 
ſlating, extracting, abridging, and compoſing 
books of experimental and practical divinity, 
conſiderably above fourſcore volumes in number, 
at three ſhillings a-piece, and ſome of them more, 
with notes on the New (and now preparing notes 
on the Old) Teſtament likewiſe; and yet, after 
all, it ſhould be doubted whether theſe abilities 
of his © will not find it a difficult taſk to prove 
(that have fo long proved the contrary), that ig- 
norance or error are as friendly to virtue as juſt 
ſentiment ?”? Farther, to what end does he preach, 
at a moderate computation, ſeven hundred times 
every year, beſides travelling by land, 3, 4, or 5 
thouland miles in the ſame time? Are they alſo 
to prove this untoward inference ? Are that gen- 
tleman's abilities, which the Editor ſays, he is 
far from thinking contemptible,“ thus cxerted 
from four in the morning to nine every night, 
Win very little interruption for want of health, 
and all to prove that ignorance and error ate 
friendly to virtue? Would it not be more proba- 
ble, to ſuppole him to be one of thoſe many, who, 
in the latter days, will © g9 60 and ira, that know- 
ledge may be increaſed ?? Dan. xii. 4. But I muſt 
now proceed to the ſecond rank of the main bo- 
dy * I much queſtion it he will not find it a 
k too hard to prove, that infinite wiſdom has 
revealed a ſcheme of doctrines, which men who 
have the beſt advantages for underſtanding it, may, 
with perfect innocence and entire lafety, miſtake 
or diſbelieve.“ 


Reply. 1. Is it poſſible that any man ſhould 


ever imagine that this charge ſhould be levellcd * 


L againſt 
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againſt Mr Weſley ? Is this an inference that ne- 
ceſſarily lows from that true, tho” offenſive pro- 
poſition? I am at a loſs to find out any con- 
nection between them. Had Mr Weſley ſaid, “ It 
is a point we chiefly inſiſt upon, that the revela- 
tion which God has made of his will for the ſal- 
vation of ſinners, is at beſt but a very ſlender 
part of the true method of ſalvation, if any part 
of it at all ;” then indeed it had been high time 
to ſound the alarm — and, as far as I know my- 
ſelf, I would have helped with all my power. 
But, . 

2. It may be ſaid, © Does not Mr Weſley deny 
predeſtination, and the doctrines of grace?“ I 
anſwer, this is a complex queſtion, which con- 
founds and jumbles things together that ought to 
be ſeparated ; for, . If by predeſtination you 
mean abſolute and wyconditional election, without 
any regard to holineſs of heart and life, then Mr 
Weſley does diſbelieve this; of which ſee more 
above. But underſtand the doctrine in ſuch a 
ſenſe, as, 1. ſecures the neceſſity of practical ho- 
linels; 2. clears God of the blood of ſinners, 


and that their condemnation is wholly from them- 


ſelves, and not from God lay, 


« Evil cannot from Thee proceed : 
"Tis only ſuffer'd, not decreed ;” 


and, 3. aſcribes all the ſalvation of the righte- 
ous to the Lord, and his bleſſing upon his own 


ordinances ; then Mr Weſley will ſubſcribe to 


your creed. But, 2. Is this one point of the 
e {cheme of doctrines,” the whole-of the ſcheme ? 
If not, Is it juſt reaſoning to draw a general conclu- 
lion from a particular propoſition? To ſay, for in- 

ſtance, 


> i. © 
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ſtance, the Biſhop of Rome pretends to be a Pope; 
therefore all men who ever were in Rome pretend 
to be Popes? 

But, is not this the way the Editor has drawn 
theſe concluſions? Again, Can no man believe 
the doctrines of grace as revealed in Seripture, 
without believing in abſolute unconditional pre- 
deſtination? Do all believe the doctrines of grace 
that are revealed in Scripture, who believe that 
point? Is the believing that point eſſential to ſal- 
vation? Theſe queſtions ſeem to have a very near 
relation one to another. But this is certain : © He 
that believeth not” the eſſential doctrines of 
grace as revealed in Scripture, © ſhall be damn- 


ed.“ Our Saviour and our Judge hath ſaid it: 


But who dare ſay, that he that believeth not in 
abſolute and unconditional predeſtination ſhall be 
damned? Or who will ſay that every one who 
believes in that doctrine ſhall be ſaved? Unleſs 
we maintain theſe two points, we muſt allow that 
the doctrines of grace as revealed in Scripture, 


(however ſome may underſtand them), are ſome- 


thing very different from abſolute and uncondi- 


tional predeſtination; and conſequently, that a 


man may believe, or maintain the doctrines of 
grace as revealed in Scripture, and yet not be- 
lieve the other. That Mr Weſley is one of theſe, 
is very certain. But, 


2. Far, very far, is Mr Weſley from believing, 


that the ſcheme of doftrines which God has re- 


vealed in his word, that men who have the beſt 
advantages for underſtanding may with perfect 
innocence and entire ſafety miſtake or diſbe- 
lieve.”—How far miſtakes in non eſſentials, when 
men uſe all the foreſaid opportunities, diligently 
and ſincerely, may, by the judge and Maker -4 
L 2 al 
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all things, be imputed or excuſed, ] leave to his 
infinite wiſdom to determine. See Acts xvii. 30. 
« He that believeth not, ſhall be damned.” 
Read Mr Weſley's firſt vol. of ſermons upon this 
ſubject, and then ſee if there be any neceſſity of 
ſaying any thing more upon it, unleſs I may add, 
that the rightly diſtinguiſhing between eſſentials 
and non eſſenti als in religion, is a thing that every 
one ſhould labour after as much as may be: How 
much Chriſtian love is deftroy'd for want of this, 
may caſily appear from the preſent ſubject. What 
heats and animoſities have been Kindled in the 
breaſts of hundreds for want of making that ob- 
vious diſtinction, viz. That a man may teach 
and believe the doctrines of grace, and yet never 
believe in abſolute and unconditional election! 
Now, to believe the contrary, is to expoſe ourſelves 
to the Joſs of brotherly love at a ſtroke, as may 
appear from the following argument : That which 


is e//ential to the being of a thing, that thing can- 


not] be (or exiſt) without it; but to believe in 
abſolute and unconditional election, is efſential to 
the being of religion; ergo, there can be no re- 
ligion without it: conſequert'y every man is 
damned that does not believe u. Awful conſe- 
quence indeed! Now, we may ſafely ſay, he that 
believeth not the goſpel, cannot be faved, in the 
above circumſtances ; ſo very far is any one from 
being perfectly innocent, and entirely ſafe, who 
diſbelieve it. I muſt now draw to the right wing 
of this formidable army; but as the main bedy 
is already routed, I ſhall have the leſs trouble 
with theſe. © Damnable hereſies, ſuperſtitious 


rites, and the wildeſt fanaticiſm, may gradually 


gain ground; and opinions and practices take 
place, the mention of which would ſhock many, 
it 
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it is hoped the greateſt part of people in this 

country at preſent attached to Methodiſm,” 
Reply. 1. Let people be at pains to underſtand 

what Methodiſm is, before they condemn it, If 


they will not do this, poſſibly they may condemn _ 


the generation of God's children. I am very 
certain it is only for want of underſtanding us 
better, that makes multitudes afraid of us. 

2. © Doth our law judge -any man before it 
hear him and know what he doth?” And is the 
Chriſtian law /e/5 charitable than the Jewiſh? We 
are not a people that colour or. varniſh : we do 
nothing, we believe nothing, but what we open- 
ly declare. Read the books that have been pu- 
bliſhed this thirty years paſt—look at us in a true 
light, and we can bear examination: but do not 
view us as painted by our enemies; nor yet in 
black or blue optic-glaſſes. Lay aſide prejudices 
and judge righteous judgment: always remember- 


ing to do as you would be done by, and that, 


with what meaſure you mete unto us, it. will .be 
meaſured to you again. But, 


3. How dv we attach our people to Metho- 


diſm ? Is there any other tie but that of pure 
love? Our printed rules ſhew the terms both of 
their admittance and continuance. © A deſire 
to be ſaved from their fins,” is the only condition 
of admittance; to“ continue to evidence that 
deſire, by doing no harm, by doing all the good 
they can, by attending on all the ordinances of 
God,“ &c. are the terms of their continuance 
among us. Ye thouſands in Britain and Ireland, 
who bear that reproachful name, did we endea- 
vour to draw you by falle colours? or do we en. 


deavour to allure you to ſtay by any other obli. 


gation than your own free choice, and the ſilent 
L 3 language 
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language of your conſciences? You who may 
have turned your backs upon us, and Demas like 
have loved the preſent world, or unable to ſtand 
the ſeverity of our diſcipline, or perhaps who 
may have taken ſome groundleſs oFence; what 
did you /ee among us that you could condemn ? 
or what did you hear from us, but what your 
conſeiences could not but approve? In what re- 
ſpect did we ever ſhun to declare unto you the 
whole counſel of God? Did not we, early riſing 
and late taking reſt, endeavour to inſtru, re- 
buke, exhort, comfort, and encourage you as 
much as poſſible? And wherein do your con- 


ſciences condemn us, now you are away from 


us? Did you ever ſee us uſe unrighteous me- 
thods, or do any thing not juſtifiable by Scripture, 
or right reaſon? But, 4. It is indeed true, that if 

Mr Weſley had maintained the peſitiyn in the 


ſenſe that ſome underſtand it, for want of 


conſidering” better, then indeed 1 allow that the 
Editor's conſequences might be ſuppoſed to fol- 
low,—* Damnable hereſies, ſuperſtitious rites, 
and opinions and practices take place, the men- 
tion of which would ſhock many,” and mylelf 
among the reſt, —and if that was the caſe, it 
would quickly detach me from Methodiſm. But, 

III. Thirdly, 1 ſhall endeavour to reconcile 
the combatants, and ſee if the Editor himſelf will 
not ſubſcribe to the obnoxious propoſition. Let 
me then bring up the rear with the reaſon of the 


war in their hands: „If men are once brought 
to believe, that right opinion is a ſtender part of 


religion, or no part ef it at all, there is ſcarce. 
any thing ſo fooliſh, or fo wicked, which Satan 
may not prompt them to, by trans forming him- 
felt into an angel of light.“ 


Reply. 


1 


Reply. 1. Satan can transform himſelf into an 
angel of light many more ways than one. Per- 
haps there is ſcarce one thing under heaven, that 
he ſucceeds ſo well in under this character as 
this, viz. making men believe they are religicus, 
When they are not; and that religion conſiſts in 
what it does not. The Heathen, the Turk, the 
Jew, the Chriſtian, he endeavours to delude by 
this very mean, this very ſtratagem. And there 
is ſcarce one thing that he has more ſucceſsfully 
employed, than the making them fit down with 
a religion in the head without any in the heart ; 

with a notion of orthodoxy in the brain, without 
poſſeſſing the privileges, or feeling the power 
of real godlineſs in the heart. If men will but 
content themſelves with a ſhadow inſtead of a 
ſubſtance, Satan will let them alone, till their 
ſhadow is too thin to cover them from the heat 
of divine vengeance, and all their hope and hap- 
pineſs wither like Jonah's gourd. Mr Weſley, 
ſenſible of this artifice of Satan among profeſſors, 
laid down his poſition, which I before proved to 
be true, and which I now come to try if the 
reader will not alſo believe himſelf. Therefore, 

2 Obſerve Mr Weſley's account of the matter: 

« After premiſing, that it is our bounden duty 
ce to labour after a RIGHT judgment in all 
things; as a wrong judgment naturally'l-ads 
to wrong practice: I lay again, right opinion 
is at belt but a very ſlender part of religion, 
which properly and directly conſiſts in tight 
tempers, words, and actions, and frequently it 
is no part of religion: for it may be where 
there is no religion at all; in men of the moſt 
« abandoned lives: yea, in the devil himſelf +.” 
| Upon 

+ Vid, Let, to Bp. of Glouceſter, p. 17. 18, 
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Upon this I ſhall make the following obſerva- 
tions: 

1. Obſerve, Mr Weſley ſays, ©& It is our 
bounden duty to labour after a right judgment in 
all things. To labour in reading, meditation, 
and prayer; Who can do more than this? Where 
is the man that does it more than himſelf? 2. The 
reaſon of this; becauſe, “ a wrong judgment na- 
turally leads to wrong practice.“ — Here you 
ſee he allows ſome of the Editor's conſequences, 


upon his ſuppoſition. 3. Obſerve his definition 


of religion: and ſurely a man may be allowed 


to define his own term. © Religion properly 


and directly conſiſts in right tempers, words, and 
attions,”——In this ſenſe he underſtands the 
word religion: you may pleaſe to compare his 


definition of it with the Apoſtle's, Jam. i. 26. 27. 
or any where elle, where either word or thing 


2 in Scripture. Now, look at his /o very 
offenſive poſition, and ſee what it amounts to. 
« It is a point we chiefly i»/i/? upon, that ortho- 
doxy or right opinion is at beſt but a very ſlender 
part of right tempers, words and actions, if any 
part at all.” — Who will affirm the contrary ? 


« For it (orthodoxy) may be where there are no 


right tempers, words, and actions; in men of the 
moſt abandoned lives; yea in the devil himſelf.” 
Who will not allow this? Where is the man that 
will prove, or attempt to prove, 1: That the 
devil does not know as much as any man living? 
Or, 2. that the devil has any religion at all, that 
is, right tempers, words, and actions? Or, 3. I hat 
therefore Mr Weſley's poſition is not true? 
Compare this with the above arguments. 4. Ob- 
ſerve, Mr Weſley ſays, that religion “ properly 
and directly conſiſts in right tempers, words, and 

| Fades actions.“ 
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actions.“ — But then, he knew very well that, 
men are but too apt to deceive themſelves, or be 
deceived by Satan as an angel of light, by taxing, 
the thing wrong or improperly; and therefore en- 
deavoured to guard againſt that wile of the enemy. 
For it is certain that religion, in its modern ac- 
ceptation, but too often {ignifies either the *{cheme 
of doctrines which infinite wiſdom has revealed” 
in his word, or both the doctrinal and the ex- 
l parts of Chriſtianity. But then obſerve, 

. this is an improper, and for any thing that J 
can find, an unſcriptural way of ſpeaking: both 
which Mr W eſley, and every wiſe man endea- 


vours to avoid as much as poſſible; and that 


becauſe, 2. It is a very dangerous way of ſpeak- 
ing, as my whole performance plainly evinces. 
For when men have accuſtomed themſelves to 
fix wrong, or complex ideas to words, they are 
even angry with thoſe who ſpeak more Scriptu- 
rally and with great preciſion than themlelves ; 
and becauſe they cannot underſtand another's 
meaning, ſeeing they do not mean the ſame thing 
themſelves by the ſame ſounds, they are likely to 
turn Gud's building into a Babel, by the dreadful 
ſtrife and noiſe of words and phraſes. Indeed, 
had the world always continued of one lip, and 
one language“, men would not have had ſo 
much difficulty in underſtanding one another ; 
and I am certain I ſhould never have had any 


need tè have ſet pen to paper to prove, that 


aurum is Latin for gold. However, he who had 
wile ends, J hope, in enabling me to go thro' the 


piece before me, and in giving, to the beſt ot my 


knowledge, an honeſt, amicable, and affectionate 
reply to the preface of an anonimous pertor- 
mance 


® Gen. Xi. 1. 
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mance introduced into the world, might have wiſe 
ends in permitting it to be publiſhed. I cannot help 
obſerving, that Mr Weſley is ſo far from aſſert- 
ing, that religion, when improperly put for 'the 
« ſcheme of doctrines which infinite wiſdom has 
revealed,” that, if any one ſhould aſſert his poſition 
with the word: religion in that ſenſe, he would join 
his alarm with the Editor; he would ſummon up 
his aſſiſtants and cry, The Bible, the Bible is at 
Rake; here's a blow at the root,. the root of all 
religion and revelation it lands us upon 
Deiſm let every man do his beſt to confute it, 
juſt as he would to put out the fire preying upon 
his houſe, and family, and fubſtance all periſhing 
* &c. And thus I would take my leave 
of the ſubject in the ſame temper and. diſpoſition 
I began it. My prayers ſhall attend this little 

rformance, that it may contribute to the heal- 
Ing our breaches, and the reuniting our affections. 
I ſhould be heartily glad if people who read Mr 
Weſley's writings would be careful to conſider 
his manner of ſpeaking, which is uſually as 
Short, as comprehenſive, and as nearly Scriptural 
as poſſibly he can. If this had been done in the 
preſent caſe, it is obvious by this time, 1 ſhould 
not have had need to ſet my pen to my paper. I 
have only this to obſerve, that if any ſhould chuſe 
to animadvert upon any thing here advanced, let 
him, 1. do it with the ſame deſign that I have 
done; 2. in the fame loving ſpirit, and as he 
would be done by; 3. endeavour to prove what 
he advances from Scripture and facts; 4. and 


_ Laſtly, ſet his name to bis performance. I con- 


clude, praying for the peace of Jeruſalem —— 
Peace be within her walls, and proſperity and 
grace to all her children, and the Shechinah in 
the midſt of HER for ever. Amen, 0 
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Multi enim lupi fide digni delectatione mala cap- 


| Tivant in Deum curſores : fed in unitate veſtra non 


'babent locum. 


PF 9ramuch as 1 look upon the ſubject. matter 


in Aſpaſio Vindicated to be“ deeply intereſt- 
ing,” eſpecially with regard to ſanctification, or 
that holineſs without which no man can ſee the 
Lord; and ſeeing the Editor acknowledges that 
< miſtakes there may be in the illuſtrations of 
certain paſſages of Scripture, and poſſibly too in 
a few doctrinal ſentiments ;” I thought it my 
duty to point out a few of each, that the inat- 


tentive reader might the more eaſily perceive 


them, and ſee both the juſtice and the weight of 


fome of the preceeding obſervations. I belicve 


it is generally allowed, yea, univerſally maintain- 


ed by Proteſtant writers, (a few excepted), That 
as by the general, total apoſtacy of our firſt 


parents, the human nature was univerſally de- 
praved and corrupted, infomuch that all our 
hearts, words, and actions, muſt be acknowled- 
ged to be wnclean, unclean; being wholly defiled 
by ſome malignant infection, ſome dire contagion, 
that has univerſally ipread itſelf both in our men- 
tal and bodily taculties, beſide that guilt or ob- 


noxioulneis to punithment entailed upon us; that 


therefore, this corruption and body of ſin muſt 
be deſtroyed, „by the waſhing of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt,” * ; that we 
& muſt be burn again of water and of the Spirit +,” 
and 

Tit. iii. 5. + Joh. iii. 15. 
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and be wholly © renewed in the ſpirit of our 


mind;” before we can ever ſee the Lord? fo I 


believe it is generally granted, that this is a diſtinct 
thing from our juſtification z and that, when we 
are juſtified or pardoned, accepted or imputed 
righteous, and intitled to glory *, that then the 


bleſſed Spirit more eſpecially begins to carry on 


the great work of renovation, gradually“ purify- 
ing our hearts by faith,” yea, cleanſing us from 
all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs 
in the fear of the Lord q; and that this ſanctifi- 
cation is abſolutely neceſſary as well as juſtifica- 


tion. Moreover, that we are not ſanctified in 


the ſame way that we are juſtified, viz. by impu- 


tation; but by receiving, out of the fullneſs of 
Chriſt, grace for grace. And that tho? we re- 


ceive this grace by virtue of our union, to our 
living head, nevertheleſs, it is as much derived 
into us his members, as the ſap of the vine is in- 
to its branches; in which ſenſe Chriſt is made 
of God unto us ſandification, viz. by communi- 
cating ſanctifying grace. And that this great work 
(ſometimes termed inherent righteouſneſs, or true 
holineſs) is eſſentially different from the righte- 
ouſneſs of the law, ſeeing it is a fruit cf the 


goſpel, and an effect of the Spirit of God work- 


ing within us; and therefore is not to be re- 
nounced, and trampled under foot, altho? not to 
be relied on For our juſtification before God; 
nevertheleſs a proper requiſite and qualification, 
without which we cannot be happy hereafter, no 
more than if guilty or not juſtified, And farther, 
that this great work of the Spirit is properly the 


raiſing or reſtoring of our fallen nature, the 


creating us anew in the ſecond Adam after the 
t image 


® Tit. all. 7. + 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
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image of him who created us at firſt, principally 


conſiſting of righteouſneſs and true holineſs : and 


that this muſt be actually done while the ſoul 
and body are together, ſeeing a Proteſtant can- 
not allow of a purgatory in another life, It is 
true, ſome think this may be done (atleaſt in a 
great meaſure) before death ſome time, tho? 

thers think not till the body and ſouFare ſepars- 
ting from each other. Theſe however are circum- 
ſtances that I ſhall not inquire into at preſent ; 
foraſmuch as Proteſtant writers in general agree, 
1. That it muſt be done. 2. That it muſt be 
on this ſide eternity. Now, whether the doctrine 
of juſtification thro? the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt be not ſo ſtated, explained, and defended 


by the author of Aſpaſio vindicated, as not only 


to preclude the neceſlity of, but wholly to re- 


% 


nounce and deny this doctrine of ſanctification 


or perſonal holineſs, highly concerns every one, 
who reads it carefully, to examine, who would 
not willingly deceive his own foul. ' I have read 
it over again, (lince I wrote the, above), not with- 
out ſome degree of attention, and I candidly 


. confeſs I can find no ſuch thing in it as perfect 
perſonal holinels, till I come to the laſt page, and 
then it is ſpoken of as being perfect at the day +» 


of judgment. Had the Editor been ſo kind as 
to have favoured us with a few of thoſe mi/zakes 
in Scriptural illuſtrations and doctrinal ſentiments 
he had obſerved in it, poſſibly I ſhould have had 


no need to have Written this Appendix, if I had 


the performance itſelf before it. But, as he did 
not do this himſelf, 1 hope it will not be thought 
an unneceſſary piece of work, or forcign to my 
deſign of manifeſting the truth, if I brielly point 
out a few of thoſe pallages, where the diicern- 


ing 


8 
ing reader may abundantly ſatisfy himſelf, with- 


out any need of a comment. This I ſhall do, 
by tranſcribing a few paſſages, that will afford an 


opportunity to the judicious reader to make his 
own remarks and refleftions upon. The paſſages 
ſhall tranſcribe refer, 1. to juſtification thro? the 
7mputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as the Vindicator 
underſtands it; 2. to his account of ſanctification, 
or real holineſs, as he calls it; and, 3. tranſcribe 
and refer to ſome Scripture-pafſages adduced to 
prove his doctrines. a 

I. His notion of juſtification thro? the imputed 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt may be pretty clearly 
underſtood by the following quotations and re- 
ferences. © By pardoning, I mean God's ac- 
quitting a ſinner from guilt of every kind, and 
of every degree. By accepting, I mean till 
more; God's receiving him into full favour, con- 
fidering and treating him as righteous ; yea, per- 
Fectly and gloriouſiy righteous,” pag. 48. © He 
that juſtifieth the wicked is an abomination, 
Prov. xvii. 15. This is an invariable maxim. Yet 
it is no objection to his method of juſtifying the 
ungodly + becauſe he % impntes his Son's 
righteouſneſs unto them, thereby renders them 
truly and perfectly righteous ; then pronounces 
them ſuch, and, as ſuch, receives them to par- 
don, to favour, and eternal life,” —p. 74. Notes. 

“ God through him (Chriſt) πν accepts, and 
then makes us righteous,” fays Mr Weſley. The 
Vindicator replies, © How! does God account us 
righteous, before he makes us ſo? Then his 
judgment is not according to ruth; then he 
reckons us to be righteous, when we are really 
otherwiſe. How harſh, if not horrid, does it ſound 
in every di'cerning ear! Is not this abſolutely 
irreconcileable with our ideas of the Supreme Being, 

| and 


S 


7 + 


and equally incompatible with the dictates of Scrip- 

ture? How does he act (viz. in juſtifying the ungad- 
ly)? He firſt males them righteous. After what m 
ner? By imputing to them the righteouſneſs of 
his dear 'Son : then he prongunces them righte- 
ous, and moſt truly ; he treats them as righteous, 
and moſt juſtly. In ſhort, then he ablolves them 
from guilt ; adopts them for his children; and 
makes them heirs of his eternal kingdom. In 
the grand tranſaction thus regulated, mercy and 
truth meet together,” &c. p. 260. 261. © My opi- 
nion, or rather my faith is.—— That this active 


righteouſneſs, together with his moſt meritorious 


ſufferings—are the very thing which procures and 
effects my juſtification ; making me not barely 
acquitted from guilt, but truly righteous ; yea, per- 
feetly and gloricuſiy righteous ; and that before the 

- infinite penetration and purity,” p. 222. I 
need only obſerve here, 1. That he proteſſedly 
gives us bis faith and judgment about juſtifica · 
tion. 2. Thar he no where, in the whole buok, 


| (that I can find) contradicts it. 3. That by juſt:- 
. fication he underſtands, God's making a perſon 
truly, perfectly, and gloricuſly righteous, and that 


before a God of infinite penetration and purity. 
4. That therefore, there is no ſuch thing in the 
world as a perſon being reckoned or imputed righ- 
teous before God; yea, that it is a harſh, if not 
a horiid ſound, for any perſon to ſay ſo: abſolute- 
ly irreconcileable with our ideas of the Supreme 
Being, and equally incompatible with the dictates 
of Scripture. 5: That a perſon is thus made 
truly, perfectly, and glariouſly righteous, even before 
he is received to pardon of ſin, or before his guilt 
is acquitted, Now, whether theſe be“ miſtakes 
in leſler doctrinal ſentiments,” or firſt-rate, ſunda- 

| M 2 mental 
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mental miſtakes, I ſhall leave to the determina- 
tion of the judicious; as alſo to make their own 
reflections upon this © deeply imer qting ſubject.“ 
I come now, in the | 


8 
* 
| 
| 
1 
| 
1 


| II. Second place, to his account of ſanCtifica- 
tion, or real holineſs, as he calls it.“ Chriſt's 


_ righteouſneſs is that bleſſed, glorious, and 
| heavenly expedient, which, received by faith, 
| — ſancti ſiec, ſaves,” p. 144. 145. Speak- 0 
ing to Mr Weſley, he lays, © Where: can you 
and I look for our perfection, but only in our 
divinely-gracious ſurety, bridegroom, head,” p. 
156. © Bleſſed be God for perfection in Jeſus 
Chriſt,” p. 88. © As for ſanctification. this may 
very reaſonably RANK among the effects of be- 
ing cleanſed by his blood, and adorned with the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt,“ p. 228. © Aſpaſio 
will not deny that theſe Gentiles were /andified, 
as well as juſtified,” p. 254. See Rom. ix. 30. 
« The very righteouſreſs of the incarnate Jeho- - 
vah renders every ſoul to whom it is imputed, 
unblameable, unreprovable, compleat, * p. 258. 
He ſays, ©& Implanted holineſs paſles in Scripture 
under the denomination of the righteouſneſs of 
man,” p. 254. © As to their renewal by the 
Spirit, it will hen be perfect:“ When? © At the 
laſt day,” p. ult. There are ſeveral other places 
where ſanctification or holineſs is mentioned, and 
in ſome few not unworthy Mr Hervey*s pen: but 
it is eaſy to obſerve, that in thoſe very places an- 
other hand than his, both put in, and put cut, 
what (the writer) pleaſed. As for inſtance, 
p. 259. ſpeaking of the office of the Holy Ghoſt, 
„Then he ſhall convince of judgment, (hall con- 
demn and caſt out the prince of this world, in- 


troducing a moſt happy change into the heart and 
life, 
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life, ſhall begin and carry on the work of grace; 


ſanctification, and obedience” Thus far I ac- © 
knowledge the pen and the ſentiment of Mr Her- 

vey. What follows in the next words, as an ex- 
pletive of theſe, I ſuſpect are added by another 
hand; for certainly they - overthrow the whole of 
the foregoing truth. Conſider them well, “ and 
all through the joyful knowledge, together with 


the perſonal appropriation, of this juſtifying righ- 


teoulneſs.” So that it reduces a to juſtifying 
righteouſneſs. I need obſerve nothing farther 
upon this head, as by rightly conſidering that the 
author has precluded the neceſſity of perſonal ho- 
lineſs or ſanctification, by his notion of juſtifica- 
tion, it could hardly be expected he ſhould ſay 
much about that which there could be no need of. 
For, does not his notion of juſtification make us 
as holy as we ever canbe, or need be? You need 
not then wonder in the leaſt at that which fol- 
lows: © I ſce no ſinful weakneſs in you, becauſe 
they are all covered with the' reſplendent robe 
of your Saviour's righteouſneſs. I herefore I no 
longer curſe, but bleſs you, and ſign your title 
to everlaſting happineis. Thus the enmity of our 
nature is ſlain,” &c. “I think it is no milrepreſen- 
tation, to ſuppoſe the law ſpeaking in this man- 
ner to the believers, Becauſe to them all things are 
become new ; conlequently the voice of the law is 
become new. Becauſe all things are theirs ; if 
fo, the ſentence of the law is theirs,” p. 158.— 
This brings me to my | 
III. Third particular, namely, to tranſcribe a 


feu paſſages of Scripture that are adduced to 
prove or illuſtrate theſe doctrines. The 1ſt I ſhall 


inſtance, is Rom. viii. 4. That the righteouſneſs 
oi the lav being tulfilled in Chriſlt—— might 
| | be 
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be fulfilled in us, as it was all done in our name, 


JJ oF. © * 0 : 
[ZZ ard es he and we are ore——for which cauſe his 
(5 >. righteous acts are gurt,“ &c. p. 122. 253. The 2d 


1 Tim. vi. 17. 18, 9. It is too long to tranſ- 
— © --eribe the whole; but you may read it, and obſerve 
= thele words, “ Jaying up in ſtore for themſelves— 
ancther hind of treaſure, even Chriſt, &c——This 
will be a good foundation of hope, and comfort; 
and joy againſt the time to come, &c. Now ob- 
ſerve, this is certainly a great truth in itſelf : but 
is this the Apoſtle's meaning in this place? The 3d 
I ſhall inſtance is Matth. v. 20. I need tranſcribe 
none of this. | 
All that is neceſſary is, 1. Let the reader carefully 
read over the 5th 6th and 7th chapters, as contain- 
ing a ſuramary view of practical religion. Then, 
24 Let him read over Mr Henry, or Dr. Doddridge, 
&c. upon the place. Then, 3. See what the 
Vindicator ſays himſelf in p. 119. 170. 171. 
The 4th I ſhall inſtance in is 1 John iv. 17. Here 
you have nothing to do but compare his comment 
and criticiſm with his own note at the bottom of 
p- 240. and carefully obſerve, that he has en- 
tirely left out one word that overthrows both 
bis comment and criticiſm, and that is o'r: , guia, 
becauſe as he is, ſo are we in this world. The 5th 
and laſt that I ſhall inſtance is the fifteenth 
| pfalm, p. 1. 30. in the note eſpecially. © The 1 5th 
>. -plalm, I apprehend, deſcribes the perfect charac- 
der, that perfection which Chriſt really fulfilled, 
and is the righteouineſs in which God is well 
> pleafed.” —— But is either this or what follows 
5 - the real and entire meaning of the pſalm? Read 
© >, - David's - pious and practical commentator, Mr 
Henry, in the place. | 
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As tie whole defign of this * is to ire IB 5 


4 

| LI inſtances of what I take to be “ miſtakes” 

| n doctrinal ſentiments, and Scripture illuſtrati- 

: ons; “ and as I take the. above to be ſuch, and 

allo ſufficient to ſet the unwary upon their guard, 1 
that they be not miſled in their reading of the book: YU 


, my deſign is anſwered. And may He who alone 

5 maketh us to profit, give his bleſſing to my weak 

> + but well meant endeavours, to promote his glory 

t and the good of my fellow ſinners — Now, unto 

him vo loved us and waſhed us from our fins in his 

p own blood, be honour, and glory, and TR 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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